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PREFACE. 

W HEN I quitted home, on a little excur- 
(ion in the fpring of this prefect year 1808/ 
^ thought ftruck me, which I began to put 
into immediate execution. I determined to 
commit to piaper any Jiittle circumftances 
that might arife, and any converfations in 
which I might be engaged, when the fub<> 
}eGt was at all important, though there 
might be nothing particularly new or iinr 
terefting in the difcuflion itfelf. 

I fulfilled my intention as occafions arofe 
to furnifh me with materials, and on my 
return to the North,, in the autumn of this 
fam.e year, it was my amufement on my 
journey^ to look over and arrange theie 
papers. 

As foon as I arrived at my native place, 
I lent my manufcript to a confidential 
friend, as the ihorteil way of imparting to 
bim whatever had occurred to me during 
our feparation^ together with my reflexions 
(fa thpfe occurrences. I took care to keep 

« 
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his expeflations ^ow, by apprising him^ 
that in a tour from my own houfe in 
Weftmoreland to the houfe of a friend m 
Hampfhire, he mu(t not look for adven- 
tures, but content himfelf with the every- 
day details of common life, diverfified 
only by the diflferent habits and tempers 
of the perfon^ with whom I had converfed. 

He broughft back my^manufcript in a few 
days, with an eameft wiih that I would 
confent to its publication, affuring me that 
he was of opinion . it might not be alto-* 
gether ufdels, not only to young men 
eng^ed in the fame purfuit with myfeUv 
but to the general reader. He obviated all 
cbjeftions arifing from my want of Idfure, 
during my prefent interefting engagemeaYs, 
by offering to undertake the whole bufinefs 
himfelf, and to releafe me from any frirtber 
trouble, as he was juft fetting out for Lon* 
don, where he propofed paffing more dme 
than the printing would require. 

Hius I am driven to the ftale apology for 
pubyfluBg perhaps what it would have been 
more prudent to have withheld^-«»/i^^ impcr^ 

*mHf 
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HnUty $f friends j an apology fo com- 
monly unfounded, aQd fo repeatedly al-> 
kged^ from the days of John Fauftus to 
the publication of Ccelebs. 
\ But whether my friend or my vanity, 
had the largeft (hare of influence, I am 
willing to indulge the hope that a better 
motive dian either friendihip or vanity 
was an operating- ingredient in my confent* 
Be that as it may-— I fent him my copy 
^' wilh all its imperfeSions on its head^* 
It was accompanied by a letter, of which 
the following extradl (hall conclude thefe 
ihort |»re£^tory remarks : 

<^ I hare fend you my manufcript, with 
permiflion to make what ufe of it you 
pleafe. By publUhing it I fear you will 
draw on me^ the particular cenfure of two 
dafles of critics. The Novel reader will 
xejed it as dulL The religious may throw 
it [afide as frivolous. The one will accufe 
It of exceffiw ihidnefs ; the other of cen- 
forsd>le levity* Readers of the former de- 
fcription muft be fatisfied with the follow- 
ing brief and general aufwer^--^ 

« Had 
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** Had it been my leadmg objed to hare 

indulged in details that have amufement 

odIy for their end, it might not have been 

:o have produced a work more 

: to the taftes accuflomed to be 

with fuch compofitions. But to 

that defcription of readers makes 

ao pan of my defign. 

" The perfons with whom I have aiTooF 
ated in my excurfion, were, principally, 
though not exclufively, the family of a coun- 
try gentleman, and a few.of his fiiends — a 
narrow field, and unprodu^ve of much va- 
riety ! The generality of thefe charafters 
move in the quiet and regular courfe of do- 
mellic life. I found them placed in ao diffi-r 
cult fituations. It was a fcene rather favour* 
able to refiedioa than defcription. Social 
intercourfe, and not ftriking events, marked 
the daily progress of my vifit. I had little 
of pathetic fcenes or trying drcumftances 
to work on my own feelings, w, by the re- 
htion of ibem, to work on the feelings of 
others. My friend's houfe refembled the 
reign of fome pacific fovereigns. It was the 
plea- 



Jiieafiilteft to lire in, but its annaTs were 
not the mod Iplendid to record. The pe- 
riods which make life happy do not alwajc 
render hidory brilliant. 

", Great paffions, therefore, a 
triads growing out of them, as I dl 
nefs, I have not attempted to 
Love itfelf ^appears in thefe page 
an ungovernable impulfe, but as a fenti- 
ment arifrng out of qualities calculated td 
infpire attachment in perfons und|r the 
dominion of reafon and religion, brought 
together by the ordmary courfe of occur- 
rences, in a private &mily party. 

" The ^miliar converfations of this little 
Ibdety comprehend a confiderable portion 
of this flender work. The texture of the^ 
narrative is fo flight, that it barely ferves 
for a ground into which to weave the fen*. ■ 
timents and obfervations which it was de< 
figned to introduce. 

<* It may not be unnecefTary to anticipate 

an objeffion to which thefe converfations 

may fometimes be thought liable.' In a. 

&w JnfUnces, the fpeeches may be charged 

with 



viith a degree of lliffne5, and with a length 
not altogether confiftent with ^miliar dia- 
logue. I muft apologize for this by ob- 
j, that when the fubjefts were ferious, 
atogue would not, in every inftance, 
to fuch fecilities, nor break into fuch 
parcels, as may eafily be effected in - 
'cuflion of topics of gayer intercooife. 
Jut it is time to meet the objefHons of 
the more pious reader, if any fuch fliould 
condefcend to penife this little performance. 
If it be objected, that religious charaden 
have been too induftrioufly brought for- 
ward, and th«r faults fomewhat too ferere- 
ly treated, let it be remembered, that while 
it is one of the principal objeds of the 
work, to animadvert on thofe very feults, 
it has never been done with the infidious 
defign of depreciating the religion, but 
with the view, by ezpofing the fault, to 
corred: the practice. Grofsly vicious da- 
rafters have feldom come in my way, but 
1 bad frequent occaHon to obferve the dif- 
ferent fbapes and fhades of error in varioui 
defcriptions of fociety, not only in tbole 
worldly 



PRSFACI* XI 

irorldly perfons who do not quite leave re« 
li^on out of their fchetne, but on the mi& 
takes and inconfiftencies of better charac- 
ters, said even on the errors of fome who 
would be aftonifhed not to find themfelves 
reckoned altogether religious. I hare not 
fo much animadverted on the unavoidable 
faults and frailties infeparable from huma* 
nity, even in the befl: cha^afters^ and which 
the beft characters moft fenfibly feel, and 
mod feelingly deplore, as on thofe errors 
which are often tolerated, juftified, and in 
fome inftances fyftemati2ed« 

^^ If I have been altogether deceived in tht 
ambitious hope that thefe pages may not 
be entirely ufelefs ; if I have failed in my 
endeavours to Ihew how religion may be 
brought to mix with the concerns of ordi^ 
nary life, without impairing its aftivity^ lef* 
^ening its cheerfulnefs, or diminifhing its 
ufefiilnefs ; if I have erred in fancying that 
material defeds exift in fafhionable educa« 
tion ; if I have 'been wrong in fuppofing 
that females of the higher clafs may com* 
bine more domellic knowledge with more 

3 Intel* 
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iBtelledual acquurement, that they maybe 
at the fame time more knowing and more 
ufeful, than has always been thought ne- 
cefTary or compatible ; — in fliort, if I fhall 
be found to have totally difappointed you, 
my friend^ in your too fanguine opinion 
that fome little benefit might arife from 
the publication, I (ball reft fatisfied with 
a low aiid negative merit. I muft be con- 
tented with the humble hope that no part 
of thefe volumes will be found injurious 
to the important interefts, which it was 
rather in my wiih,^ than my ability to 
advance : that where I failed in effefking 
good, little evil has been done : that if my 
b^^ has anfwered no valuable purpofe, k 
has, at leaft, not added to the number of 
thofe publications, which by impairing the 
virtue, have diminifhed the happinefs of 
mankind : that if I poflefled not talents to 
promote the caufe of Chriftian morak, I 
pofleffed an abhprrence of thofe princi- 
ples which lead to their contamination. 
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CHAI*. I. 

X HAvS bedn foriietiitucs furpTifed wheo 

in converfation I have been expreifing my 

admiration of the charader of Eve in her 

ilate of innocence, as drawn by our immop* 

tal poef, to hear objeSions ftarted by thofe, 

from .whom of all critics I ihould have leaft 

expeded it — the ladies. I conf^fs that a$ 

the Sophia of Roufleau had her young ima-^ 

ginati^n captivated by the chara£ler of 

Fenelon's Tekmachus, fo I early became 

enamouiied of that of Milton's Eve* I 

never formed an idea of conjugal - happi« 

nefs, but. my mind involuntarily adverted 

to the graces of that finiihed picture* 
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The ladies, in order to juftify their cen* 
fure, aflert that Milton, a harfli domeftic 
tyrant, muft needs be a very inadequate 
judge, and . of courfe a very uqfair delinea* 
tor^ of female accompliihmems. Thefe* 
fair cavillers draw their inference from 
premifes, from which I have always been 
accuftomed to deduce a direSly contrary 
conclufion. Th^ infift thai it is highly 
derogatory from the ^dignity of the fez, 
that the poet ihould affirm that it is lite 
perfection of the chara&er of a W]£?, 

To ftudj .hQufehol4 good. 
And good works in her fauAand to promo^^ 

. Mow acoordiag to my notion of ** lK>ufe« 
hold good,'' which does not mclude one 
idea of drudgery or.ferviUty, but which ia- 
volves a large and comprehenfive fcheme oF 
excdlence, I wBl vesituce.to affirm, that let 
a woman know what flie may, yet if (he 
knows not thts^%e is ignorant of the moft 
indifpenfable, the moft appropriate branch 
of female fcnowledger Without it, however 

ihe 
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fte may htpikt admirsaion atroad^ &e 
will never excite efteeni, nor of courfe 
durable aflfe£kk>n^ at home, and will faring 
ndther credit nor contfoit to her iU-ftarred 
partner. »* ' 

The domeftic amingements of fuch a 
woman as filled the capiacious nund of the 
poet, refemble, if I niay fay it without pi^ 
fimenefs, thofe of Providence, whdSK. under 
agent fhe is. Hec wifdom Is feen in ks 
eJSedk Indeed it is rather felt than ftnu 
It is fenfibly acknowledged in the p^ce, 
the happinefs, the vittue of the component 
parts; in the order, regularity aiid beautf 
of the whole fyftem, of which fflie i& the 
moving ifpring. The perfeftion of her cha- 
fa&ef, as the diving poet intimatesi does 
not arife from a prominent quality; or a 
(hewy talent^ or a brilUant accomplifliment, 
but it is the beautiful combination and re* 
fult of them alU Her excellencies oonfift 
not fo much in ads as in habits, in 

Thofte thou4nd decencies which daily flow 
From njl her words and aftionf. 

' B a A de« 
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A defcription more calculated tha& Any 
I eyer met with^ .to convey an idea of the 
pureft amdud refulting from the bed 
principles* It gives an image of that train- 
quiUity^ fmoothnefs^ and quiet beauty, 
"which is of the very; effence of perfection 
in^a wtfe ; while the happily chofen verb 
JIqw takes away any impreilion of duloefs, 
or .iiagiaafit torpor » which ii\!^ JiiU idea 
* might othenidfe fuggeft^- 

9ut .the offence taken by the ladies 
againft the uncourtly bard is chiefly oc<- 
cafioned by his hav;iag prefumed to inti^ 
mat^ thttrconjugad obedience 

I : It woman^d higheft honour and her pratfe. * 

This is fo nice a point that I^ as a bache-* 
lor, dare only }uft hibt, that on this delicate 
queftioR the. poet has not gone an inch 
farther than the apoftle. Nay, Paul is 
ftill more uncivilly explicit than Milfon. If 
however, I could hope to bring over to my 
fide critics, who, being of the party, arp too 
apt to prejudge the caufe, I would point 
out to them that the fuppofed harlhnefs of 

the 



CCELEBS. 5 

the obfervation is quite done away by the 
recoUeSion that this fcrupled " obedience'* 
is fo far from implying degradation, that it 
is connefted with the injundtion to the 
woman '• to promote good works" in her 
hufband; an injundkion furely inferring a 
degree of influence that raifes her condi- 
tion, and reftores her to all the dignity of 
equality; it makes her not only the allb- 
ciate but the infpirer of his virtues. 

Bvit to return to the economical part of 
the charaOier of Eve. And here flie exhi- 
bits a confummate fpecimen and beautiful 
model of domeftic ikill and elegance. How 
«xquifitely conceived is her reception and 
entertainment of Raphael ! How modeft 
and yet how dignified ! I am afraid I know 
fome huibands who would have had to en- 
counter very ungracious looks, not" to fay 
words, if they had brought home even an 
angel, unexpe&edly to dinner. Not fo ouf 
l^eneral mother. 
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Her difpatchful looki. 
Her ho(jpitabk thoughtSi , "intent 

What choice to chufe for delicacy beft» 

all indicate not only the ^^ pfompt" but the 
cheerful ^^ obedience," Though her repaft 
confifted only of the fruits, of Paradifi^ 

Whatever eartb» a)! bearing mother yields : 

Tet of thefe^ with a liberal hofpitality. 

She gathers tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with onfparing hand. 

The fineft modem lady need not difdain 
the arrangement of her tabte^ -tehich was 

So contrived as not to mix 
Taftcs not well joined* ineleganti but bring * 
Tafte after ufte, upheld by kindlieft change* 

w It muft^ however, I fear be conceded, by 
the way, that this ^^ tafie after tafte" rather 
holds out 3n encouragement to fecond 
courfes. 

When this unmatched trio had finifhed 
their repaft which, let it be obferved, before 
they tafted, Adam acknowledged that 

Thefe bounties from our Nowi/bcr are given 
From whom all perfed good defcends/ 

Milton, 
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Milton^ with great liberality to that iez 
againft which he is accufed ef fo iiracli fe» 
verity, obligingly permi^ed Eve to fit 
much longer after diiber, dian mod mo- 
dem hufbands would allow* She had atten- 
tively liftened to all the hiftorical and mo* 
ral fubjefts fo divinely difcufied between 
the firft Angel and the firft Man ; and per- 
haps there can fcarcely be found a more 
beautiful trait of a delicately attentive wife^ 
dvan Ihe exhibits, by withdrawing at the 
escad point of propriety. She does not re- 
tire m coclfequebce of any look or gefture, 
any broad fign of impatience, jtmich lefs 
any command or intimation of .her huf- 
band ; but with the ever watchful eye of 
vigilant affedion ^and deep humility : 

ynkta by his countenance he feemed 
Entering on thoughts abftrufei 

inftruded only by her own quick intuition 
of what was right and delicate, Ihe 'with* 
drew^ And here again how admirably 
does tlie poet fuftain her intelleChial dig- 

B4 nity 



nity foftened by a moil tender ilrpl^e of 
coiijogal affeaion, . . 

Yet weat ihe not, as not with fuch diCcourfe 
Delighcedf or not capable her ear 
Of what waa high— fuck pleafure (be referred^ 
Adam relating^ il^e fole auditrefsr • 

On perufingy however^ the tete-a-tete 
which her abfence occafionedy methinks I 
liear fqme fprightly lady, frjefli from the 
Roy^l Inftitution, exprefs her wonder why 
Eve fhould be baniihed by her haiband 
from Raphael's fine le£ture on aftronomy 
which follows ; was not ihe as capable a$ 
Adam of underflanding aU he faid, of 

Cyde and Epicjclcy Orb on Orb ? 

If, however, the imaginary fair obje^ftor 
will take the trouble to read to the end of 
die eighth book of this immortal work, it 
will raife in her eftimation both the poet 
^d the heroine, when ihe contemplates 
the juit propriety of her being abfent 
before Adam enters on^the account of the 
formation, beauty and attra^ons of his 
wife, and of his own love and admiration. 
7 : She 
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$he wll £sirther bbferve, in her progrefis 
ihrcugh this divine poem, that the author 
is fo fv from making Eve a mere domeftic 
drudge, an unpolifhed houfewife, that he 
pays an invariable attention even to exter- 
nal elegance, in his \vhole delineation, as- 
cribing grace to her fteps and dignity to 
her gefture. H€ uniformly keeps up tiiip 
fame combination of intelieduai worth and 
jpplifhed manners ; 

For foftncfs fhc, and fwcct attraftive grace. 

And her hufband, fo far from a churlilh 
infenfibility to her perfedions, politely 
icalls her 

Daughter of God and Man, accompli/bed Eve. 

J will not, however, affirm that Adam^ 
, or even Milton, annexed to the term 
ftccmplijhed precifely the idea with which 
it is afTociated in the mind of a true mo- 
dern-bred lady* 

If it be objefted to the poet's gallantry, 
^hat he remarks 



How beauty is excelled by manly grace, ' 
And wifdom, which alone is trulj fair ; 



let 
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let it be remembered that the obfervation 
proceeds from the lips o£ Eve herfelf, and 
thus adds to her other graces, the crown* 
ing grace of humility. 

But it is high time that I fhould pro- 
ceed from my critidfm to myfelf. The 
conM^Hon and of courfe the tranfitioei 
unU be foimd more natural than may ap« 
pear, till developed by my flight narrative^ 
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CHAP, n, 

I AM a young man, not quite four and 
twenty, of ^an ancient and refpedable &<• 
mily, and confiderable eftate in one of the 
northern counties. Soon after I had com* 
pleted my ftudies in the univerfity of Edin- 
burgh, my fetber fell into a lingering ilU 
nefs. I attended him with an aifiduity 
which was richly rewarded by the leflbns 
of wifdom, and the example of piety, which 
I daily received *from him. After langui(h- 
ing about a year, I loft him, and in him 
the moft affe&ionate father, the moft en- 
lightened companion, and the moft chrif*' 
lian friend. 

The grief of my mother was fo poignant, 
'and fo lafting, that I could never prevail on 
myfelf to leave her, even for the fake of 
attaining t^ofe advantages and enjoying 
thofe pleafures, which may be reaped, by a 
wider tange of obfervation, by a mere cx^ 

tended 
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tended furvey of the multifarious taftes, 
habits, purfuits, and characters of general 
fociety. I felt with Mr. Gray, that we can 
never have but one mother, and poftponed 
-&mn time to time the moment of leaving 
hofie. 

I 'was her only child, and though it was 
now her fole remaining wi(h to fee me hap^ 
pily married, yet 1 was defirous of firft put- 

« 

ting myfelf in a (itviation which might af- 
ford me a more extenfive field of enquiry, 
before I ventured to take fo irretrieveable a 
flep, a (tep whith might perhaps afie£t my 
happinefs in both worlds* But time did 
not bang heavy on my hands ; if I had lit- 
tle fociety, I had many books. My father 
had left me a copious library, and I had learnt 
from him to feled whatever was moil valu- 
able in that bed: fpecies of literature, which 
tends to form the principles, the ufuder- 
fianding, the tafle, and the charadier. 
My father bad paifed the early part of 
his life in the gay and bufy world; and 
our domcilic fociety in the country had 

beea 
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been occafionally enlivagaed by vifits from 
fome of his London friends^ men of fenfe 
and learning, and fome of them men oi 
piety. 

My motheiv when Jhe was in tolerab 
fpirits, was now frequently defcribing 
kind of woman whpm ifae wiihed 
ms^ry. *^ I am fo firmly perfuaded, 
Qiarles,*' would ihe kindly fay, " of the 
juflnefs of your tafte, and the reflitude of 
your principles, th>at« I am not much afraid 
that you will be mifl^ by the captivating ex« 
terior of any woman who is greatly deficient 
either in fenfe or condud ; . but remember 
tny fon, that there are many women againit 
whofe charafters there lies nothing very, 
objedionable, who are yet little calculate4 
to tafte, or to communicate rational happi* 
nefs. Do not indulge romantic ideas of 
fuper-human excellence. Remember that 
the faireft creature is a fallen creature. Yet 
let not your ftandard be low* If it be abfurd 
to exped perfection, it is not unre^fpnable 
to expeft ccnjj/lency. Do not fuffer your- 
felf to be caught by a fliining quality, till 

you 
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you know it k not coimteraded by the 
oppofite defed. Be not taken in by fliift* 
aefs in one point, till you are aflured there 
is no laxity in others. In charader, ^s in 
:urchitedure; proportion is beauty* The edu« 
cation of the prefent race of females is not 
very ^ourable to domeftic happinefs* For 
my own part 1 call education^ not that 
which fmothers a woman widi accompliih* 
ments, but that which tends to confolidate a 
firm and regular fyftem of chara£ter ; that 
which tends to form a friend, a companion, 
2md a wife. I call education, not that which 
is made up of the fhreds and patches of 
tffelefs arts, but that which inculcates prin* 
dples, poliflies tafte, regulates temper, 
cultivates reafon, fubdues the paffioos^ 
dire&s the feelings, habituates to refle£Uon, 
txains to felf-^lenial, and more efpecially, 
that which refers all a£tions, feelings, fim* 
dments, taftes, and paffions, to th« love and 
fear of God." 

I had yet had little opportunity of con* 
trading the charms of my native place with 
the lefs wild and romautic beauties of Ihe 
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fottth. I was paffionately fond of the 
fcoiery that furrounded me, which had 
never yet loft that power of pleafing, which 
it is commonly imagined that novelty can 
alotie confer* 

The Priory, a handfome Gothic man- 
fian, (lands in the middle of a parli, not 
extenfive but beautifully varied. Behind 
^re lofty mountains, the feet of which are 
covered with st wood that deicends almoft 
to the houfe. On one fide a narrow culti* 
vated valley winds among the mountains ; 
the bright variegated tints of its meadows 
and com fields, with here and there a little 
white cottage, embofomed in trees, are 
finely contrafted with the awful and im* 
paflable fells which contain it. 

An inconfiderable but impetuous river 
ruihes from the mountains above, through 
this unadorned but enchanting little valley, 
and paflfesr through the Park at a diftance 
of about a hundred yards from the houfe. 
The ground falls beautifully down to it; 
and on the other fide is a fine wood of 
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birch overhanging the river, which is hef« 
croflfed by a fmall ruftic bridge: after be-i 
ing enlarged by many ftreams from the 
neighbouring hills it runs about half a 
mile to the laks below^ which, from the 
front of the houfe, is feen in full beauty. 
It is a noble expanfe of water. The moun- 
tains that furround it are fome of them 
covered with wood, fome Ikirted with cul- 
tivation, fome rocky and barren to the 
water's edge ; while the rugged fummits of 
them all prefent every variety of fantseftid . 
outline. Towards the head of the lake a 
neat little village ornaments the banks, 
and wonderfully harmonizes with the fim« 
pie beauty of the fcene. At an opem'ng 
among the bills, a view is caught of the 
diftant country, a wide vale richly wooded, 
adorned every where with towns, villages, 
and gentlemen's houfes, and backed by 
fublime mountains, rivalling in height, 
though not in thdir broken and Alpine 
forms, thofe that more immediately fur- 
round us. 

White 
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While I was thds dividihg my time be- 
heeen the enjoyment of this exquifite fce-^ 
hery, my books^ the care of my afiairs, my 
filiad attentions, and my religious duties, I 
Was fuddenly deprived of my ineftimable 
mothen She died the death of the righteous. 

Addiibn has finely touched on the fingu^ 
lar fort of delicate and refined tendernefs of 
a father for a daughter; but I am per* 
fuaded that there is no affediion of the hu* 
man heart more exquifitely pure than that 
which is felt by a grateful fon towards a 
mother, who fbftered his infancy with 
fondnefs^ watched over his childhood with 
anxiety, and ^ his youth with an interefl: 
compounded of all that is tender, wife> and 
pious^ 

My retirement was now become folitude^ 
the former is> I believe, the bed itate for 
die mind of man, the latter almofl: the 
worft^ In eomplde folitude the eye wants 
objeOis, the heart wants attachments, the 
underftanding wants reciprocation* The 
charaSer lofes its tendernefs when it has 
nothing to love, its finonei^ when it has 
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none to ftrengthen it, its fweetnefs when 
it has nothing to foothe it; its patience 
vhen it meets no contradi&ion, its humi- 
lity when it is furrounded by dependants, 
and its deUcacy in the converfation of the 
uninformed. Where the intercourfe is 
very unequal, fociety is fomething worfe 
than folitude. 

I had naturally a keen relifli for domeflic 
hai^inefs; and this propenfity had been 
cherifhed by what I had feeh and enjoyed 
in my father's family. Home was the fc^e- 
in which my imagination had piftured the 
only delights worthy of a rational, feeling, 
intelledual, immortal man ; 

■ ■ fole blifs of Paradife 
Which has furvivM the fall. 

This inclination had been much increaf- 
ed by m^^ father's turn of converfation. He 
often faid to me, ^^ I know your domeflic 
propenfities ; and I know, therefore, that 
the whole colour of your future life will be, 
in a particular manner, determined by the 
turn of mind of the woman you may marry. 
Were you to live in the bufy haunts of 
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men y were you of any prbfeiRon, or likely 
to be engaged in public life, though I would 

It 

fiill counfei you to be equally careful in 
your choice, yet your happinefs would not 
fo immediately, fo exclufively depend on 
the individual fociety of a woman, as that of 
a retired country gentleman muft do. A 
man of fenfe, who loves home, and live? 
at home, requires a wife who can and will be 
" at half the expence of mind necefiaty for 
keeping up the cheerful, animated, elegant 
intercourfe which forms fo great a part of 
the bond of union between intelle&ual and 
well bred petfons& Had your mother been 
a woman of an uninformed, inelegant mind^ 
virtuous and pious as {he is, what abatement 
xnufl there have been in the bleifings of 
my lot! The exhibitingy the difplaying 
wife way entertain your company, ^ut it is 
only the informed, the refined, the culti* 
vated woman who can entertain yourfelf ; 
and I prefume whenever you marry yoir 
will marry primarily for yourfelf, and not 
for your friends : you will want a com* 
PANiON : an a&tist you may hire* 

c a *^ But 
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^^But remembisr^ Charles^ that when I 
am infifting fo much op, meat;^! delicacy^ I 
am afluming that all is right in ftill more 
feudal poipts* Do aot be contented with 
this fuperftradvre^ till you have afcertained 
the folidity of the foundation* . The oma- 
qij^ts which decorate, do not fupport the 
e4i|ice! Quarded 9$ you are by chriftian 
principles, and confirmed in virtuous ba^ 
bits, I truft yovi may fafely lopk abroad 
into the world. Do not, however, irrevo* 
cably difpofp of your affedions till you 
have made the long^prpmifed vifit to my 
earlieft, wiiieft, and befl: friend Mr. St^oley^ 
I am far frpm defiring diat your fnend 
fiiould dire^ your choice. It Is what 
even your father would not do: but he 
will be the mofl: £uthful and moft difinte* 
refted of counfellors/* 
. I refolved now for a few months to leave 
the priory, the feat of my anceftors, to make 
a tour not only to London, but to Stanley 
Grove, in Hampfliire, the refidence of i^y 
father'ainend y a vifit I was about to qiake 
with him jult before his laft illnefs. He 
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Xvilhed me to go alone^ but I could not 
prevail on myfelf to defert his fick-bed for 
any fcheme of amu&ment. 

I began to long earneflly for the plea- 
fures of converfation, pleafures ^Bdiicb> in 
our fitl^l^ but Ibcial and feleS: drcle of 
ciilfivited frieAds^ I had beefi slcctiftomed 
to enjoy« I am aware that certain &a6 
townf-bred men would ridicule the bare 
mention 6f learned afid polilhed convarfii* 
tion at a village in Weftmoreland, ot indeed 
at a<iy plac^ out of the precin£ts of the 
metropolis ; juft as a Londoli phyficiaii; or 
lawyer, fmite fupefciiioti#y at the fug- 
gefted merits of a profeffional brbther m a 
provincial towtt« 6ood fiiinfe, however, is 
of all countrii^s, and even kifowledge is not 
altogether a mere local advantage. Thefe, 
and not tlie topics of &e hour, furniflk the 
befi raw materials for iforlkiikg up am imw 
proving ihtercourfe. 

It muft be confefledy however^ a)5 1 have 
fiilce found, that for ^vmg a terfenefs and 
ft polilb to coxiverfadon : lor rubbing out 
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prejudices; for corr^ing egotifm} for 
keeping felf importance out of fight^ if not 
curing it; for bringing a. man to condenfe 
what he has to tajy if he intends to be lif- 
tened to; for accuftoming him to endure 
oppofition; for teaching him not to think 
every man who differs ffom hin^ in n^at. 
ters of tafte, a fool^ and in pplitics, ja 
knave} for cutting doisip harangues; fqr 
guarding him from producing as novelties 
and inventions, what has been faid a thoui- 
fand times ; for quicknefe of allufipp, whic^ 
brings. the idea before you without detail 
or quotation ; nothing is equal to the mif- 
cellaneous fociety of Londqa. The advan^ 
tages too which it po^eff^s* in being the 
feat of the courts the parliament^ and the 
courts of law, as well as the common centre 
of arts and talents^ of every kind, all thefe 
raife it abtove every qther fcene of intellect 
tual improvement, or colloquial pleafure, 
perhaps in the wljole world. 

But this was only the fecondary motive 
of my intended migration. I conne£led 
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With it the hope, that in a more extended 
furvey, I might be more likely to feleft a 
deferving companion for life. " In fuch a 
companion/^ faid I, as I drove along in my 
poft chaife, *' I do not want a Helen, a 
Saimt Cecilia, or a' Madame Dicier; yet 
ftd' muft* be'rfegant or 1 fhould not lo\e 
hepj ^fenfible, or IJhould not refpc^ her j 
{>Fudent, or I could not eofifede in herj 
Weil- informed, or fhe could not educate my 
children*; well-bred, or fhe could not enter- 
tain my friends; cofiji/lenu or I fhould 
offend the (hade of my mother; jnous, or 
I fhould not be happy with her, becaufe 
the prime comfort in a companion for life, 
is the delightful hope that fbe will be a 
companion for eternity/' 

After this foiiloquy, I was frightened to 
refled that fo much was requifite ; and 
yet \ when I began to confider in which ar*. 
tide I could make any abatement^ I wU 
willing to perfuade myfelf that ray requii* 
fitions wei'e moderate. 
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f- HAD occaGoQall)' vifited two or titurM* 
i^Ues in our pymi cpuiity, firho we^e £iid tQ 
iqake a veiy genteel appearance ^ ftarrow 
fortiinei. jfS^a^l was known not to confid^r 
fnoney as a prinppal confideration, it 1^4 
obfijk been imiinatied to me what ^xcelteni^ 
^ve^ the dsLughtors of thefe faimlies would 
make^ beoaufe qq a very flender allowance 
ih&x appearantce was as elegant as that of 
ivomen: of t^ times their e^pedautvHis. I 
franflated this r^^pe^kable appearand into 
a language not the inoft fiiyourable; as I 
inftantly inferred, and srftcrwands^ was con- 
vinced, that this perfiH^al figure was maide 
by Ae facrifice of their whole time to thpfe 
decofations^ which procured thein crqd^ by 
puttiug their outward figure on a par with 
the moft affluent. If a girl with a thoufand 
pounds rivals, in her drefs one with' tea 
thoufand, is it not obvious, that not only 
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jiiU her time muft be employed, but all her 
money devoted to this one objed ? Not 
thing but the clippings and parings from 
her perfonal adornments could enable tier 
to fupply the demands of charity ; and 
thefe facFifices, it is evident (he is not dif- 
{jofed to make. 

Another inducement fuggefted to me 
was, that thefe young ladies would make 
the better wives, becaufe they had never 
peen corrupted by the expenfive pleafores 
of London, and had not been fpoilt by the 
gay fcenes of diffipation which it afforded. 
This argument would have weighed power- 
iiiHy with me, had I not obferved, that they 
' never . abftained from any amufement in the 
(XHintry that came within their reach. 

I naturally kiferred, that (he who eagerly 
grafped at every petty provincial diffipation, 
would with increafed alacrity have plunged 
^ntp the more alluring gaieties of the mecro^ 
polls had it been in her power. I thought 
ihe had even lefs apology to plead than the 
fown lady j 'the fault was equal, while the 
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temptation was lefs ; and (he Viho wa$ a» 
dJiOpated as her limited bounds permitted, 
where there was little to attraft^ would, I 
feared, be as diilipated as (he poflibly 
tould be, when her temptations were mul« 
tiplied, and her facilities increafed. 

I had met with feveral young ladies of 
a higher defcriptibn, daughters of our coun- 
try gentlemen, a clafs which furniihes ^ 
number of vxlluable and elegant women. 
Soim of thefe, whom I knew, feemed lui* 
entceptienable ia manner, and in mind« 
They had feen fomething pf the world, 
without having been fpoilt by it ; had read 
With advantage ; and acquitted themfelves 
well in the duties which they had been 
called . to pra&ife* But I was withheld 
from cultivating that degree of intimacy 
which would have enabled me to take zj\ 
exad meafure of their mind&, by the injnnc* 
tion of my father, that I would never 2.U 
tach myfelf to any woman till I had feeQ 
and confulted Mr. Stanley* This diredion, 
' whi<;h, like all his wi(hes, was a Uw to me, 
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operated as a fort of fedative in the fligH 
kttercourfe I had had with the ladies; and* 
refdiving to pbflpone all fuch iotimacy as 
might have led to attachment, I did liot 
allow myfelf to come near enough to feel 
ynt\i ifltereftj or) to judge with decifion. 

As foon as I got to town I vifited ibnle 
0f my fathelr's friends. I was kindly re- 
.^ived fqr 1^$ fake, and at their houfes foon 
enlarged the fphere of my acquaintance, I 
was coi^cerned to remark that two or t^e 
genjlemen whom I had obferved to be very 
r^ular in their attendance on public wor- 
flvp In the country, feldom watit to church 
ki London ; in the afternoon never. ^^ Re- 
gion," they faid, by way of apology, " was 
entirely a thing of example, it was of great 
political importance, fociety was held to- 
gether by the reftraint£[ it impofed on the 
lower.orders. When they were in the coun- 
try It was highly proper that their tenants 
aiid workmen fbould have the; benefit of 
their example, but in London the cafe was 
different. Where there were fo many. 
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churches^ no one knew vrhethef you wefit 
Of liot^ and where no fcandal Was given no 
harm was done/^ As this was a io^c which 
had not found hs way infto my father's re- 
^gion, I was not convinced by it, I femem- 
ber Mr. Burke, fpeaking of the Englifb^ 
w^ were fo humane at home, and whom he 
unjuftly acdufed of wanting humanity vet 
India, fays, ^ that the humanity of Britain^ . 
IS a humanHy of p<nnts and f)arallels/^ 
Stindy the religion of the gentlemen in queC> 
j^on is not lefs a geographical diftin&ion^ 

This error, I conceive, arifes from tclu 
gion being <bo much confidered as a mere 
if^itution of decorum, of convention^ of 
fociety ; and not as an inftitution founded 
on the condition of human nature, a cote-^ 
Rant of mercy for repairing the evils which 
fin has produced. ,lt fprings from the tmit 
ef a conviction that ,chsi(Uanity is an in# 
dividual as well as general concern; thaC 
religion is a perfonal thing, previous tp itH 
being a matter of example ; that a man is 
not infallibly faved pr loft as a portion of 
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toj femily, or any churchy or any com* 
munity ; but that as he is individually r&r 
fponfibie^ he muft be individually brought 
to a deep and humbling fenfe of his own 
perfonal wants, without taking any refuge 
ia the piety he may fee around him, of 
which he will have no benefit, if he be no 
partaker. 

I regretted, even for inferior reafons, the 
little diflin^Hon which was paid to the fa» 
cred day* To fay nothing of the elev^iMng 
views which the foul acquires from devoting 
itfelf to its proper objeft ; the man of bu- 
linefs, methinks, ihould rejoice in its re* 
turn ; the politician fhould welcome its 
appearance, not only as a reft from anxiety 
and labour, but as an occafion of cooling 
and quieting the mind, of foftening its 
irritation, of allaying its ferment, and thus 
reftoring the repaired faculties and invigo^^ 
rated fpirits to the demands of the fucceed- 
ing week, in a frame of increafed aptitude 
for meeting its difficulties and encounter- 
ing its duties. 

The firft perfon whom I vifited was a 
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good-natured, friendly man, whom I had 
occalionally feen in the North. As I had 
no reafon to believe that he was religious^ 
in the true fenfe of the word, I had no in<« 
tention of looking for a wife in his family* 
1, however, thought it not amifs, to aflb-* 
ciate a little with perfons of different de^ 
fcriptions, that by a wider range I might 
learn to correft my general judgment, as 
well as to guide my particular purfuit« 
Nothing it is true would tempt me to fe- 
led a woman on whofe pious difpofitions 
I could not form a reafonable dependence ^ 
yet to come at the reality of thofe difpo- 
fitions was no eafy matter. 

I had heard my hxher remark, that he 
had, more than once, knowd a right-minded 
girl, who feemed to have been firft taught 
of heaven, and afterwards fupported in her 
Chriftian courfe under almoft every human 
difadvantage ; who boldly, but meekly^ 
maintained her own principles, under all 
the hourly temptations and oppofition of a 
worldly and'irreligious family, and who had 
given the beft evidence of her piety towards 
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God, by her patient forbeafance towards 
her erring friends. Such women had made 
admirable wives when they were after* 
wards tranfplanted into families where 
their virtues were underftood, and their 
piety cherifhed. While, on the other 
band, he had known others, who accu£- 
tomed from childhood to the fober habits 
of family religion^ under pious but injudi- 
cious parents, had fallen in mechanically 
with the domeflic pradices, without hav- 
ing ever been inftrufted in Chriftian 
principles, or having ever manifefted any 
religious tendencies* The implantation of 
a new principld^ never having been incul- 
cated, the religious habit has degenerated 
into a mere form, the parents ading as if 
they thought that religion muft come by 
nature or infedion in a religious family. 
Thefe girls, having never had their own 
hearts igipreflfed, nor their own characters 
diftindly confidered, nor individually cul- 
tivated, but being taken out as a portion 
from the mafs, have afterwards taken the 
caft and colour of any fociety intio which 
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Aey have happened to be thrown ; and thej^ 
who before had lived religioufly with th^ 
religious, have afterwards ai&milated with 
the gay and diiHpated, when thus throwri 
into their company, as cordially as if they 
had never been habituated to better things. 

At dinner there appeared two pretty 
looking young ladies, daughters of my 
friend, who had been fome time a widower* 
I placed myfelf between them for the pur-^ 
pofe of prying a little into their minds^ 
while the reft of thcf company were con-* 
verdng on indifferent fubjeds. Having 
formerly heard this gentleman's deceafed 
wife extolled as the mirror of managers^ 
and the arrangements of his table highly 
commended, I was furprifed to fee it fo 
ill appointed, and every thing wearing 
marks of palpable inelegance. Though 
no epicure, I could not forbear obferving 
that many of the difhes were out of fea^ 
fon, ill chofen, and ill drefled. 

While I was puzzling my head for a fo* 
lution, I recoUefted ' that I had lately read 
in a mod refpeflable periodical work, a pa<' 
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ptt (compofed, I believe^ however by a 
raw recruit of that well difciplined corps) 
which iofiftedihat nothing tended to make 
ladies fo ufelels and inefficient in them^- 
nage as the (tudy of the dead languages. 
I jumped to the concluilon, and was in an 
inftant perfuaded that my young hoftefles 
muft not only be perfed miftrefies of 
Latln^ but the tout enfemhle was fo ill 
arranged as to induce me to give them foil 
credit for Greek alfo. 

Finding, therefore, that my appetite was 
baulked, I took comfort in the certainty 
that my underftanding would be well regal- 
ed ; and after fecretly regretting that learn* 
ing (hould fo effectually deftroy ufefulneis^ 
I was retblved to derive intelledual comfort 
from this too claffical repaft. Turning fud- 
denly to the eldeft lady, I afked her at once 
if Ihe did not think Virgil the fined poet 
• in the world. She blufhed, and thus con- 
firmed me in the opinion that her modefty 
was equal to her erudition. I repeated my 
queftion with a little circumlocution. She 
(tared and faid (he had never heard of 
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the perfon I mentioned, but that fli< 
had read Tears of Senfibility, and Rofa 
Matilda, .and Sympathy of Souls, and 
Too CivH by Half, and the Sorrows c^ 
Werter, and the Stranger, and the Or- 
phans of Snowdon. 

" Yes, Sir,'' joined in the younger fit- 
ter, who did not rife to fo high a pitch 
of literature, ^^ and we have read Perfidy 
Pdniihed, and Jemmy and Jenny Jefia" 
my, and the Fortunate Footman, and the 
Uluftrious Chambermaid/' I blufhed and 
{tared in my turn i and here the / con* 
verfation, through the difficulty of our 
being intelligible to each other, dropped; 
and I am perfuaded that I funk much 
lower in their eft^em for not being ac- 
quainted with their favorite authors, than 
they did in inhie for having never heard of 
Virgil. 

I rofe from the table with a full convic- 
tion that it is very poffible for a woman to 
be totally ignorant of the ordinary but in* 
difpenfible , duties of commcm life without 
knowing one word of Latin y and that her 
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being a bad companion is no infallible 
proof of her being a good cconomifl:. 

I am afraid the f>oOr father faw fome* 
thing of my dlfappointment in iny coun- 
tcnanee, fbr when we were alone in the 
evening, he obferved, that a heavy addition 
to his other caufes of regret for the lofs of 
his wife, was her excellent management of 
his family. I found afterwards, that though 
fhe had brought him a great fortune, (he had 
had a very low education. Her father, a 
Cbarfe country efquire, to^ whom the plea- 
fures of the table were the only pleafures 
for which he had any reiifh, had no other 
•ambition for his daughter, but that (he 
Ihould be the mod famous houfewife in 
,the country. He gloried in her culinary . 
perfections, which he underftood ; of the 
deificiencies of her mind he had not the 
Icafk perception. Money and good eating, 
he owned, were the^ only things in life 
whieh had a real intrinfic value ; the value 
of all other things, he declared, exift.ed in 
the imagination on 1 y • 
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The poor lady^ v^hen fiie became a mo* 
ther, and was brought out into the world, 
felt keefily the deficiencies of her own edu- 
cation. ,The dread of Scylla, as is ufual, 
wrecked her on Charybdis* Her firft re- 
folution, as foon as {he had daughters, was 
that they fhould learn every thing. A|l the 
mafters who teach things of little intrinfic 
ufe were extravagantly paid for fupernu- 
merary attendance } and as no one in the 
family was capable of judging of their im- 
provements, their progrefs was but flow 
Though they were taught much, they learnt 
but little, even of thefe unneceiTary things ; 
and of things neceiiary they learnt nothing.. . 
Their welUntentioned mother was not 
aware that her daughters' education was 
almoft as mucli calculated to gratify the 
fenfes, though' in a different way, and with 
more apparent refinement, as her own bad 
been ; and that mind is left nearly as mnch 
cut of the queftion in making an ordinary 
artift as in making a good cook* 
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Jp ROM my fondnefs for converfation, my 
imagination had been early fired with Dr« 
Johnfon's r^mark^ that there is no pleafure 
on earth comparable' to the j^ne full jl&iv 
of London talk. I, who, fince I had quitred 
college^ had feldom had my mind refreihed, 
but S^ith the petty rills and penurious 
ftreams of knowlege which country fo- 
ciety afforded, now expeded to meet it in a 
ftrong and rapid current, fertilizing where- 
ever it flowed, produwig i^ abundance the 
rich fruits of argument, and the gay flowers 
of rhetoric. I looked for ah uninterrupted 
courfe of profit and delight. I flattered 
myfelf that every dinner would add to my 
ftock of images ; that every debate would 
clear up.fome difficulty, ^ery difcuflion 
elucidate fome truth; that every allufion 
would be purely claflical, every' fentence 
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abound with inftruftion, and every period 

be pointed with wit. 

On the tiptoe of expe£^ation I went to 
dine with Sir John Belfield, m Cavendi&« 
fquare. I ]ooke9 at/lU^ stitch fifty times. 
I thought it Would never be fix , o'clock* 1 
did npt<;aretp fhew- my country breedings 
by.going too ea^ ly, to incomipodc my fnend,. 
nor my town . breeding, by going top . Isite,^ 
and fpoi)ing his dinner* Sir John ^ a va- 
luabfe, elegant minded man, ,and, next; ip 
Mr, Sta^nley, ftood high eft in my father's 
efteem for his mental accomplifljmenis and 
correft morals. As I knew he w^s remark- 
able for alTembling at his tabl<e nien of 
fenfe,. tafte, and learning, my e^tpedlattens 
of pleafure were very High.. " Here at 
leaft'Vfaid I, as I heard the name of one 
clever man announced af;er another, '' here, 
2^ leaft,. I cannot fail to find 

The feaft of rcafon .and the flow of foul.. 

Me^e, at leaift, all thje energies of my mind 
will, be feroAigh^ into e?cerdfe. f^roim this, 
fpciety: J (b*kll carry away docuinents* for^ 
the in}pr(0ven>q;it of my ^afte j, , L fhail |trea^ 

fuye 



Cure up bjnfis to ffixlch the uiKlerftan4i9g(^ 
wd colled apbodfms for the conduSb of Ufe. 
At fufft there wst* no hir opportunity to 
iqtrod^is any coorerfation beyond tfae;fo« 
pifTs of the 4ay> wd to tjbc^ it muft, be 
fpnfeljli^d, thidn eyentfiil peripd gives 9 ^ew 
9)ad ;pf>|xrerful intereft. I ihould hs^ve been 
8}t|cH' ple^d ta haye had my co^fofiy »po« 
Ulics, i;$(£t^^. ai;id any preju^^s,^ vrhi^Gh 
1 nfiighr Iwre .?9j|U;{^ded, rcmove4.qr fpft* 
cp^y. cpuld ihi? jdjfpuflSon bj^ve jDp^ C9rrip4 
9n wkhiftvt the feequeat lAt^q-fjypt^n of 

(^ TPWg^ft >W^ *^^ ^^^ compapy., Thif 
j^^tleman br<^e m pn every repi?a;^,ii by 
defcanting fucceffively on the : menus' qf 
ihe Tarious diihes ; and^ if it .be tr^e that 
experience only can determine the:, i^dg* 
jments be gave proof of that beft i%bt, jt9 
pepremptory decifion, by not trufti^g . t^ 
iklufive theory, bu; by: a^uayy earing. f^ 
/every 4iih at tablf. . . - '* 

His aniniadvo-fions were; i^tered. l^^t^ 
*he gravity of ^ Gen?»aii ph^Pifophprj 3W^ 
^he fcience of a French cook. If any qf bfs 
opinions happened to be copj^pve^cV J)e 
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qdbted in cohfirmatioh of his own judg* 

» r 

ment, FAimanac des Gourmands^ whtclr 

* • *i • 

he aftired us was the tnoll valuable' #6rk 
that had appeared in Fhtnce fince tht 
revcTmion. The aiittior of this book' 118 
fcethed to confider of z» high is(uthoi*ity*ii8 
flie'icferice of eating, \% -Cdke dr HSle iS 
thit dP'jt^Mfprudenee, or Qhin^arn iti^thi 
ftrt 6f cdttciTm. Tb thi tf edfe of thti comi 
pany 'hoWever, be it fpolteh, he bad fh^ 
wholfe'dF this topic to faimfelf.^'^Th«^i*ft 
of Hdt party ^ were in genefral, -toff' qaite'-i 
diflferent^icalibre, and as^ Kttle acquainted 

^ • ' « • 

with' his fatVoiirite author, 'as he "prooHblj^ 
Was^ with theirs. ' ■"'"- -• - '- 

The lady ^ of the boufe was pcrfeSly 
lamtable and well bre^. Her dinner *wa4 
'exeellent, and every thing about her had in 
ViX of elegance andfpleddour : of t:ourfe fii^ 
tompletely. - efcipedw the difgrace erf'- being 
thought a fcholar, but hot the fufffitibA 
•'of 'having 'a: very good tafte! Monged^for 
khc removal of the cloth, and wfes eagerlj^ 
anticipating the pleafure and improvement 

^ • ■ 

that awaited ioie^ ' . : » 

•■'•■:• M 



As foon as the fenrants were begixming 
to withdraw, wff got into a fort •f attitude 
c( conva'fatk>n ; ali except the eulogill of 
P Almanac des Gourmands^ who, wrapping 
himfelf up in the comfortable conIciou£> 
nefs of his own fuperior judgement , ai^ a- 
Ihlle piqued that he bad found |ieithel^'fup«i' 
port! nor bppofition (the next, bed thing tci. 
a ]m)fefled fta)karX he feemed to . have a 
pciifo&, ' indifference vo 'aK^ topics except 
that on whidh be. bad flietim fotnuch dx)-* 
i[}uenc» Witb fb little effed. 

/The laft tray was now carried out, the 
laft- lingeriikg fervaht bad retirdd* I ViM 
beginning to liAen with ail my ^loweri of 
atttnttoQ^ X.6 an ingenious gentieman who 
vis tibic^t to give at) interefting account 
of Egypt, where be h^d fpent.Va year, 
and ironi whence be was lately feturned* 
He Was juftigot to the catacombs^ 

• when dn a fitdden opcti fly^ 
Wkh'impetDottC rrcoil and Jarnog {bund* 

the mahogany feldmg doors, and in at once 
ilniggling who fhould be firft, rufhed half 

a dozen 
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a dozen children, lovely, frelh, gay, taiA 
noify. This fudden and violent irruptioa 
of the pretty barbarians neceffarily caufed 
a total interruption of conyerfation^ The 
Uprightly creatures ran round the table to 
chafe where they would fiit. At length 
this great difficulty of courts and cabins, 
tie tboice $f places^ was fettled*; , The UnJ^ 
tilings were ' joAled iii hetween .th^ ladies^ 
who all contendied 99ho;ihould>get jp^piflef^ 
ikuat of the Uttie beauties^ Oiie iwas iti 
raptures with the rofy cheeks .of a fw<€^ 
girl, flie i)eid in \itx lap* A fecbod ilex- 
claimed alood at the beautiful la^e \4;h 
which the frock of another was tnrimmed^ 
and whicii (he was fure mans^ma jhad 
given her for being fo good. A pr<)fitabl^ 
and doubtlefs a. lafting and infeparabl^ a£> 
fociati<m was thus formed in th« child'3 
n)ind bet\|reen lace and goodo^fs* A third 
crief^ iQttt, ?* look at th^ pretty angel !— kIo 
but obrerve^-«*her bracelets are as blue as 
4ep eyes- Did you ever fe^ fuch aiip«|t(;li ? 
" Surely, lady BqlfkW/*! cri^d a fourth,. 

** you 
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**you carried the eyes to the {hop, or there;, 
muft have be^n, a Ihade of diflference," . I 
ipyfelf, who aui paffionately fond of chU-» 
dren, eyed the fweet little rebels with com- 
placency, notwithftanding; the unfealbn^ 
2(blen€& of their ijiierruption. 

At laft, when they were all difpoiisd of, 
I refumed my enquiries about the refting 
pl.a<;^ of the mummies. But the grand dif- 
pute who {hould have oranges and who 
0)ould hs^ve almonds and raifins, fooa 
raifedfuch a clamour that it was impoiS- 
bie to hear my Egyptian friend. ^ TWi 
great cpnteA was, however, at length fet- 
tldd, and I was returning to the antiquitieji 
qf Memphis, when the important point, 
who (hpvild have red wine, and who ihould 
have whjte^ who iflliould. have half a glafsj^ 
^d whp a : whole one,, fet us again. in, aa 
uproar. . Sir Jpbn was vif^bly uneafy. and 
cothmanded filence. Durjng this interval 
of peace, I gave up ^e catacombs, and tool; 
refuge in^ ,the pyramids. But I had no 
fbonep prppoied my queftiqn about the fer* 
pent l^id to be found in one of them, than 

the 
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the fon and heir, a fine little felTow jajfl 
fix years old, reaching out his arm to dart 
an apple acrofs the table at his fifter, ro* 
guiOily intending to overfet her glafs, un- 
lockity overthrew his own, brimfuH of port 
wine. The whole contents were difcharged 
oil (he elegant drapery of a white robed 
liymph* • • 

' AH was now agitation and diftrefs, and 
difturbance and confufion, the gentlemen 
tingmg for napkins, the ladies affiftiiig the 

dripping fair one ; each vying ' with the 

> 

other who fhould recommend the moft ap- 
^oved fpecific for getting otit the ftain of 
ted /Wine, and cbmfortrng the fufFiferer by 
ftorres of ftrrtilar misfortunes* The poor 
Kttle culprit was difiniffed, and all difficuK 
ties and difafters feemed at laft furmcfuftted; 
Bnryoti cannot heat up again an inter^ft 
vrftfclj has been fo often cooled. The 
thread of convcrfation had been fo fre- 
quently broken; that I defpaired of feeing 
it tied together again. I forrowfully gave 
up catacombs, pyramids, and ferpent, and 
was obKged to 'c6ntcnt myfelf mth a K^ile 
^ ^ defultory 
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^fultoiy chat with my next neighbour ; 
ibrry and difappointed to glean only a few 
fcattered ears, where I had expeded Co 
abundant a harveft; and the day froca 
which J[ had promifed myfeif fo much be- 
nefit and delight palfed away with a very 
flender acquifition of either. 
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CHAP. V. 

1 WENT almoft immediately after, at the 
invitation o£Mn Ranby, to pafs a few days 
at his villa at Hampftead. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ranby were efteemed pious perfons, bu- 
having rifen to great affluence by a fudden 
turn of fortune in a commercial engage- 
ment, they had a little felf-fufficiency, and 
not a little difpofition to afcribe an undue 
importance to wealth. This 1 (hould have 
thought more pardonable under their cir- 
cumftances, had I Aot expected that reli- 
gion would in this refpe£t have more than 
fupplied the deficiencies of education. 
Their religion, however, cpnfifted almoft 
exclufively in a difproportionate zeal for a 
very few do&rines. And though they 
were he from being unmoral in their own 
pra6icey yet in theur difcourfe they s^- 
fe£ted to undervalue morality. 

i This 
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This was, iiMleed, more particukriiy the 
cafe with the lady, whofe chief ol^ed of 
difcourfe feeioed to be, to convince me of 
her great fuperiority to her hufband in po« 
4emical &ilL Her cliafte converfatibn cer- 
tainly was not coupled with fear* In one 
refped flie was the very reverfe of thofe 
Pharifees who were icrupuloufly exaA 
about their petty obfervances* Mrs« Ranby 
was, on the contrary, anxious about a very 
few important particulars, and e^conerated 
herfelf from the neceffity of all inferior 
attentions. She was ftrongly attached to 
one or two preachers, and difcovered little 
candour for all others, or for thofe who at- 
tended them. Nay, (he fomewhat doubted 
of the foundnefs of the faith of her frmids 
and acquaintance, who would not incur 
great inconvenience to attend one or other 
of her favourites. 

Mrs. Ranby's table was " more than 
hofpitably good.** 1 here was not the leaJR: 
fufpiciun of Latin here. The eulogift of 
female ignorance might have dined in com- 
fortable fecurity agalnft the intrufion and 

vanity 
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TOoity of erudiuon. She had three daugh- 
ters^ not unpleafing young women. But 1 
vas much concerned to obferve that they 
were not only dreffed to the very ex- 
tremity of the faihion, but their drapery 
was as tranfparenty as Ihort, and as fcanty, 
there was as fedulous a difclofure of tbdr 
perfons, and a^ great a redundancy of or- 
itaments, as I had feen in the gayeft cir- 
cles* 

** £xpe£t not perfedion/* faid ray good 

iinother^ " but look for confijlency.^* This 
principle my parents had not only taught 
me in the clofet, but had illuftrated by their 
deportment in the family and in thjc world. 
They obferved a uniform corrednefs in their 
general demeanor^ They were not over 
anxious about charader for its own fake^ 
but they were tenderly vigilant not to bring 
any reproach on the Chriftian name by im- 
prudence, negligence, or inconfiftengy, even 
in fmall things, ** Cuftom,'* faid my mo- 
ther, '^ can never alter the immutable na- 
ture oY right ; fafliion can never juftify any 
practice which is improper in itfelf ; and to 

drefs 
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drefs indecently is ' as great ah offence 
againft purity and modefty, when it is the 
fafhion^ as when it is obfolete. There 
fhould be a line of demarcation fome where. 
In the article of. drefs and appearance,, 
Chriftian mothers ihould make a ftand. 
.They fhould not be fo unreafonable as to 
cxped that a young girl will of herfelf 
have courage to oppofe the united tempta- 
tions of fafhion without^ and the fecret 
prevalence of corruption within; and au- 
thority fhould be called in where admoni- 
tion fails." 

The converfation after dinner took a 
religious turn. Mrs. Ranby was not un- 
acquainted with the fubjeft, and exprefled 
herfelf with energy on many ferious points* 
I could have been glad, however^ to have 
feen her views a little more pradical ; and 
her fpirit a little lefs cenforious. I faw fhe 
took the lead in debate, and that Mr. 
Ranby fubmitted to ad as fubaltem, but 
whether his meeknefs was the eScd: of piety 
or fear I could not at that time determine. 
She protefted vehemently againft all dif- 

voL. I. X fipation^ 
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fipadon, in* vrbich I cordially joined her^ 
though I hope vnih fomething lefs intem- 
perance of manner and lefs acrimony againft 
thofe who purfued it. I began however^ 
to hope that her faults arofe chiefly from a 
bad judgment, and an ill regulated, mind. 

In many refpeds fhe feemed well inten- 

> 

dohed, though her language was a little 
debafed by coarfenefs^ and not a little dif- 
figured by afperity. 

I was forry to obferve that the young 
ladies not only took no part in the conver- 
fation, but that they did not even feem to 
know what was going on, and I muft con* 
fefs the manner in which it was conducted 
was not calculated to make the fubjeft in-» 
terefUng. The girls fat jogging and whif* 
' pering each other, and got away as fail as 
th^ could. 

As foon AS they were withdrawn— 
** There Sir," faid the mother, " are three 
girls who will make excellent wives* They 
never were at a ball or a play in their lives ^ 
and yet, though I fay it, who fiiould not fay 
*Tf,\hey areas highly accompliflied as any 

ladie$ 
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ladies at St James's.*' I cordially ap- 
proved the former part of her affertion, 
and bowed in filence to the latter. 

I took this opportunity of enquiring what 
had been her ^ mode of religious in(tru£lion 
for her daughters ; but though I put the 
queftion with much caution and deference, 
ihe looked difpleafed, and faid ihe did not 
think it neceflary to do a great deal In 
that way ; all thefe things muft come from 
above ; it was not human endeavours, bur 
divine grace which made Chriftians. I ob- 
ferved that the truth appeared to be, that 
di^ne grace hlejjing human endeavours 
feensed moft likely to accomplifh that great 
end. She replied that experience was not oa 
my fide, for that the children of religious 
parents were not always religion^. I allbwed 
thiat it was too true. I knew fhe drew her 
inftances from two or three of her own 
friends, who, while they difcovered much 
eamefthefs about their own fpiritual inte- 
reds, had almoft totally negle£):ed the re- 
'figious cultivation of then: children ; the 

B % daughters. 
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daughters ill particular^ had bden fuffered 
to follow their own devices, and to wafte 
their days in company of their olvn chuf* 
ing> and in the mod frivolous manner* 
^ What do ye more than others ?'' is an in- 
terrogation which this negligence; has fre* 
quently fuggefted^ Nay^ profeffing fe^. 
zious piety^ if ye do not more than thofe 
who profefs it not^ ye do lefs. 

I took the liberty tp remark that though 
there was no fuch thing as hereditary ho* 
Iine% no entail pf goodnefs ; yet the Al* 
imghty had promifed ia the fcriptures many 
bleflings to the offspring of the righteous^ 
He never meant^ hov^^ver, that ri^lijpon 
was to be transferred arbitrarily like an 
heirloom } but the promife was accompa^^ 
nied witt) conditions and injunfUons* The 
dirc^ons w^i'e esqirefs a^d frequent, to 
inculcate early zad late the great truths of 
religion i nayi it.wqs enforced with all the 
mini^ten^s of det^I, ^^ precept upon pre- 
cept^ line upon Kn^^ I^^re a little and there 
a little^'^'at al) times and feafonS| ^* walk** 
iog by the way, »Qtd fitting in the houfe.'' 
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I hazarded the aflertion, that it would 
generally be found that where'the children 
of pious parents turned out ill^ there had 
been fome miftake, fome negleft, or fome 
fault on the part of the paients \ that they 
had not ufed the right methods. I ob- 
ferved that t thought it did not at all de^ 
rogate -from the fovereignty of the Ali- 
inighty that he appointed certain means 
to accomplifli pertain endsj and that the 
adopting thefe, in conformity to his ap- 
pointmenty ^nd dependence on hi^ blefling, 
feemed to be one of the cafes in which we 
Ihould prove our faith by onr obedience, 

I found I had gone too far — -fhe faid, 
with fome warmth, that fhe was not want- 
ing in any duty to her daughters ; (he fet 
them a good example, and fhe prayed daily 
for their converfion. I highly commended 
her for both, but rifked the obfervation» 
^^ that praying without inftilling principles, 
might be as inefficacious as inftru£tion 
without prayen That it was like a huf- 
bandman who fhould expeft that praying 

s 3 for. 
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for fun(bine fhould produce a crop of com 
in a field where not one grain had been 
fown. God, indeed, could effe£t this, but 
he does not do it ; and the means being of 
bis own appointment, his omnipotence is 
not lefs exerted, by hi$ direding certaiji 
eSe£ls to . follow certain caufe^, tha^ it 
would be by any arbitrary z&Jl ^s it was 
evident that (he did not chufe to quarrel 
with me, ihe contented herfelf vMx faying 
coldly, that Ihe perceived I was a legalift^, 
and had but a bw view of diyine things* 

At tea I found the young ladies topk 
no more interefl: in the converfation, than 
they had done at dinner, but . fat whif- 
pering and laughing, and netting white filk 
gloves till they were fummoned to the harp-* 
fichord* Defpairing of getting on with 
them in company, I propofed a walk in the 
garden. I now found them as willing . to 
talk, as deftitute of any thing to fay. Their 
converfation was vapid and frivolous. They 
laid great ftrefs on fmall things. They 
feemed to have no fliades in their under- 

itanding, 
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ilanding, but ufed the ftrongeft terms for 
the commonefl: occafions, and admiration 
was excited by things hardly worthy to com- 
mand attention. They were extremely glad, 
and extremely forry, on fubjeds not calcu- 
lated to excite affeftions of any kind. They 
were animated about trifles, and indifferent 
oin things of importance. They w6re, I 
muft confefs, frank and good-natured, but 
it was evident, that as they were too open 
to have any thing to conceal, fo they were 
^00 uninformed to have any thing to pro- 
duce ; and I was refolved not to rifk my hap- 
pmefs with a woman who could not contri- 
bute her full fhare towards fpending a ^et 
winter cheerfully in the country. 
' The ne^^t day, all the hours from break- 
fad: to dinner were devoted to the harp* 
I had the vanity to think that this facrifice 
of time was made in compliment to me, as 
I had profefled to like mufic ; till I found 
that all their mornings were fpent in the 
fame manner, and the only fruit of their 
education, which feemed to be ufed to any 

14 purpofe 
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purpofe was^ that after their family devo* 
tions in the evening, they fung and played 
a hymn. This was almoft the only fign 
they gave of intelledual or fpiritual life* 
They attended morning prayers if they were 
drefled before the bell rang. One mormng, 
when they did not appeslr till late^ they 
were reproved by their father ; Mrs. Ranby 
faid, *^ ihe ihould be more angry with them 
for their irregularity, were it not that Mr, 
Ranby obfUnately perfifted in reading a 
printed form, which ihe was perfuaded 
could not do any body much good." The 
poor man, who was really well difpofed^ 
very properly defended himfelf by faying^ 
that he hoped his own heart went along 
with every word he read ; ajid as to his fa- 
mily, he thought it much more beneficial 
for thpm to join in an excellent compofition 
of a judicious divine, than to attend to any 
fuch crude rhapfody as he ihould be able to 
produce, whofe education had not qualified 
him to lead the devotions of others. I had 

« « 

i^ever heard him venture to make ufe of his 
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underftanding before ; and I continued to 
find it much better than I had at firft given 
him credit for. The lady obferved, with 
fome afperity, that where there were ^ifts 
and graces^ . it fuperfeded the neceffity of 
learning. 

In vindication of my own good breeding, 
I fliould obferve that, in my h'ttle debates 
with Mrs. Ranby, to which I was always 
challenged by her, I never loft fight of 
that becoming example of the fon of Cato, 
who, when about to deliver fentiments 
which might be thought too affuming in fo 
young a man introduced his admonitions 
with this modeft preface, 

ReocKmber wbat o^r father oft has faught us. 

I, without quoting the fon of the fage of 
Utica, conftantly adduced the paternal au- 
thority foropinions, which might favour too 
much of arrogance without fuch a fanftion. 

I obferved in the courfe of my vifit, that 
felf-denial made no part of Mrs; Ranby's 
religious plan. She fancied, I believe, that 
it favoured of works, and of works fhe was 

evidently 
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evidently afraid. She talked as if aftivity 
were ufelefs, and exertion unneceflfary^ 
and as if lik^ inanimate matter, we had 
nothing to do but to fit flill and be fhone 
upon. 

I affured her that though I depended on 
the mercy of God, through the merits of 
his Son, for falvation, as entirely as iSie 
could do, yet I thought that almighty grace 
fo far from fetting afide diligent exertion, 
was the principle which promoted it. That 
falvation is in no part of fcripture repre- 
fented as attainable by the indolent chrif* 
tian,. if I might couple fuch contradi&ory 
terms. That I had been often awfully 
{truck with the plain declarations, ^^ that 
the kingdom of heaven fuffereth violence 
rr^" flrive to enter in at the flrait gs^te 
^Vwhatfoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with all thy migbt^'-^^*' give diligence to 
inake your calling furc^-^r-^work out your 
own falvation." To this labour, this watch- 
fulnefs, this fedulity of endeavour, the 
crown of life is e^^prefsly promifbd, and 

falvatioa 
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£aIvatIon is not lefs the free gift of God^ 
,l)ecaufe he has annexed certain conditions 
to our obtaining it-- • 

The more I argued, the more I found 
my reputation declinfe, yet to argue flie 
compelled me. I really believe Ihe was 
fincere, but (he was ill informed, governed 
by feelings and impulfes, rather than by 
the plain exprefs rule of fcripture. It war 
pot that Ihe did not read fcripture, but ihe 
interpreted it her own way ; buik opinions 
on infulated texts ; did not compare fcrip. 
ture with fcripture, except as it concurred 
to flrengthen her bias. She confidered with 
^ difproportionate fondnefs, thofe paiTages 
which fupported her preconceived opinions 
inftead of being uniformly governed by the 
general tenor and fpint of the facred page. 
She had far lefs reverence for the precep* 
live; than for the dodrinal parts, becaule 
(he did not fufficiently coniider faith as an 
operative influential principle } nor did ihe 
conceive that the fublimeft do£lrines in- 
volve deep practical confequences. She did 
Slot coniider the government of the tongue^ 

nor 
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lior the command of her paffions, as^'forin* 
ing any material part of the chridian cha-* 
raften Her zeal was fiery becaufe her- 
temper was fo ; and her charity was cold^i 
becaufe it was an expenfive propenfity to 
]i;eep warm. Among the perfeflions of the 
Redeemer's charafter, fhe did not confider 
bis being " meek and lowly,** as an exam* 
ple^ the influence of which was to extend 
to her. She confidered it indeed as ad-t 
tnirabk but not as imitaik; a diftin£lio!i 
ihe was very apt to make in all her prafiicsil 
difiertatlons, and in her interpretation of 
fcripture. 

In the evening Mrs. Ranby was lament-* 
ing in general and rather cuftomaryterms^ 
her own exceeding finfulnefs. Mr. Ranby 
faid, *' You accufe yourfelf rather too 
heavily my dear, you have fins to be fure.** 
*' And pray what fins have I, Mr. Kanby ?** 
faid ihe, turning upon him with fo much 
quicknefs that the . poor man " ftarted. 
** Nay,** faid he meekly, *1 1 did' not mean 
to offend you ; fo far from it, that hearing 
you condemn yourfelf fo grieVoufly, I ini^ 

tgided 



tended to comfort you, and to fay that, ex- 
cept a fe\y faults—" " And pray what 
faults ?*' interrupted Ihe, continuing to 
fpeak however, left he (hould catch an in- 
terval to tell them. ** I defy you Mr. Ran* 
by to produce one." ** My dear," replied 
he, ** as you charged yourfelf with all, I 
thought it would be letting you off ch^ply 
by naming only two or three, fuch as-—." 
Here, fearing matters would go too far, I 
interpofed, and foftening things as much 
ae I could for the lady, faid, " 1 conceived 
that Mr. Ranby meant, that though (he 
partook of the general corruption*—" Here 
Ranby interrupting me with more fpirit. 
than I thought he poflFeffed^ faid " Gene- 
ral corruption, Sir, muft be the fource of 
particular corruption. I did not mean 
that my wife was worfe than other women." 
t—** ^orfe, Mr. Ranby, worfe ?" cried (he. 
Ranby^ for the firft time in his life, not 
minding her went on. ^' As ihe is always 
infilling that the whole fpecies is corrupt, 
Ihe cannot help allowing that fhe herfelf 

has 
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has not quite efcapbd the infeftion; Novr 
to be a finner in the grofs and a faint in 
the detail ; that is, to have all fins, and nd 
faults, is a thing I do fiot quite compre«* 
hend/' 

After he had left the room, which he dJd 
a$ the Ihorteft way of allaying the ftorm, 
fhe apologized for him, faid " he was a well- 
meaning man, and afted up to the little 
Kght he had ;'* but added, ^* that he was 
unacquainted with religious feelings, aUd 
knew little of the nature of converfion.** 

Mrs. Ranby I found feema to confider' 
Chriftianity as a kind of free-mafonry, and 
therefore thinks it fuperfluous to fpeak on 
feripus fubjeSs to any but the initiated. If 
they do not return the Jign^ fhe gives them 
up as blind and dead. She thinks fhe can 
cmly make herfelf intelligible to thofe to 
' whom certain peculiar phrafes are familiar^ 
and though her friends may be correfl:, de- 
vout, and both do£trinaIly and pradicaliy 
pious ; yet if they cannot catch a certain 
myftic meaning, if there is not a fympathy • 

of 
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of intelligence between her , and them, if 
they do not fully conceive of impreffions, 
and cannot refppnd to myfterious comma* 
nications, (he holds them unworthy of in« 
tercourfe with her. She doe? not' fo 
much infift on high moral excellence as 
the criterion of their worth, as on their 
own account of their internal feelings. 

She holds very cheap,, that gradual 
growth In piety which is, in reality, no lefs. 
the efieft of divine grace, than thofe inftan- 
taneous converfions, which (he believes to 
be fo common. She cannot be perfuaded 
that, of every advance, in piety, of every im- 
provement in virtue, of every illumination 
of the underftanding, of every amendment 
in the heart, of every reftification of the 
villi, the fpirit of God is no lefs the author, 
becaufe it is progreffive, than if it were 
fudden. It is true. Omnipotence . can, 
i^hen he pleafes, flill produce thefe inftan- 
taneous efiefts, as he has fometimea. d6ne ; 
but as it is not his eflablifhed or common 
mode of operation, it feems vain and rafh, 
prefumptuoufly to wait for tliefe miracu- 

lous 



$4 CCELEBS. 

loQS interferences^ An implicit depend-^ 
cnce* however, on fuch interference, is 
certainly more gratifying to the genius of 
enthufiafm than the anxious vigilance, the 
fervent prayer, the daily ft ruggle, the fbme- 
times fcarcely perceptible though conftant 
pogrefs of the fober-minded Chriftian^ 
Such a Chriftian is fully aware that his 
heart requires as much watching in the 
more advanced as in the earlier ftages of 
his religious courfe. He is cheerful in a 
well-grounded hope, and looks not for ex« 
tacies till that hope be fwallowed up ia 
fruition* Thankful if he feel in his heart 
a growing love to God, and an encreafing 
fubmiflion to his will, though he is uncon« 
fciqus of vifionSf and unacquainted with 
any revelation but that which God has 
inade in his word. He remembers^ and he 
derives confolation from the remembrance^ 
that bis Saviour, in his mod gracious and 
foothing invitation to the ••^ heavy laden,'' 
has mercifully promifed ^^ reft,'' but he 
has no where promifed rapture, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI 

# 

j3ut to return to Mrs. Ranby's dka^. 
ters. Is thiis arkjifimcy^ fald I t6 tnyfelfy 
wheti I Jcompared the inanity of the life 
with the ferioufiiels of the difcbttrfe; ahd 
cohtrafted the vacant way In which the day 
was fpent) with the decent ahd deVobt msui* 
ner in which it \^a$ begdn ahd ended i I i*e« 
colle£(ed, that liitder the edHy thongk im- 
perfefl facred inftitution, the fire bf the 
momihg and evening facrifice was never 
fnSered to be extinguilhed daring the day. 

Though Mrs. Ranby would haVe thoii^ht 
it a little heathetiiffi to have had hei^ daugli- 
ters inftru£ted in politev literature^ and fo 
have fillied a leifure hour in residing to her 
a ufeful book, that was not profefledly re- 
ligious, (he felt no compUhdtbh at th^ 
wade of time, or the tiifling pUifiiitii in 
\irhich the day was fuBFered to ffieiid itfelf. 
The piano-forte, when they were weary of 

VOL. I. F the 
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the harp, copying fome indifferent draw- 
ings, gilding a fet of flower-pots, and 
netting white gloves and veils, feemed to 
fill up the whole bu(ine& of thefe immor- 
tal beings, of thefe Chrifllans, for whom it 
had been folemnly engaged that they fhould 
manfully fight under Chrift's banner. 

On a farther acquaintance, 1 was much 
more inclined to lay the blame on their 
education than their difpofitions. I found 
them not only good humoured, but cha- 
ritably difpofed: but their charities were 
imall and cafual, often ill applied and al- 
ways without a plan. They knew nothing 
of the ftate, charader, or wants of the 
neighbouring poor; and it had never been 
pointed out to them, that the inftrudion 
of th^ young and ignorant made any part 
of the duty of the rich towards them. 

When I once ventured to drop. a hint on 
this fubjea to Mrs, Ranby, fhe drily faid, 
there were many other ways of doing good 
to the poor, befid^s expoftng her daughters 
to the probability, of catching difeafes, and 

* the 
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the certainty of getting dirt by fuch vifits. 
Her fubfcription was never wanting when 
Ihe was quite fure that the objeft was de- 
ferving. As I fufpeaed that fee a little 
over-rated her own charity, I could not for» 
bear obferving' that I did not think it de- 
manded a combination of gjl the virtues to 
entitle a poor fick wretch to a dinnen And 
though I durft not quote fo light an autho- 
rity as Hamlet to her, I could not help 
faying to myfelf, give every man his d^e^. 
and who Jhall ^fcape whipping. O ! if 
God dealt fo rigidly with us ; if he waited 
to beftow his ordinary bleffings till we were 
good cno«gh to deferve them, who would 
be clothed ? who would be fed ? who would 
Hive a^Voof to flielter him ? 

It was not that fee gave nothing away, 
but fee had a great diflike to relieve any 
but thofe of her own religious perfuafion. 
Though her Redeemer laid down His life 
for all people, nations, and languages, fee 
will only lay down her money for a very 

limited number of a very limited clafs. To 

p 2 be 
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be religious is not claim fufficient on her 
bounty, they mufl: be religious in a par* 
ticular way. 

The Mifs Ranbys had not been habitua- 
ted to make any fyftemaiic provifion for 
regular charity, or for any of thofe acci- 
dental calamities, for which the purfe of 
the af&uent fhould always be provided ; and 
being very expenfive in their perfons, they 
had often not a fixpence to beftow, when 
the mod: deferving cafe prefented itfelf. 
This >^wft frequently happen where there 
is no fpecific fund for charity, which fhould 
be included in the general arrangement of 
expcnces j and the exercife of benevolencf 
not be left to depend on the accidental 
ftate of the purfe. If no new trinket hlp- 
pened to be wanted, thefe young ladies 
were liberal to any application, though 
always without judging of its merits by 
thdr own eyes and ears. But if there 
was a competition between a fick family 
and a new broach, the broach was fure to 
carry the day. This would have not been 

the 



the cafe, had they been habituated to vifit 
themfelves the abodes of penury and woe# 
Their flexible young hearts would haye 
been wrought upon by the actual fight of 
miferies, the impreffion of vhkh was 
feeble when it reached their ears at a diii^ 
tance, furrounded as they were with all 
the foftnefies and accommodations of lux* 
urious Hfe. ^^ They would do what they 
could. They hoped it was Hot (o bad as 
was repnefented." They fell into the ufual 
way of pacifying their confciences by their 
regrets ; and brought themfelves. to believe 
that their fympathy with the fuffering 
-was an atonement for their not relieviag it- 
I obferved with concern, during my vifit 
*flbw little the Chriftian temper feemed tqt 
be confidered as a part of the Cbrifti^ 
religion. This appeared in the daily coa* 
cerns of this high profeflbr. An opiniiMA 
contradidied, a perlbn of different religioya 
viewa commended, the fmsdleft (^pofition 
to -her will, the intruiion of aa unfeaftm* 
able viiitor, even an imperfe£don in the 

F 3 drefling 
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drei&ng of fome diih at table : fuch trifles 
not only difcompofed her, but the difcotn- 
pofure was manifefted with a vehemence, 
which (he was not aware was i, fault ; nor 
did fhe feein at all fenfible that her religion 
was ever to be reforted to but on great 
occafions, forgetting that great occafions 

• but r^rdy occur in common life, and that 
thefe fmall paiTes, at which the enemy is 
perpetually entering, the true Chriflian 
will vigilantly guard. 

» I obferved in Mrs. -Ranby one ftriking 
inconfiftency. While flie confidered it as 
forming a complete line of reparation from 
the world, that (he and her daughters ab- 
flained from public places, ihe* had no ob- 
jeftion to their indemnifying themfelves 
for this forbearance, by devoting fo mon- 
ftrous a difproportion of their time to that 
v4ry amufement which conftitutes fo prin- 

' cipal a part of diveriion abroad. The time 

which is redeemed from "what is wrong, is 

of little value, if not dedicated to what is 

right; and it is not enough that the doc* 

trines 
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trincs of the gofpel furnifli a fubjeQ: for 
difcuilion, if they do not furnlfh a prin- 
ciple of adion. 

One of the tnod obvious defers which 
ftruck me in this and two or three other 
families, whom I afterwards vifited^ was the 
want of companionablenefs in the daugh- 
ters. They did not feem to form a part of 
the family compa£i: ; but made a kind of 
diftin£t branch of themfelves. Surely^ 
when only the parents and a few fele£t 
friends are met together in a family wi^y, 
the daughters fhould contribute their por- 
tion to enliven the domeflic circle. They 
were always ready to iing and to play^ but 
did not take the pains to produce them- 
felves in converfation ; but feemed to carry 
on a diftind): intercourfe, by herding, and 
whifpering, and laughing together. 

In fome women who feemed to be pof- 
ieffed of good ingredients, they were fo 
ill mixed up together as not to produce 
an elegant, interefting companion. It ap- 
peared to me that three of the grand in- 

F 4 ducements 
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dueement& in the choice of a t»ife« are. that 
a man may have a dire&refs foe his funllvL 
a preceptrefs for his children, aud a com* 
panion £ot bimfelf. Can it be honelUy 
affirmed that the prefent habits of domeP 
dc life are generally favourable to tha 
union of thefe three eflentials ? Tet which 
of them can a man of fenfe and principle 
confent to relinguifh in his conjugal 






CHAP. 
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- CHAP. VIL 

I R£Tinit.N£D to town at the end of a few 
days.' To a fpeculative ftrang^r, z%ondon 
day prefents every variety of cir^umftance 
in every conceivable ihape, of which hu» 
xnan life is fufceptible. When you trace 
the foUcitude of the morning countenance, 
the anxious exploring of the morning 
papei', the eager interrogation of the mom« 
ing gueft ; \x(hen you hear the difmal enu« 
meration of loffes by land, and perils by 
fea — ^ta»es trebling, dangers multiplying, 
commerce annihilating, war protraded^ 
.invafion threatening, deflrudion impend-^ 
ing — ^your mind catches and communicates 
the terror, and' you feel yourfelf " falling 
with a filling ftate." , 

But when, in the courfe of the very 
fame day, you meet thefe gloomy prog- 
nofticators at the fumptuous, not ^^ dinner 
but Hecatomb, at the gorgeous fete, the 

fplendid 
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fplendid fpeftacle ; when you hear the 
frivolous difcour&, witnefs the luxurious 
diilipation, contemplate the boundlefs in* 
dulgence, and obferve the ruinous gaming, 
you would be ready to exclaim, *' Am I 
not Tupping in the Antipodes of that land 
in which I breakfaftcd ? Surely this is a 
country of different men, different cha- 
rafters, and different circuraftances. This 
at leaft is a place in which there is neither 
fear, nor danger, nor want, nor mifery, nof 



war/* 



If you obferved the overflowing fubfcrip- 
tions raifed, the innumerable focieties foriri- 
edy the committees appointed, the agents 
employed, the royal patrons engaged, the 
noble prefidents provided, the palace-like 
ftruftures erected ; and all this to allevi- 
ate, to cure, and even to prevent, every ca- 
lamity which^ the indigent can fuffer, or the 
•affluent conceive ; to remove not only want 
but ignorance ; to fupprefs not only mi- 
fery but vice — would you not exclaim with 
Hamlet, *' What a piece of work is man ! 
How noble in reafon ! How infinite in fa- 
culties ! 
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culties! In a£Hon how like an angel! in 
compaflion how like a God !" 

If you looked into the whole comet-like 
eccentric orbit of the human charafler ; if 
you compared' all the ftruggling contrariety 
of principle and of paffion ; the cla(hing 
of ojMuion and of aftion, of refolution and 
of performance ; the viSories of evil over 
the propenfities to good ; if you contraf- 
ted the fplendid virtue with the diforderly 
vice; the exalted generofity .with the 
feI6fh narrownefs; the provident bounty 
with the thoughtlefs prodigality; the ex- 
*tremes of all that is^ dignified^ with the 
excefies of all that is abje£t, would you 
not exclaim, in the very fpirit of Pafcal, 
O ! the grandeur and the littlenefs, the ex- 
cellence and the corruption, the majefty 
and the meannefs of man ! 

' If you attended the debates in our great 
deliberative aiTemblies ; if you heard the 
argument and the eloquence, *'-the wifdom" 
and the wit,'' the public fpirit and the dif- 
intereftetinefs ; Curtius's devotednefs to his 
country, and Regulus's difdsun of felf, ex- 

preifed 
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prcffcd with :ill the logic which rcafon 
can fuggeft, and embelUM with all the 
rhetoric which fancy can fupply, wopld 
you not rapturoufly cry out, this is 

AboTc ^11 Greek, above sOl Roman fame. 

But if you difccrned the bitter perfon- 
?Bty, the incurable prejudice, the cutting 
»«t*rt, the fufpidpus impKcarioni the re- 
criminating fneer, the cheri&ed animofity ^ 
if you beheld the interefts of an empire 
fta»di«g ftill, the bufmefs of the civilized 
grlobe fuQjended, while two intelleaual 
gladiators, are thruftihg each to give the 
Plher a fall, and to ihew his own ftrengtb j 
Vould you not lament the littlenefs of the 
great, the infirmities of the goo^, and 
the weaknefles of the wife ? Would you- 
not, foaring a flight far above Hamlet or 
Pafcal, apoftrophize with the Royal 
Ffalraift, " jLord, what is man that thou 
zrt mindful of him, or the fon of man that 
thou regarded him?*' 

But to defcend to my individual con- 
cerns* Among my acquaintance, I vifited 
» tvim fcparatc fcmilies, where the daughters 

were 



were remarkably attraftive; and more 
than ufually endowed with beauty, fenfe 
ind elegance ; but I was deterred from fol- 
lowing up the acquaintance, by obferving, 
in each family, praftices which, though 
very different, almoft equally revolted^ me. 

In one, where the young ladies had large 
fortunes they infmuated themfelves into 
|he admiration, and invited the familiariiy, 
of young men, by attentions the mofl: 
flattering, and civilities the moft alluring. 
When they had made fure of their aim, 
and the admirers were encouraged to make 
propofals, the ladies burft out into a loud 
laugh, wondered what the man could 
mean; they never dreamt of any thing 
more than common politenefs; then pe- 
trified them with diftant looks, and turned 
about to pra£bife the fame arts on others. 

The other family in which I thought I 
had fecured an agreeable intimacy, I in- 
ftantly deferted on obferving the gracious 
and engaging reception given by the Udies 
to more than pne libertine of the molt no- 
torious 
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torious 'profligacy. The men were hand* 
fome, and elegant, and fafhionable, and had 
figured in newfpapers and courts of juftice. 
This degrading popularity rather attraded 
than repelled attention ; and while the 
guilty aflbciates in their crimes were (hun- 
ned \#ith abhorrence by thefe very ladies^ 
the fpecious undoers were not only re- 
ceived with complaifancc, out there was 
a fort of competition who fhould be moft 
ftrenuous in their endeavours to attrad 
them. — Surely women of fafhion can 
hardly make a more corrupt ufe of influ- 
ence, a talent for which they will be pecu- 
liarly accountable. Surely, mere perfonal 
purity can hardly deferve the name of 
virtue in thofe who can fanftion notori- 
oufly vicious charaders, which their repro- 
bation, if it could not reform, would al 
leaft degrade. 

On a further acquaintance, I found Sir 
John and Lady Belfield to be perfons of 
much worth. They were candid, generous, 
and fmcere. 1 hey faw the errors of the 
world in which they lived, but had not re* 

folution 
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folution to emancipate themfelyes from 
its Ihackles. They partook, indeed, very 
fparingly of its diverfions, not fo much 
becaufe they fufpeded their evil tendency^ 
as becaufe they were weary of th6m, and 
becaufe they had better refources in them- 
felves^ *• 

» Indeed, it is wonderful that raoi'e people 
from mere good fenfe and juft tafte, with- 
out the operation of any religious confider- 
ation, do not, when the firft ardour is 
cooled, perceive the futility of what ifi called 
pleafure, and decline it as the man declines 
tbc amufements of the child. But fafhion- 
able fociety produces few perfons who, 
like the ex-courtier of King David, affiga 
their fourfcore years as a reafon for no 
longer " delighting in the voice of fingiug; 
men and fmging women/* 

Sir John and Lady Belfield, however, 
kept up a large general acquainta,nce ; and 
it is not eafy to continue to afTociate with, 
the world, without retaining fomething of 
its fpirir. Their ftandard of morals vm 
high, compared with that of thofe with 

whom 
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Vfhom they lived ; but when the ftandard 

of the Gofpel Was fuggefted, they drew in 

a Kttle and thought things might be car-- 

tied too fat. There was nothing in their 

pradice which made it their interefl to 

hope that Chriftianity might not be true* 

They both aftented to its doctrines, aiid 

lived in a hind of general hope of its final 

promifes. But their views were neither cor- 

reft, nor elevated* They were contented 

to generalize the doftrines of fcripture, and 

though they venerated its awful truths in 

the aggregate, they rather took them upon 

truft than laboured to underftand theili> 

bt to imbue their minds with the fpirit of 

them* Many a high profeffor, howevef, 

might hkve blulhed to fee how carefully 

they exercifed not a fe\^ Chriftian difpo- 

fitions ; how kind and patient they were I 

how favourable in their conflruftion of the 

aftions of others ! how charitable to the ne- 

ceflitous ! how exad in veracity ! and how 

tender of the reputation of their neighbour ! 

^ Sir John had been early hurt by living fo 

,»4 ^ much 
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much with men of the woirld, with wits, 
politicians, and philofophers. This, though 
he had efcaped the contagion of falfe prin^ 
ciples, had kept back the gr6wth of fuch 
as were true. Men verfed iti the world, 
and abftraded from all religious fociety, 
begin, in time, a little to fufpeft whether 
their own religious opinions may not poffibly 
be wrong, or at ieaft rigid, when they fee 
them fo oppofite to thofe of perfons to 
whofe judgment they are accuftomed to 
look up in other points. He found too, 
that, in the fociety in which he lived, the 
reputation of religion detraded much froni 
that of talents ; and a man does laiot care 
to have his und^rftanding queflioned by 
thofe in whofe opinion he wiflies to ftand 
well. This apprehenfion did iiot, indeed, 
drive him to renounce his principles, but 
it led him to conceal them ; and that piety 
which is forcibly kept out of fight, which 
has nothing to fortify, and every thing to 
repel it, is too apt to decline. 
His marriage with an amiable woman, 
• VOL. I. o whofe 



whoTe virtues [md graces ^tached hm \o 
his own home, direw him tS fwm the moft 
dwgerous pf .hi^ prior connd3:ion6* Thi$ 
imion had at once impitoved his chara<3:er^ 
and augmeated his/ happinefa^ :. If Lady 
Beliield firr^d,, , it was through ' excefs . of 
kindnefe aod candour. Her Jdndnefs led 
to the too great indolgence, of her qhildrftU ; 
and her candour to the tpo favourable con- 
ftru^on of the errors, qf her acquaintance* 
ghe was tb^-. reverfe of- ray Hampftead 
friend* Whereas Mrs. Ranby thoilght 
hardly any ' body /wpuld be : fayed, Lady 
^elfield comforted herfelf that hardly any 
|x)dy was in danger. This opinion was.not 
taken up as a palliative to quiet her con* 
fcience,: on account of the fins of her own 
condud, for her condud was remarkably 
corred ; but it fprung from a natural fweet* 
ne& of temper, joined to a mind not fufE* 
ciently informed and guided by fcrlptural 
truth. She was candid and teachable, but as 
fhe could not help feeing that (he had more 
teligion than meft of her acquaintance,- fhe 

felt 



fclt a fecret eotnplacency ia.t>bforvmg hdw 
far her principles rofe abore thein^yriaftead , 
of aii humbling jconvidion )6£.bow/ far her. 
own fell below the tequffiltians of ,A^gofp^. 
The fundamiental emor fisas; ^^IbAisJbiii^ 
no diflind view of the. x^MJriipxio^QfohiAiQfiaj 
nature. She oFten lamented tbelwieatiM^Qflks 
and vices of i]idividU9lsy\.biitijt^Cfugbk 9Mr 
vice an incidental not a radical! 9iu£(|hiefi>^i 
elFeft of thoughtleflhefs : and. cjafaal.t t^dij^siv 
tion. She talked with difcriminatioii'Q^rtt^ 
faults of fome of her children ; but whilt^^ 
file rejoiced in the happier tlifpoiHion^ pf 
the others, fhe never fufpe£ted that th|:ty 
had all brought into the world with th^m 
any natural tendettcy to evil ; apd . though 
it cruel to fuppofe that £ich innocent Ut|][o, 
things had any fuch .wiTopg •prop^Qfities'^ as 
education woiiild not. cffc^uaUy rCSir?. • la. 
every thing the' complete ooniraft'of -Mcs. 
Ranby — as the latter thought education, 
could do nothing, -Lady Belfiddthoufhtjt 
would do every thing ; that there was no 
good ti^ndency. Whkh it would nof bring to 

02 per. 
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p6rfe£tipn« add no'corruptibxt which it could 
not completely eradicate. On the operation 
of- a highetv influence file 4>laced too little 
dqpcind^nce, iwbilei Mrr. \&anby> rifted in an 
uki^^ybilal^le tm& \omi\ZD: interference nt>t 
warram^ed'bf fcriptnire. 
' itirt^^fd'JUo her children. Lady Belfield 
wai le^^by the ftreiigtit of iier affe&ion to 
exii#e(h6 iadiilgence* She encouraged no 
vkeinUhem, but (he did not fufficiently 
diecktbofe indications which are the feeds 
c^ vice. She reproved the a&ual faulty but 
never thought of implanting a principle 
which might extirpate the evil from whence 
the £!iult fprung; fo that the individual, 
erroir and the- individuad corre£);ion were 
ddfctinually recurri^lg. 

As Mrs>Ra{iby, I had obferved, feldom 
quoted aHy ' facred writer but St. Paul, I 
remarked that Lady 3elfield admired aU 
mdl ejcehafively Ecclefiaftes, Proverbs, an<f 
the iiiftorical books of the Bible. Of 
tSife Epiftles, that of St. James was her. 
favourite} the others (be thought chiefly^. 

if 



if not entirely, aippficable 'to^he'gfrciHi. 
fiances of the Jews and 'TaganS/ to tne 
converts from among whom they were 
addrefled. If (he entertained rather an 
awfiil reverence for the dodrmal parts, 
than an earned wifli to ftudy tfa^m, it 
a^rofe from the common miftake 6f believ- 
ing that they were purely fpeculative, 
without being aware of their deep pra6icai 
importance. But if thefe two latfies were 
diametrically oppofite to each other in cer- 
tain points, both were frdquently right iii 
i^hat they afiumed, alid both wrong only m 
what they rejefted. Each contended for 
one half of that which will not fave when 
disjoined from the other, but which, when 
united to it> makes up the complete Chriftian 
charader. 

Lady Bel&eld, who was, if I may fo fpeak, 
conftitutionally charitable, almofl; thought 
that heaven might be purchafed by charity. 
She inverted the valuable fuperftrudure of 
gqpd works, and laid them as her founda- 
tion i ^ and while Mrs. Ranby would not 

Q 3 perhaps, 
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perhaps^ much haye blamed Mofes for 
breaking., the tables of the law, had he only 
demoliflied th^ fecond, Lady Belfield would 
have faved the fecond^ as the more import- 
ant of the two. 

Lady Belfield has lefs vanity than any 
woman I ever knew who was not governed 
by a very ftrid religious principle. Her 
modefty never courted the admiration of 
the world, ^ut her timidity too much 
dreaded its cenfure. She would not do a 
wrong thing to' obtain any applaufe, bi;t 
flie omitted fome right ones from the dre^ 
of blaoie* 



I 
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CHAP. VIII. 

1 HE houfe of Sir John Belfield was 
become a pleafant kind of home to me. He 
and his lady feldom went out in an evening. 
Happy in each other and in their childrent 
though they lived much with the rational^^ 
they alTociated as little as they thought 
poffible with the racketing world. Yet 
♦ being known to be generally' at home 
they were expofed to the inroads of certain 
invaders^ called fine ladies, who always 
afraid of being too early for their parties, 
are cbnftantly on the watch, how to dif- 
burthen themfehres for the intermediate 
hour, of the heavy commodity time ; a raw 
material, which, as they feldom work up 
at home, they are always willing to truck 
againfl: the time of their more domeftic 
acquaintance. Now as thefe lad have always 
fomething to do, it is an unfair traffic, 

04 " all 
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*• all the reciprocity is on one fide," to 
borrow the expref&on of an illuftrious ftatef- 
man ; and the barter'is as difadvantageous 
<o the fober home-trader, as that of the 
honeft negroes, ivho exchange their gold 
dufl: and ivory for the beads and bits of 
glafs of the wily Engliib. 

Thefe nightly irruptions, though fome- 
times iaconvenfent to my friends, were of 
ufe to me, as they enabled me to fee and 
judge more of the gay world, than I could 
have done without going in fearch of it ; 
a rifk, which I thought bore no proportion 
to the gain. It was like learning the language 
of the enemy's country at home. 

One evening, when we were fitting hap- 
pily alone in the Library, Lady Belfield 
working at her embroidery, cheerfully join- 
ing in our little difcuifions, and comparing 
our peaceful pleafures with thofe purfued 
by the occupiers of the countlefs carriages 
which were tearing up the " wheel- worn 
ftreets,'' or joftling each other at the door 
of the next houfe, where a grand aflembly 
8 was 



was.col)e£)tiDg its myriads—Sir John a&ed 
vhat Ihould be the evening book. Then 
riiing, he took down from the ihelf Aken« 
fide's Pleafures of Imagination. 

^^ Is it/' faid he, as foon as he fat down^ 
*^ the rage for noveky, or a real degeneracy 
pf tafte, that we now fo feldom hear of a 
poet, who, when I was a boy, was the 
admiration of every man who had a retifli 
for true genius ? I cannot defend his prin« 
ciples, fince, in a work, of which Man i$ 
profeflediy the objed:, he has overlooked his 
immortality ; a fubje£t, which pne wonders 
,did not force itfelf upon him, as fo con* 
genial to the fublimity of his genius, what- 
ever his religious views might have been. 
But to fpeak of him only as a poet ; a work 
which abounds in a richer profufion of 
images, and a more variegated luxuriance 
of expreffion than the Pleafures of Imagi- 
nation, cannot eafily be found. The flimfy 
metre of our day feems to add freih value 
to his finewy verfe. We have no happier 

mailer 
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iBafter of poetic numbers ; none who better 
knew 

To bnild the lofty rhyme. 

The condenfed vigour, fo indifpenfable to 
blank verfe, the Ikilful variation of the 
paufe, the maflerly ftrufture of the period, 
and all the occult myfteries of the art, can 
^ perhaps be beft learnt from Akenfide. If 
he could have conveyed to Thomfon his 
melody and rhythm, and Thomfon would 
have paid him back in perfpicuity and tranf- 
parency of lAeaning, how might they have 
enriched eacn other !*' 

" I confefs,** faid I, " in reading Aken- 
fide, I have now and then found the fame 
paifage at once enchanting and unintelli- 
gible. As it happens to many frequenters 
of the Opera, the mufic always tranfports, 
but the words are not always underftood." I 
then defir^d my friend to gratify us with the 
firft book K)f the Pleafures of Imagination, 

Sir John is a paffionate lover of poetry , 
in which he has a fine tafte. He read it 

with 
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. ^ith much fpirit and feeling, efpecially thefe 
truly clailical lines. 

Mind, mnd alone, bear witnefs earth and heavea» 

The living fountains in itfelf contains 

Of beauteous and fublime : here hand in hand 

Sit pararooant the graces ; here enthroned 

Cele^iid Venus, with divineft airs 

Invites the foul to never-fading joy. 

^VThe reputation of this exquifite paffage,*^ 
faid lie, laying doivn the book, '^is efta- 
blifhed by the confenting fuffrage of all 
men of tafte, though by the critical coun- 
tenance you are beginning to put on, you 
look as if you' had a mind to attack it/' 

" So far from it," faid I, « that I know 
nothing more fplendid in the whole mafs 
of our poetry. And I feel almofl: guilty of 
high treafon againft the majefty of the 
fublimer Mufes, in the remark I am going 
to hazard, on the celebrated lines which 
follow. The Poet's bbjeO: through this and 
the two following pages, is to eftablifh the 
infinite fuperiority of mind over uncon- 
fcious matter, even in its falreft forms. The 
idea is as juft as the execution is beautiful ; 



fo alio 18 his fupreme elevation of intdHedt, 
ever 

Grcatnefs of balk, or fymmetry of parts. 

Nothing again can be finer than his fub* 
ieqtieBt preference of 

The powers of gemus and defiga, 

oyer even the ftupendous rang^ 

Qf plaoetSf funsy and adamantine fphcrea. 

He proceeds to ranfack the (lories of the 
mental and the moral \¥orld, as he had 
doite the world of matter, and with a pen 
dipped in Hippocrene,,oppofes to the latter^ 

The charms of virtuous friendfhip, See. 

* m * * * * ¥^ 

The candid blalh 
Of bin who ilrives with fortune to be juft. 

# ♦ * # * . « # 

All the mild majeHy of private life. 

« * « ¥t * * * 

The graceful tear that ftrcams from other's woes. 

•^ Why, Charles," faid Sir John, " I am 
glad to find you the enthufiaftic eulogift of 
the pafl&ge of which I fufpeflied y^u were 
isbout to be the faucy cenfurer.'' 

'^'Cenfure/* 
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** Cenfure," replied I, " •]& ' perhaps toa* 
ftrong a tertn for any part, efpccially the 
moil admired part of this^ fine poem* I 
need not repeat the lines on which I was 
going to rifle a flight obfervation j they Iwrc 
in the mind and memory of every lover of 
the Mules* 

*' I will read the next paflage, however/* 
faid Sir John, " that I may be better able to 
controvert your criticifm : 

Look then abroad through future to the rac^ 
Of planets, ftine, and adamantine fpheres^ 
Wheeling unihaken through the void immenfe. 
And fpeak , oh man i does thk capacioas (bene 
With half that kindling majefty dilate 
Thy ftrong conception^ as when Brutus ro& 
Refulgent from the ftroke of Csefar's fate 
Amid the crowd of patriots^ and his arm 
Ak>ft extendiflgf like eternal Jove 
When guilt brings down the thunder, call'd aloud 
On Tuliy's name, and (hook his crimfon fted« 
And bade the father of his country hail ; 
For lot the tyrant proftrate in theduiV, 
Atid Rome again is free ! 

^* What a grand and powerful paffage/* 

£add Sir John ! 

*' I acknow- 
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• " I acknowlege it,*' faid I,, " but is it a j 
juft as it is grand ? Le vrai * eft le feul 
beau* Is it a £air and dire£t oppofition 
between mind and matter? The poet could 
not have expreffed the image more nobly, 
but might he not, out of the abundant 
treafures of his opulent mind have chofen 
it with more felicity ? Is an aS of murder 
even of an ufurper, as happily contrafted 
with the organization of matter, as the 
other beautiful inftances I named, and 
which he goes on to feleft ? The fupe- 
riority of mental beauty is the point he is 
eltablifhing, and his elaborate preparation 
leads you to exped: all his other inftances 
to be drawn from pure mental excellence. 
His other exemplifications are general, tUis 
is particular. They are a clafs, this is only 
a variety. I queftion if Milton, who was 
at leaft as ardent a champion for liberty' 
and as much 'of a party man as Akenfide, 
would have ufedthis illuftration. Milton, 
though he often infinuates a political ftpolfe 
in his great poem, always, I think, gene- 
ralizes. 



raliz^. Whatever J)ad been his princi(9ics» ; 
or . at whatever period he - ba(d wiitDeHj I 
^ueftion, whemhe banted tp deCcfibeothe 
overthrow of authority \^y the rdoel angidlsi 
if he would havei lEufttat^: 3t by Groins 
welfS'^fi^iaiiig the inac^, or the decapitation 
of ..Chades; ;much lels, if he would. have 
fdLeded th^fe twD mftances^ as the triumph 
of mind over matter/* ., 

.^^ But/' faid Sir John, ^* you forget that 
Akeniide profeiledly adopts tbe language 
of Gicero in his fecond Philippic." He 
then read the note beginning, with Casfare 
interfefto, &c. 

*' True," faid 1, " I am not arguing the 
matter as a point of fact, but as a point of 
juft application. I paf^ over the compa- 
rifon of Brutus with Jove, which by the 
way would have become Tuljy better than 
Akenfide, but which Tully would have 
perhaps thought loo bold. Cicero adorns 
his Qration with this magnificent defcription. 
Hm selates it as an event, the other ufes 
it as an illuilration of that to which I 

humbly 
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humbly concave it does not exzGtly zpplp 
The orator psunts the violent death of a 
hero; the poet adopts the defcription of 
this violent death, or rather the ftroke 
which caufed it, to illuftrate the perfedion 
of intelle&ual grandeur^ After all, it is as 
much a party queftion as a poetical one. 
A queftion on which the critic will be apt 
to be guided in his dedfion by his politics 
rather than by his tafte. The fplendour 
of the pafiage, however, will inevitably 
dazzle the feeling reader, till it produce the 
common cScGt of ezceffive brightnefs, that 
of fomewhat blinding the beholder/' 
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VY HiLfe we Were thus pleafantly 6ngagiei 
the fervant announced Mrs* Fentham ; and 

' a faihionable looking . wotnan^ about the 
toiiddle of life^ rather youthfully dreft, and 
not far from handfome, made her appear- 
anee. Inftead of breaking forth into the 
ufaal modifh jargon, Ihe politely entered 
into the fubjeft in which (he found us en- 
gaged ; envied Lady Belfield the happinefs 
of elegant qu]|^ which ihe herfelf might' 
have been equally enjoying; at tier own 
hc^e, and profefled herfelf a warm ad- 
inirer of poetry. iShe Would probably havfe 
i3rofeired an equal fondnefs for metaphy- 
fics, geometry, military tadicsj or the Ara- 
bic language, if flie had happened to have 

. found us employed in the fludy of either. 
From poetry the tranfition to painting 
1fir3$ eafy and natural. Mrs. Fentham pof- 
VOL. 14 H feifed 



feffed alt the phrafeology of cotinoifletTf* 
ihip, and aiked me if I was fond of pic- 
tures. I profefied the delight I took in 
them in ftrong, that is, in true terms* She 
politely faid, . that Mr. Fentham had a very 
tolerable coHedtion of the beft mafters, and 
|>ai^tieularly a Titian^ which fhe would be 
happy to have the honour of fhe wing me 
next morning. I bowed ray thankful af* 
fent > fhe appointed the hour, and fo<m 
after,^ Iboking at her watch, faid fhe was 
afraid fhe muft leave the delights ^f fueh 
a felefl: and interefting. fociety for a far 
lefs agreeable party. 

When fhe was gone, I «|cpreffed my ob- 
ligatidns to her politenefs, and anticipated" 
the pleafure I fhould have in feeing her 
piftures. •* She is much mpre anxious that 
you fhould fee her Ofiginahy" faid Lady 
Belfield, finiling ; *^ the kindnefs is not quite 
difinterefted'j take care of your h^rt.** Sir 
John rather . gravely faid^ ** It is with re- 
luftance that I ever fay any thing to the 
prejudice of any body that !• receive in my 

houfef^ 



tmte ; but as the foh of tny valued JFrienS^ 
I think ft fair to tell ycju that this vigilant 
tnatron keeps i. keen look-out alter all 
young meli of fortune* This i$ not thfe 
tir6i time that that Titian has been made 
the bait ta catch a promUing acquaintances 
Indeed it is now grown fo ft ale, that had 
you not been a new man, ihe would hardly 
have rifl&ed it. If ybu had happened ndt 
to like painting, fome book would have 
heth offered you. The return of a book 
tiaturally brings on a vifit. But all tfitit 
devices have not yet anfwered. The datti- 
fels ftill remain5 like Shakefpeare^s plains 
live inaid, « ia fingle bleffednels. '* They 
da not however J like her^ fpend gloomy 
lights 

CbauntmgcoId\iymnst6 the pAle, Bfelefs mobOy 

but in finging fptightlrer k'oundelays to 
' livelier auditors.^* 

I punflually attended the ihVitatron, ef- 
iFeftually fhielded from dahgeir by the 
friendly intimation^ and a ftiil mone in&lli- 
ble Mgji9, the charge of my father neVer to 

^ Ki embark 



«m]bark in any engagement till I bad macT^ 
my vifit to Mr, Stanley. My veneratioa 
for his memory operated as a complete 
defence. 

I faw and admired the pictures* The 
jplftures brought on ah invitation to dinner. 
I found Mrs. f'entham to be in her conver- 
jation, a fenfible^ corre£b knowing woman. 
Her daughters were elegant in their fi- 
guresy well inftrufied in the ufual accom- 
plifhments, well bred, and apparently well 
tempered. Mr. Fentham was a man of 
bufinefsy and of the worId« He had a 
great income from a pkce ^nder jBcovem- 
ment, out of which the expences of his h- 
mily permitted him to fave nothing. Pri- 
vate fortune he had little or none. His 
employment engaged him almoft entirely^ 
fo that he interfered but little with do^ 
xnedic affairs. A general air of elegance^ 
almoft attiounting to magmficenice, ptt^ 
Vaded the whole eftabli{hment«r 

I at firft faw but little to excite any (u[^ 
pidpn of the artificial chara£ter of the lady 
of the houfe. The firft gleam of fight 

^hich 
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which let in the truth was the expreffions 
Hioft frequent in Mrs. Fentham's mouth— 
<* What will the world fay ?** « What will 
people think ? " " How ^111 fuch a thing 
appear ?" " Will it have a good look V* 
*' The world is of opinion'* — ** Won't fuch 
a thing be cenfured/* On a: little acquaint*- 
ance I difcovered that human applaufe 
was the motive of all fhe faid, and reputa- 
tion her great objefl: in all fhe did. Opinion 
was the idol to which flie facrificed. De- 
corum was the infpirer of her duties, and 
praife the reward of them. The ftandard 
of the world was the ftandard by which 
flie weighed aftions. She had no higher 
principle of conduS. She adopted the 
forms of religion, becaufe flie faw that/ 
carried to a certain degree, they rather pro- 
duced credit than cenfurc. While her 
hufband adjufted his accounts on the Sun- 
day morning, £he regularly carried her 
daughters to church, except a head-ache 
had been caught at the Saturday's opera:; 
^Xid as regularly exhibited herfelf and them 

H 3 afterward! 



^rwards In Hyde-park» As fhc faid if 
^\ir%$ Mr. Fentham's leifure day, ihe com-t 
plimented him with always having a great 
dinner on Sundays, but alledged her piety 
as a reafon for not having cards in the 
evening at home, though fhe had no fcru* 
pie to make one at a private party at % 
friend's houfe i foberly conditioning, how-s 
ever, that there (hould not be more than 
ibree iabks ^ the right or wrong, the de-j 
corum or impropriety, the gaiety o]c gra* 
vity always being made fpecifically to de? 
pend on the iiumber of tables. 

She was^ in general, - extremely fevere 
^Lgainft women who had loft their reputa-* 
tion ; though (he had no hefitation in vifit- 
Jng a few of the mod diihonourable, if the]f 
were of high rank, or belonged to a certain 
fet. In that cafe, ihe excufed herfelf by 
faying, ^' that as fafhionable people coa^ 
titiued to countenance them, it was not iojf 
^ her to be fcrupulous— One mud fail witl^ 
the ftreamrr-I can't fet my fape' ^g^^ the 
world.** But if an unhappy girl had beei| 
0rawn afide^ pr one who had |iot rank (q 

bear 
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^ar ber out had erred, that altered the 
cafe, and (he then exprefled the tnoft vir- 
tuous indignation. When modeily hap* 
pened to be in repute, not the necks of 
Queen Elizabeth and her courtly virgins 
were more entrenched in ruSs and ihroud- 
ed in tuckers, than tfaofe of Mrs. Fentham 
and her daughters ^ but when difplay became 
the order of the day, the Grecian Venus 
^as fcarcely more unconfcious of a veil. 

With a very good underftanding fhc 
never albwed herfelf one original though^ 
or one fpontaneous adion. Her ideas, 
her language, and her condu& were ejw 
tirely r^ulated b^ the ideas, language, 
and conduct of thofe who ilood well 
with the world. Vanity in her was a 
^eady^ inward, biit powerfully pervading* 
principle. It did not evaporate in levity or 
indifcretion, but was the hidden, though for- 
cible fpring of her whole courfe of a£Uon« 
She had all the gratification which vanity 
fiffords in fecret, and all the credit whicb 
|t$ prudent operation pro^ur^s in public. 

^4 Sht 
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She was apparently guilty of no cxcefe of 
^ny kind. She had a fober fcale of credilr 
able vices^ and never allowed herfelf to ex« 
ceed a few flated degrees in any of thm. 
She reprobated gaming, but could not exift 
without cards. Mafquerades ihe cenfured 
as highly extravagant and dangerous,*- but 
when given by ladies of high quality, at 
their own houfes, ifhe thought them an ele- 
gant and proper amufement. Though fhe 
ibmetimes went to the play; fhe did not 
^are for what paft on the ftage, for ihe coo- 
feffed the chief pleafure the theatre af« 
forded, was to reckon up, when Ihe came 
home, how many duchelTes and countefien 
had bowed to her acrofs the houfe. 
- A complete defpot at home, her arbi- 
trartnefs js fo veiled by corrednefs of maa- 
ner, and fludied good breeding, that {hp 
obtains the credit of great mildnefs and 
moderation. She is faid not to love her 
daughteps, who come toto near her in age, 
and go too much beyond her in beauty to 
be forgiven; yet ^ke a confummate poii- 
• • tician 
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ticiao,: Ihe is ever labouring for their ad> 
vancement. She has generally feverai 
fcbemes in hand, • and always one fcheiM 
under another, the under-plot ready to be 
l)rought forward if the principal one failst 
Though ihe encourages pretenders, yet ihe 
is afmid to accept of a tolerable propofal, 
.lefl a better fliould prefent itfelf : but if the 
loftier hope fails, ihe then contrives to lure 
back the inferior offer. She can balance to 
a nicety, i^ the calculation of chances, the 
advantages or difadvantages of a higher' 
poffibility againft a lower probability. 

Though ihe neither wants reading nor 
tafte her mind is never fufGciently dif* 
engaged to make her an agreeable cotn^ 
panion. Her head is always at work, con- 
jeduring the event of every freih ball and 
every new acquaintance. She cannot even 

Take her tea without a ftratagem* 

She fet out in life with a very ilender ac- 
quaintance and clung for a while to one or 
fwp damaged peereffes, who were not lik- 

ceived 
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ceiled by women of ^their own rank. But 
I am told it was curious to fee with what 
Sidroitaefs ihe could extricate herfelf from 
^ difreputable acquaintance^ when a more 
honourable one ftept in to fill the.nicho» 
^be made her way rapidly, by infinuating ^ 
to one perfon of note how intimate ihe wa& 
with another^ and to both what handfome 
things each faid of the other. By ccmftant 
itttentions, petty offices, and meafured flat- 
tery, (he has got footing into almofl: every 
houfe of diftindion» Her decorum is in- 
variable; She boafls that {he was never 
guilty of the indecency of violent paflion. 
jPoor woman ! ihe fancies there is no vio- 
' lent paffion but that of anger* Little does 
|he think that ambition, vaQity, the hunger 
of applaufe, a rage for being imiyerfally 
known, are all violent paiiions, however 
modified by difcretion, or varnifhed by art« 
She fuffers too all that " vexation of fpirit" 
which treads on the heels of ^' vanity.** 
Pifappointment and jealoufy poifon the 
0ays devoted to pleafure. The party doe« 
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pte! anftw'cr. The wrong people never (lay 
away, and the rights ones never come, 
The gueft for whom the fete is made is 
fure to fail. Her party is thin, while that 
of her competitor overflows ; or there is ^ 
plenty of dowagers and a paucity of young 
menp When the coftly and elaborate 
fupper is on th^ table excufes arrive ; even 
if the fupper is crowded, the daughters 
iremain upon hand.— -How ftrikingly doe* 
Ihe exemplify the ftrong expreffion of— 
^* labouring in the fire for very vanity"— 
of '' giving her money for that which is 
pot bread, and her labour for that which 
fatisfieth not | ** 

After fpending the day at Mrs. Fentham's, 
I went to fup with my friends in Cavendifh- 
3quare. Lady Belfield was impatient for 
my hiftory of the dinner. But Sir Joha 
faid laughing, " You (hall not fay a word, 
Charles— I can tell how it was as exaftly 
as if I had been there. — Charlotte who has 
the beft^ voice, was brought out to fing, but 
^as placed a little behind, as her perfon 
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is not quite perfeft ; Maria who is the moft 
]u£turefqi>e figure, was put id attiiudtnize 
at the harp, arrayed in the coftume, and 
afiuming the fafcinating graces of Mar* 
IQion's I^ady Heron ; 

Fair was her rounded arm, as o'er 
The ftriBgs her fingerB fiew^ 

.Tbeit Charles was the moment of peril ! 
tben^ accordmg to your favourite Milton^s 
moft incongruous image. 

You took in fouods that nfight creatt a foul 
Under the ribs of death. 

**For fear, however, that your heart of 
adamant ihould hold out againft all thefe 
perilous affaults, its vulnerability was tried in 
other quarters. The Titian would naturally 
lead to Lavinia*s drawings* A beautiful 
iketch of the lakes would be produced, 
with a gentle intimation, what a fweet place 
Wcftmoreland muft be to live in ! When 
you bad exhaufted all proper raptures on 
the art and on the artift, it w^ould be re- 
colle&ed, that as Weftmoreland was fo near 
^cotlsoid, you would naturally be fgnd of 
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ft rtd— The reel of courfe fucceeded/* 
Then, putting bimfelf into an attitude, fta4 
l^eaking theatrically^ he continued 

*• Then univerfal Pan, 
Knit with the graces and the hours ia dsMCt*'^ 

Oh ! no^ I forget, univerfal Pan could not 
join-7-but be could admire.-— Then all tbt 
perfeftions of all the nymphs burft on yo« 
m full biaze<*-^uch a concentration of at* 
traflaons you never could refift! You are 
but2i man, and now, doobtlefs^ a loft man.** 
*— Here he ftopped to finifli his laugh^ and 
I was driven reludantty to acknowledge 
that his pt£lure, though a caricature, was 
notwithftanding, a refemblance. 

" And fo,** faid Sir John, ** you were 
brought under no power of incantation by 
this dangerous vifit. You will not be 
driven, like the' tempted Ithacan, to ty« 
yourfelf to a maft, or to flee for fafety from 
the enchantment of thefe fyrens/' 

While we were at fupper, with more 
gravity, he faid, ** Among the various ob- 
jects of ambition^ there arc few ia life 
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which bring lefs accei&on to its comfort# 
than an unceafing ftruggle to rife to an 
elevation in fociety vefy much above the 
level of our own condition^ without being 
added by any (Ironger afcending power than 
mere vanity* Great talents^ of whatever 
kind» have a natural tendency to rife^ and 
to lift tlieir poffefTor* The flame in mount* 
ing, does but obey its impulfe. But when 
there is no energy more powerful than the 
paiSon to be great^ deftitute of the gifts 
which confer greatnefs, the painful eflforts 
of ambition are like water, forced above iti 
level by mechanical powers* It require! 
conftant exertions of art^ to keep up what 
zrx firft fet a-goiHg* Poor Mrs, Fentham's 
heSid is perpetually at work to maintain thd 
elevation (he has reached. And how little 
after all is fhe confidered by thofe on whofe 
carefles her happinefs depends I She has 
loft the efteem of her original circle, where 
the might have been refpedied, without 
gaining that of her high aiTociates, who^ 
though they receive her, ftill relufe h* 
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ttaiitts of equality. She is not cofifidered 
68 of their efiabliJbMenty it is but iekra^ 
thn at beft/* 

-At Mrs. Fentham's I encountered Lady^ 
Bab Lawlefs^ a renowned modifh dowager 
famous for laying fiege to the heart of every 
diftinguiihed man^ with the united artillery 
of her own wit, and her daughter's beauty* 
How many ways there arc of being wrong ! 
She was of a chara&er diametrically oppo- 
lite to that of Mrs. Fentham. She had 
die fame end in view, but the means (he 
ufed to accomplifh it were of a bolder 
{train. Lady Bab aSeded no delicacy^ flie 
hughed at referve, ihe had (haken hands 
with decorum* 

She held the ndify tenor of her way 

with no aflumed refinement ; and, fo faf 
from (hielding her defigns behind the ma(k 
of decency, Ihe difdained the obfolete ex- 
pedient. Her plans fucceeded the more 
infallibly, becaufe her franknefs defeated 
all fufpicion% . A man could never divine 
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tbat fach gay and op^n aflaiitts toisU hiVS 
their foundation in defign, and he gave hei^ 
full credit for artlefs fimplicity, it the md- 
ment fiie was hatching him in her tdils^ 
If (he now and then had gone too far^ and 
by a momentary oYerfight ot ^xceffive 
levity had betrayed too much^ with infinite 
addrefs (he would make a crane neck turn^ 
Slnd fail to difduflingt not without sbiHcy^ 
fome moral or theological topic4 Thds 
file afiFeded to eflablifh the chara6ter of ^ 
woman, thoughtlefs through wit, indif- 
creet through fimplicity^ but religious on 
principle* 

As there is no part of the appendstge to al 
Wife, which I have ever more dreaddd thatt 
a Machiavelian mother, I Ihould have been 
deaf to wit and blind to beauty^ and dead 
» to advances, had their united batteries been 
directed againfl: me. But I had not the 
"ambition to afpire to that honour. I was 
much too low a mark for her lofty aim« 
She had a natural antipathy to every 
name that could not be found in the red 
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book# She equally flirunk from untitled 
opulence and indigent nobility^ She knew 
by inftind if a younger fon was in the 
foom, and by a petrifying look checked his 
moft diftant approaches ; while with her 
powerful fpells {be nev^r failed to draw 
witfam her magic circle the fplendid heir, 
and charm him to^ her purpofe. 

Highly bom herfelf, fhe had early been 
married to a rich man of inferior rank, for 
the fake of a large fettlement. Her plan, 
was, that her daughters (who by the way 
are modell and eftimable) (hould find in 
the man they married, ftili higher birth 
than her own, and more riches than her 
Jiufband's. 

It was a curious fpeculation to compare 
thefe two friends, and to obferve how much 
lefs the refined manceuvres of Mrs. Fent- 
ham anfwered, than the open aflaults of the 
intrepid Lady Bab. All the intricacies and 
labyrinths which the former has been fo 
Ikilful and fo patient in weaving, have not 
yet enthralled one captive^ while the com- 

VOL, I. I pofed 



/ 



1 14 CCELSBS*. 

pofed effrontery, the affeding to take for 
granted the offer which was never meant 
to be made^ and treating that as concluded, 
which was never fo much as intended, drew 
the unconfdous vidim of the other into 
the trap, before he knew it was fet. The 
depth of her plot confifting in not appear^ 
ing to have any« It was a novelty in in- 
trigue. An originality which defied all 
Competition, and in which no imitator ha# 
any chance of fuccefs« 
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CHAP. X. . 

Sir John carried me diie morning to call 
on Lady Denham^ a dowager of iafliion, 
who had grown old in the trammels of the 
worldi Though (he feems refolved to idle 
in the hamefs, yet flie piques berfelf on 
bdng very religious^ and no one inveighs 
ag^unit infidelity or impiety \yith more 
pointed cenfure. ^^ She has a grand^dangh- 
ter," faid Sir John, ^^ who lives with her, 
and whom Ihe has trained to walk precifely 
in her own fteps, and which, flie thinks, h 
the way Jhe Jhould go. The girl,'* added 
he fmiling, ^* is well looking, and will have 
a handfome fortune, and I am perfuaded 
that, as my friend, I could procure you a 
good reception/* 

We were fliewn into her dreffing room, 
where we found her with a book lying open 
before her. From a glance which I caught 
of. the large black letter, I faw it was a 
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Week^s Pr^aration. This book it feems 
conftantly lay open before her from break- 
faft till dinner, at this feafon. It was Pa£- 
fion week. But as this is the room in which 
fhe fees all her morning Viiitors^ to none 
of \tfhom is 0ie ever denied, eren at tbi$ 
period of fetreat, (he could oaly pick up 
^lomentary fnatches of reading in the ihorl 
intervals between oneperfon bowing out 
wd another courtefying in* Mi& Denham 
&X by, painting flowers. 

Sk J^dm a&ed her Ladyibip, if (he would 
go and dii^e in a fi^mily way with Lady Bel- 
f)«ld. n She drefiv up, looked grave and faid 
witb .much folemfutyi that fhe fliould never 
think of din&ig. abroad at this holy feafon. 
Sir John faid, ^' as W4^ have ndther cards 
nor company, I thought you might as weU 
have eaten your chicken in my houfe as in 
your own/' But though (he thought it a fin 
to dine with a fober family, fiie made herfeif 
amends foi" the facrifice, by letting us fee 
that her heart was brimfull of the world, 
prefled down and running over. She in- 
demnified 
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demnified herfelf for her abftlnence from its 
diverfions by indulging in the onlv pleafures 
which flie thought compatible/ with the 
fan£lity of the feafon, uncharitable goflip, 
and unbounded calumny. She would not 
touch a card for the world, but (he played 
over to Sir John the whole game of the 
preceding Saturday night; told him by 
what a (hameful inattention her partner 
had loft the odd trick ; and that Ihe ihould 
not have been beaten after all, had not her 
adverfary, Ihe verily believed, contrived to 
look over her hand. 

Sir John feized the only minute in which 
we were alone, to afk her to add a guinea 
to a little fum he was collecting for a poor 
tradefman with a large family, who had. 
been burnt out a few nights ago. ^^ His 
wife," added he, ** was your favourite maid 
Dixon, and both are deferving people."— 
^^Ah, poor Dixon! She was always un- 
lucky," replied the Lady. "How could 
they be fo carclefs ? furely they might have 
put the fire out fooner. They ihould not 
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have let it get a-head. I wonder people are 
not more a^ve."-^^^ It is too late to en- . 
quire about that/' faid Sir John, ^^ the 
queftbn now is, not how their lofs might 
have been prevented, but how it may be 
repaired.** — ** 1 am really quite forry/* fsuid 
flie, ^^ that I can give yoi; nothing. I ha^ve 
had fo many calls Utely, that my charity 
purfe is completely exhaufted — ^and that 
abominable Property-tax makes me quite 
a beggar." 

While ihe was fpeaking, I gls^ce^ on the 
open leaf at, ^^ Charge them that are rich 
in. this world that th^y be ready to give ;*' 
and dire^iiing my eye further, it fell on, ^^ B^ 
not deceived. God is not mocked.** Thefe 
ttrere the awful pafiages which formed ^ 
part of her Preparation^ an^i this was the 
pradical uf^ fhe mad^ of them ! 

A dozen perfons of both fex^s ^^ had their 
exits and their entrances'* during our ftay ; 
for the fcene was fo flrange, and the cha« 
rafter fo new to me, 'that I felt unwilling 
to (Ur. Among other vififors was Signof 
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Sqaalfim^ a iavottrite opent finger, whoopi 
Aie patronised. Her hcc was lighted up 
with joy at the fight of him. He brought 
her an admired new air in which he was pre* 
paring himfelf, and fung a few notes, that 
file might fay fhe had heard it the firft* 
She felt all the dignity of the privilege^ and 
extolled the air with all the phrafes, cant 
and rapture of diUtfantei/m. 

After this, (he drew a paper from be- 
tween the leaves of her ftill open book^ 
which ihe ihewed him. It contained a 
Uft of all the company fhe had engaged 
to attend his benefit ^^ I will call on fome 
others/' faid fhe, ^^ to-morrow after prayers.^' 
X I am forry this is a week in which I cannot 
- fee my friends at their aflemblies, but oa 
Sunday you know it will be over, and I fhall 
have my houfe full in the evening. Next 
Monday will be Eafter, and I fhall be at* 
our dear Duchefs's private mafquerade, and 
dien I hope to fee and engage the whole 
world««p<*Here are ten guineas/' faid fhe, 
in a half whifper to the obfequious Signor^ 
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" you may mention what I gave for my 
ticket, and it may fet the fafhion going/^ 
She then prefled a ticket on Sir John and 
another on me. JJfi declined, faying with 
great fang froid^ " You know we are 
HandeHans .^* What excufe I made I do 
not well know ; I only know that I faved 
my ten guineas with a very bad grace, but 
felt bound in confcience to add them to 
what I had before fubfcribed to poor 
Dixon. 

Hitherto I had never feen the gnat*f 
{trainer, and the cameUfwallower, fo ilrik^y 
ingly exemplified. And it is obfervable 
how forcibly the truth of Scripture is often 
illuftrated by thofe who live in the boldefl- 
oj^dfition to it. If you have.. any doubt 
while you are reading, go into the world 
and your belief will be confirmed. 

As we took our leave, fhe followed us 
to the door. I hoped it was with the 
guinea for the fire ; but fhe only whifpered 
Sir John, though he did not go himfelf, 
to prevail on fuch and fuch ladies to go to 
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Squallmi's benefit. « Pray do," faid (he, 
** it will be a charity. Poor fellow! he is' 
fadly out at elbows, he has a fine liberal 
fpirit, and can hardly mafc^ his large income 
do.*' 

When we got into the ftreet we admired 
the fplendid chariot and laced liveries of 
this indigent profeflbr, for whom our charity 
had been juft folicited, and whofe " liberal 
fpirit,'* my friend affured me, confifted in 
fumptuous living, and the indulgence of 
every fafhionable vice* 

I could not reftrain my exclamations as 
foon as we got out of hearing. To Sir 
John, the fcene was amufing, but to him it 
had loft the intereft of novelty. ** I have 
known her ladyfliip about twelve years,** 
faid he, *' and of courfe have witnefled a 
dozen of thefe annual paroxyfms of de- 
votion. I am perfuaded that fhe is a gainer 
by them on her own principle, that is, in 
the article of pleafure. This fliort peri^ 
odical abftinence whets her appetite to a 
keener relifli for fufpended enjoyment ; and 
while {he fafts from amufements, her 
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bGnded confcience enjoys the fsafts of felf« 
gratulation. She feeds on the remembrance 
of her felf-denialy even after ibe has re« 
turned to tbo£e delights vvhich fhe thinks 
lier retreat has fairly purchafed. She con* 
fiders religion as a fyftem of pains and pe- 
nalties,^^ by the voluntary enduring of v^hich^ 
for a (hart time, ilie fhall compound for all 
the indulgences of the y^ar. She is pei^* 
fuaded that fomething mull; be annually 
fbrbornCji in order to make her peace;; 
After thefe periodical atonements, the Al- . 
mighty being in her debt, will be obliged at 
laft to pay her with heaven. This compo- 
fition, which rather brings her in on the 
creditor fide, not only quiets her confcience 
fcr the paft, "but enables her joyfully to 
enter on a new fcore.** 

I aiked Sir John, how Lady Belfield 
eotdd ailbciate with a woman of ^ charader 
fo oppofite to her own I " What can we 
do ?^' faid he, •* we cannot be Angular* 
We muft conform a Utile to the world in 
which we live/' , Trufting to his extreme 
good-nature, and fired at the fcene to which 
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I bad been a witnefs, I ventured to obferve, 
that non-conformity to fuch a world as thrt 
of which thi^ lady was a fpecimen, was th<$ 
yery criterion of the religion taught by Him 
who had declared by way pf pre»«minent 
diftindion, that ^^ his kingdom was not t>f 
this world/* 

^' You are a young man/' anfwered 1» 
inildly, ^* and this delicacy and thefe pre- 
judices would foon wear oflF, if you were tp 
live feme time in the world/*-; — " My deaf 
§ir John," faid I warmly, ^* by the grace 
of God, I never will live in the world ; at 
1^(1, I never will aflbciate with that part 
of it, whofe fociety would be fure to wear 
00* that delicacy and remove thofe preju- 
dices? "Why this is retaining all the worft 
part of popery. Here is the abftinence 
without the devotion; the outward obfer- 
yance without the interior humiliation. It is 
fufpending of fin, not only without . any 
defign of forfaking it, but with a fixed re* 
fojution of returning to it, and of increafing 
the guft by the forbearance. Nay, the fins 
Ihe retains in order to mitigate the hortors 
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of forbearance, are as bad as thofe {he lays 
iown» A poftponed fin, which is fully* 
intended to be refumed, is as much worfe 
than a fin perfifted in, as deliberate hypo- 
crify is worfe than the impulfe of paffion. 
I defire not a more explicit comment on a 
textj which I was once almoft tempted *to 
think unjuft ; I mean, the greater facility 
of the entrance of grofs and notorious offen- 
ders into heaven, than of thefe formalifts. 
No! if Mifs Denham were fole heirefs to 
Croefus, and joined the beauty of Cleopatra 
to the wit of Sappho, I never would 
conned myfelf with a difciple of that 
fchool/* 

•* How many ways there are of being- 
unhappy !'* faid Sir John, as we returned 
one day from a ride we had taken fome 
miles out of town, to call on a friend of 
his. " Mr. Stanhope, whom we have juft 
quitted, is a man of great elegance of mind. 
His early life was paffed in liberal fludies^ and 
in the beft company. But his fair profpefts 
were blafted by a difproportionate marriage. 
He was drawn in by a vanity too natural to 

young 



CCELEBS. 11 J 

young men, that of fancying himfelf pre* 
fcrrcd by a woman, who had no one recom- 
mendation but beauty. To be admired by 
her, whom all his acquaintance admired^ 
gratified his amour proprs* He was over- 
come by her marked attentions fo far as to 
declare himfeif, without knowing her real 
difpofition. It was fome time before ha 
prepoffefSon allowed him to difcover that 
Ihe was weak and ill informed, felfifevand 
bad tempered. What (he wanted in un- 
derftanding, (he made up in fpirit« The more 
ihe exaded, the more he fubmitted ; and 
her demands grew in proportion to his fa- 
crifices. My friend, with patient afFeftion 
ftruggled for a long time to raife her cha- 
racter, and to enlighten her mind ; and 
finding that (he pouted whenever he took 
up a book, and that {he even hid the newf- 
j^per before he ha4 read it, complaining 
that he preferred any thing to her company 
the foftnefs of his temper and his habitual 
indolence at length prevailed. His better 
judgen^fnt funk in the hopekfs conteft. 
For a quiet life, he has fubmitted to a dif- 
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graceful life. The comprdtnife has liot sill* 
fvirered« He has incurred the degradation^ 
which, by a more fpirited conduft, he might 
have avoidedj and has miffed the qUiet 
which he facrificed his dignity to ptirchafe.- 
He compaffionates her folly, and continues 
to tranflate her wearifome interruptions into 
the flattering language of affe&ion. 

" In compliment to her, no lefs than in 
|uftification of his own choice, he has per<' 
€uaded himfelf that all women are pretty 
much alike* That in point of capacity, 
difpofition, and knowtege, he has but drawn 
the common lot, with the balance in his 
Bivour, of ftrong affe&ion and unfuUied 
virtue^' He hardly ever fees his fine library, 
which is the obje£b of her fupreme averfion, 
but waftes his days in liftlefs idlenefs and 
his evenings at cards, the only thing in 
which fhe takes a lively intereft. His fine 
mind is, I fear, growing mean and difin- 
genuous. The gentlenefs of his temper leads 
him not only to facrifice his peace, but to , 
infringe en his veracity in order to keep her 
quiet. 



^^ All the entertainment he finds at dia* 
oier is a recapitulation of the faults of het 
tniids, or the impertinence of her footmen^ 
or the negligence of her gardener* If to 
pleafe her he joins in the cenfure, (he turns 
fndd^ily about, and defends them, if be 
vindicates them, flie infiflts on their imsic* 
diate difmiffion ; and no fooner are tfaey 
irrevocably difcharged, than fhe is coati* 
nually dwelling on their ' perfe&ions, and 
then it is only their fuccefibrs who have any 
faults. 

*' He is now fo afraid of her driving out 
his few remaining old fervants, if ihe fees 
his partiality for them, that in order to con- 
ceal it he affeds to reprimand them, a» the 
only means for them to fecure her favoiin 
Thus the integrity of his heart is giving 
way to a petty duplicity, and the opennefs 
of his temper to (habby artifices. He 
could fubmit to the lofs of his comfort, 
>but fenfibly feels the diminution of his . 
credit. The lofs of his ufefalnefs too is a 
tonftant fource of regret. She will not 
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even fuSer him to z(k as a magiftrate, left 
her doors fhould be befet with vagabonds, 
and her houfe dirtied by men in bulinefs^ 
If he chance to commend a diih he hay 
tafted at a friend's houfe — *' Yes, every 
body's things are good but her's — Ihe 
can never pleafe— -he had b^ter always 
dine abroad, if nothing is fit to be eaten 
at home." 
^" Though poor Stanhope's condud is fa 
€orre£t, and his attachment to his wife fo 
notorious, he never ventures to commend 
any thing that is fald or done by another 
woman. She has, indeed, no definite obje& 
of jealoufy, but feels an uneafy, vague fenfa*' 
tion of envy, at any thing or perfon he 
admires. I believe fhe would be jealous of 
a fine day, if her hufband praifed it. 

** If a tale reaches her ears of a wife who 
has failed of her duty, or if the public papers 
record a divorce, then fhe awakens her 
hufband to a fenfe of his fuperior happinefs,. 
and her own irreproachable virtue. O 
Charles, the woman who, repofing on the 
7 laurels 
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faiipels of her boaftcd virtue, allows herfdf 
ta be a difobliging, a peevifh) a gloomy, a 
difcontented companion, defeats one great 
end of the inftltution, which is happinefs. 
The wife who violates the marriage vow, is 
indeed more criminal ; but the very magni- 
tude of her crime' emancipates her hulband ^ 
while file who makes him not diihonourable, 
but wretched, fattens on him a mifery for 
Ufe, from which no laws can free him, and 
tinder which religion alone can fupport 
him. 

We continued talking tiU we reached 
home, on the multitude of marriages in 
which the parties are ^^ joined not matched,^^ 
and where the term unhn is a miferable 
mifnomer. I endeavoured to turn all thefe 
new acquaintances to account, and confi- 
dered myfelf at every vifit I made, as 
taking a leflbn for my own condud. I 
beheld the mifcarriages of others, not only 
with concern for the individual, but as 
beacons to light me on my way. It was no 
breach of charity to ufe the aberradons of 
VOL.!. X my 



tny acquaintance for the purpofe of tti^itig 
fnyown coiirfe more diredl:* I took care^ 
however, never to Ibfe fight of the humbling 
confideralidn that my own deviations were 
equally liable to become the objeflt of their 

animadVerfioti, if the fame motive had led 
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them to the'lame fcruiiny* 

I remained fome weeks longer fn towft 
indulging myfelf in all its fafe fights, and 
all its fober pleafures. I examined whatever 
was rievsr in art. Or curious In fcience. I 
found out the bell pifliures, faw the beft 
ftatues, explored the beft mufeums, heard 
the beft fpcakers in the courts of law^ the 
beft preachers in the church, and the beft 
orators in parliament ; attended the beft 
leSures, and vifited the beft company, in 
the moft correft, though not always the 
tnoft falhionable fenfe of the tef m, I aflb- 
ciated with many learned, fehfible, atfd fome 
pious meii, commodities, with whi^h Londott, 
with all its faults, abounds, perhaps, more 
than any other place ou the habitable gIobe# 
I became acquainted with many agreeable, 

weil 



^^11 informed) valuable women, with a few 
whQ ev^ feemed in a good meafure to live 
above the world while they were living in it. 
There is a large clafs of ejtcellent female 
th^aftersj who on account of that very 
iexcellenceji are little known^ becaufe to be 
knQwn is xk>t their obje^. Their ambltioa 
has a better tafte* They pafs through life 
honoured and refpe&ed in their own finaU 
but not unimportant fphere> and approved 
by him, " whofe they are and wh(H9 they 
ferve/*' though their faces are hardly known 
in promifcuous fociety. If they occafion 
little fenfation abroad, they produce much. 
Jbappinefs at home. And when once a 
woman who has ^^ alt appliances and means 
to get it/' can wichftand the intoxicatioii 
bf the flatterer, and the adoration of the 
&ihionable ; can conquer the fondnefs for 
public, difltindtion, can refift the tempta- 
tions of that magic circle to which fhe 
is courted, and in which fhe is qualified «» 
to ihine -^ this . is indeed a trial of firm- 
titk\ a frxdl which thofe who have never 
1; *ir .; K 2 been 



"1^^ CCBtEBSfc 

been called to refift themfelves, cafl 
hardly judge of the therh of refiftance 
in others. 

Thefe are the women who blefs, dignify^ 
and tf uly adorn fociety. The painter indeed 
does not make his foirtune by their fitting to 
him ; • the jewellei' is neither brought into 
rogue by fumifhing their diamonds, nor 
undone by not being paid for them ; the 
profperity of the milliner does not depend 
on afSxing their name to a cap or a 
colour ; the poet does not celebratef* them ; 
the novellift does not dedicate to them ; but 
they pofiefs the affe&ion of their hufbands, 
the attachment of their children, the efteem 
of the wife and good, and above all they 
poffefs his favour, *^ whom to know is 
life eternal." Among thefe I doubt not I 
might have found objefts highly deferr- 
ing of my heart, but the injunfltion of my 
father was a fort of panoply which guarded 
It.. 

lam perfuaded that fuch wemeA com* 
pofe a larger portion of the iex, than is 

generally 



4 



^\ 



generally sJIowed. It is not the number^ 
but the noife which makes a fenfation^ and 
a fet of fair dependent young creatures who 
are every night forced, fome of them reluc- 
tantly, upon the public eye ; and a bevy of 
faded matrons rouged and repaired for an 
ungrateful public, dead to their blandifh- 
ments, do not compofe the whole female 
world ! I repeat it *— a himdred amiable 
women, who' are living in the quiet prac* 
tice p{ their duties, and the mod^ft ^^ertion 
of tl^r talents, do not fill the public 
eye, or reach the public ^ear, like one 
afpiring leader, who, hungering for obfer? 
yation, and difdaining cenlure, dreads not 
abufe but oblivion; who thinks it more 
glorious to head a little phalanx of &« 
(hionable followers, than to hold out, as 
from her commanding eminence, and im* 
pofing talents ihe might have done, a 
fhining example of all that is great^ an4 
good, and digni^ed in woman* Thefe felf- 
appointed queens maintain s^n abfolute 
but ephemeral empire over that little 

K 3 fantajiic 



fantq/lid nnjhctacy which they call the 
world.- — Admiration befets them, crowds 
attend them, conquefts follow them, infe* 
riors imitate them, rivals envy them, newf- 
papers extol them, fonnets deify them. A 
few oKlentations charities are oppofed as a 
large atonement for a few amiable nJbeai,^ 
ifteffes^ while the unpaid tradefman is ex* 
]X)fed to ruin by their vengeance if he 
refufe to truft them, and to a gaol if he 
continue to do it. 
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Tl I . . • ^ ^ 
^ ^s pree ;^s previous tq n^y Iea\ii)g 

jLogiM^a we^fi jp^i^ynfi^ Sir, J9hn s^ui 
La4y. BielfieJ<t ,fe»«ig 1 ^as op the wing 
for Uzn^^lrpy thpy prpmjfjpd to jaake thdr 

- Qn jtl\e firfl: of thefe days, iBjre were agree* 
ably furprized at the appearance of Dr. 
ParIow,*an 0I4 fneod of J^ir John, ^d the 
excellent re^oj: of Mr. Staqi^y.'s pa^fli* 
!3eing obligied to cqme to tpwx^ on urgent 
tufinefB f(pr a copple of days, l\e,was charged 
jto aiTure me qf the cordial welcpme, which 
awaited me at the Gr<>ve« I ^jiS glad to 
tt^aKi^ t.hj3 yearly acquaintance with this 
\ngh\Y reiip^iEliible divine.- I ms^de a thou* 
fand. enquiries about 1)U neighbours, and 
^xpi'efied my iippatience to Hnpw more of ^ 
family. In whofe characters I al^ady feU a 
fuqre tl^an coQimon interefl:, 

V K4 *'Sir;* 



15^ CCELBBfi 

" Sir/* faid he, « if you fet mc talking 
of Mr. Stanley, you muft abide by the 
confequences of 7oar indifcretion, and bear 
with the loquacity, of which that fubje^ 
never fails to make me guilty. He is a 
greater bleiling to me as a friend, suul to 
my parifli as an example and a benefador, 
than I can defcribe/* I affured.him that 
he could not be too minute in fpeaking of a 
man, whom I had been early tauglit to 
admire, by that exa& judge of merit my 
late fether. 

*« Mr. Stanley,** faid the worthy Po&or^ 
^^ is about ilk and forty, his admirable wife 
is about fix or feven years younger. He 
pafled the eiairly part' of his life in London, 
in the bell focie^i His commerce with 
the world was,' to a rnihd like hi§, all pure 
gain; for he brought a\(^ay from it all the 
good it had to give,' witf^but exchanging 
for it one particle of his own integrity. He 
acquired the air, manners, and fentiments 
of a gentleman, without any facrifice of lus 
fmcerity. Indeed he may be faid to have 

turned 
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tiimed his knowledge ef iKe^vorld lo ^-xiim 
ligious account, for it has^€nabled l»m to 
reconimend r^%ion to thofe, iirlio do not 
like it well enougfi to forgave, for Its fak^, 
the leaft aukwafdnefs of ge^ure, or "ia&c^ 
gance of manner. 

' ** When i becsfme stcqn^ted with tha 
&mily, continaed he, ^^ I told Mrs. Stanley 
that I was afraid her hufband hurt religida 
in one fenfe, as much as he recommended 
it in adoth^; for that fi^me men v/tia 
would forgive him his piety for the fake 
of his ^greeablenefs, wotdd be led to <£& 
like religion more than ever in other men, 
in whom the jewel was not fo well fee* 
*^ We ihoutd like your religious men w^i 
enough,*' will they fay, ^ if they all re- 
fembled Stanley*'' Whereas the truth is, 
ihey do hot fd much like Mr. Stanley's 
reli^on," as bear with it for the pleafiire 
which his other qualities afford them. She 
^fibred me, that this was not ahogether the 
ca(e9 for that his other qualities having 
pion^ei^ d his way, and hewed down t^e 



.»ajtnr?illy jr^ifes,,?!!? ?n4e%y^jnrf .tftiJj^ .)if|fHl 
3|N> tjtfin W|er,e: jnji^ch faqiiij^t^, ^^^jv^ 
,©»tjr fept ^hii, ,grQunfl Ue hik^. g^»€4,.lJHt 
-wanlofifi^ jftbfe to l»irn thi^-infltience «ypr.)j!i§ 

^ends tQ ;a better accomp^, th^o, ||)6j^ 4)^ 
>jnte{)4!s4> !fe. cqnverted their .^dmira^ 

tio» pihjlm. mq vm &pi# tjieir ^v» 

ettOtU .'u': . :--^ '?•■_ . ' ! J. 

r^ gr^gati ppiVer oyer th^ ini|^ <?f his .%£- 

:i|uaiiitaiiQe^ and h^$ in^ a high degree . ^t 

, irare talent^ the a,rt of: cpn^ijiiflioa witha\it; 

.the aid of .flirttj^ry. , I hayp feepi lApre. mpu 

brought oyer -to ^i^ opifition by a m^^ge-^ 

iXliem derived froixi (lis H^oirl^g^ of ^ao« 

Und, and; by a pripciple which forbad ibis 

, ever ufing rfiis knowledge b)p|t for good piu'- 

pofes, than I: ever obferved il!^ any other ip- 

♦ 

r fiance ; and this withcfyt th^ flightefl: deyyt-> 
tion from hi$ fcrupulpus probity, 

*' He is mafter of one great advantage in 
converf^tiQtf^ that of not only knowing 

. ivbat 



when to^£iy it ; in JinoWil^ when td pref^ 
a point and when to forbear ; in his fparing 
the ielf4ove of a vain man^ vi^hom ht wifhes 
to reclaim,* by contriving to make "bin! feel 
himfelf wrong withc^ut -making him appeal* 
ridiculous* The former he knows is ea&lir 
pardoned, the latter never. He has ftudie^ 
the human heart long enough ta know that 
fo wound pride is not the way^to cure but X(^ 
jjoSame it ; and that exafperating felf-con^ 
ceit, will never fubdue it. He feldom, I 
believe, goes into company without an ear- 
neft defire to be ufeful to fome one in it ; 
bat if circumftances be adverfe} if the 
mollia tempora fundi do not prefent them** 
fel^es ; he knows he fhould lofe more than 
they would gain, by trying to * make the 
occafion when he does not find it.' Arid I 
have often heard him fay, that when he 
caiMot improve others, or be benefited by 
them, he endeavours to benefit himfelf by 
^he difappointment, which does his own 
mind as much good by humbling him with 

the 



the feafe of bis own ufele0iie&^ ^ the fu^ 
|eA he wiihed to hay$ introduced, x^igbl 
trnve done them. 

♦^ The death, of his o»ly foji, about • fix 
y^rs ago, who had juft entered hU Qightk 
year, is ihe only interruption his family hayi( 
)iad to a felicity fo unbroken, that I told 
|i{r. Stanley fpme fuch calaftilty was necef- 
iary to convince him that be ly^s not to b^ 
put off with fo poor a portion as |hi$ 
."firorld has to give. I ^dded, that I fiipuld 
have been tempted to doubt his b^g ig 
the feyour.of God, if he had totally efjcaped 
chaftifement, A circumllan^? whi^h to 
rnany parents would have greatly aggrj^ 
yated the . blow, rather lightened \t tq him. 
The boy, had he liyed tpt be. of age, vfa$ 
to have ha4 & Urge uidependent fortune 
from a 4>ftaut relation, which will now fff 
to a remote branch, unlefs t|;iere iShould be 
another fon. '^This wealth,", faid he to 
xne, ** might have proved the boy*s fnare, 
and this independence his deftruftion. ^e 
who does all things well, has affli6led t\ve 

parents;^ 
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)>aitnGf, but helhas fared thdchild/^ The 
lofs of an oaly fon, howeter» fat heavy bA 
his heart, but it was the means of embliog 
him to glorifyAGod by his fiibmiffion ; I 
ihould ratheci fay by hia. . acquieficencdk 
Submiflion is only yielding to what we 
cannot help. ' Acquiefcence is a more fub» 
lime kind^of refignation« It)is a convidion 
that the divine will is holy, juft, and good*' 
He olie day faid to me, " wawere too fond 
of the niercy, but not fufEciently grateful 
forit. We loved him fo paflionately thstt 
^Rre might have forgotten who beftowed hinu 
To preferve us from this temptation, God 
in great mercy withdrew him. Let us turn 
our eyes from the one blei&ng we have lofl:^ 
to the countlefs mercies which are continuied 
to us, and efpedally to the hand which coQ- 
fers them ; tathe hand which, if we ccm- 
tinue to murmur, may ftrip us of our r^ 
laaining faleffing$.'' 

^* , I cannrt," continued . Dr. Barlow« 
** make a higher eulogium of Mrs.. Stanley, 
than to fay, (hat Ihe is every way wortlqf 

of 



ef the hufbandlvhafe happinefs ibe t^vikes^ 

They hav^^a large fathUf of lovely daugh^ 

iftn of all zges*. Lucilla, the eldeft^ is near 

liindte€n(9 yiu ^ttrouldthiiik; me. too pde- 

•deal were I;to iay fee adorns every virtud 

%ith- tv«ty grace j and yet I fhould only 

^^k the fimple truth* Phcebe, who is jnSL 

fumed of fifteen, has not left vivacity and 

IWeeU^fs than htt iifter, but^ from her 

extreme naivete and warm-heartednefs, fhe 

^is foiQewhatllefs dificretion ; and her father 

Jj^ys, chat her education has afforded hini 

^ot kfs pleafure bat more :tronbIe, for tlu^ 

branches (hot £o iafl a6 to call for more 

^[>runteg.*^ 

' • Before I had time to thank the good 
l)b£lor fer his interefting little narrative^ a 
iond rap announced compan^c It was I.ady 
-Bab Lawfefs.^ 'With her ;ufaal verlatiKty 
•file plunged at oik:e into emy fubje£k with 
every body. She talked tprLa^ JBeifield 
^{ the news and her nuff^vy^iof ipoetry 
rwith Sir John, of.ipolitics.o^^th me, -^rid 
pdfgion with Dr. Barlow. 9h^ ; talked weU 

uponji 



tipdn mod of tliefe pomts, ftnil not ill updA 
iany of thctti. For Ihe had the taleiit rf 
embelliihing fubjeds^ oi which *fte ktte* 
t3^t little^ and a kind <^ conjectural jfagacft^ 
and ralh deicterity, wbicfa prevented hat 
from appearing ignorant^ even wheti flife 
knew nothing* She thought th^t a fuU 
confidence iti her own po>^ers was the furc 
't*ray to raife them in the eftimation ef otheti^^ 
and it generally fucceeded* 

Turning fuddenly to Lady Belftdd, file 
faid, *' Pray my dear, look at my flowers*** 
** Th^ are beautiful rofes indeed/' Sud 
Lady Belfield, *^and as exquifitely exaflt 
as if they were artificial/* — - ^* Which ih 
truth they are/* replied Lady Bab. ^* Your 
fniftake is a high compliment to theiki, 
but not higher than they defervc. Look 
efpecially at thefe rofes in my cap. You 
pofitively ihall go and get fome at the 
fame place.** « fedefed,^ faid Lady Brf- 
field, " I am thinking of laying afide 
flowerSj though my children are hardly old 
enough to take to them.** •^ What affedla- 
* 4 • tionr 
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^&l** repfied Lady Bab, "why you afi? 
not above twd or three ^d thirty; I ani 
almoft as old ^gain, add yet I don't think 
of giving up flowers to my children, or 
my grandchildr^^ who will be foon waiting 
them. Indeed, I only now wear ivbite rofes/' 
I difcbve^ed by this, that white rofes 
made the fainii approsamation to fobriety 
in drefs, that three tables made to it in 
cards* *^ Seriouily though," continued 
Lady Bab, *^ you muil and fhall go and 
1)uy fome df Fanny's flowers* I need only 
tdl you, it will be the greateit chapty you 
ever did, and then I know you won't reft 
nil you have been. A beautiful girl main* 
tains her dyings mother by tnaking and 
felling flowers. Here is her dire&ion,'* 
throwing a card on the table. '^ Oh no; 
this is not it. I have forgot the name, 
but it is within two doors of your hair« 
drefler, in what d'ye call the lane, juft out 
of Oxford-ftreet. It is a poor miferable 
bole, but her rqfes are as bright as if they 
gr^w in the gardens of Armida." She 

• now 



&bW rang the bell violently, faying (be 
ha4 overftaid her time^ though ihe had 
hot been in the houfe ten minutes. 

Next morning I attended Lady Belfield 
to the exhibition. In driving home through 
one of the narrow paffages near Oxford- 
Hreet, I obferved that we were in the 
ftreet where the poor flower-maker lived. 
Lady Belfield direded her footman to 
enquire for the houfe. We went into 
tt^ and in a fmall but clean room up 
three pair of ftairs, we found a very pret- 
ty aAd very genteel young girl at work 
on her gay manufadure. The young 
woman prefented her elegant performances 
with an air of uncommon grace and 
xnodefty. 

She was the more interefting, becaufe 
the delicacy of her appearance feemcd to 
proceed from ill health, and a tear flood 
in her eye while fhe exhibited her works. 
<« You do not feem well, my dear,'* faid 
Lady Belfield, with a kindnefs which was 
natural to hen " 1 never care about my 

* VOL. I. * L owft 
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own health, madam/' replied (he, << but t 
fear my dear mother is dying/' She 
(lopped, and the tears which {he had en« 
deavoured td reftrain, now flowed plenti- 
fully down her cheeks« " Where is your 
mother, child ?'' faid Lady Belfield. '' In 
the next room, Madam/' *^ Let us fee 
her/' iaid her Ladyfhip, " if it won't too 
much difturb hen" So faying, (he led 

- the way, and I followed hen 

We found the fick woman lying on a 
little poor, but clean bed, pale and emaci<» 
ated, but ihe did not feem (o near he% end 
as Fanny's afie&ion had made her appre- 
hend. After fome kind expreilions of 
concern. Lady Belfield enquired into their 
drcumftances, which fhe found were de* 

^ plorable. ^But for that dear girl, ma- I 
dam, I ihould have perifiied with want/' 
faid the good woman ; • fince our misfor-^ 
tunes I have had nothing to fupport me 
but what (he earns by making thefe flow* 

4 

ers. She has ruined her own health, by 
fitting up the greatefl: part of the night 

to 
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Id procure^ ine neceflariesj while (he her* 
ifelf lives on a cruft." 

I was fo affeded with this fcene, that I 
drew Lady Belfield into the next room^ 
** If we cannot preferve the mother^ at 
leaft let us fave the daughter from deftruc* 
tion," faid 1 ; '^ you may command my 
purfe." f^ I was thinking of the fame 
thing/* flie replied^ " Pray* my good 
girl> what fort of education have you had V* 
^^ O, Madam," faid fhe, " ofte much too 
high for my fituation. But my parents^ 
Intending to qualify nie for a govemefs^ as 
the fafeft way of providing for me, have 
had me taught every thing neceffary for 
that employments I have had the beft 
matters, and I hope I have not mifem* 
ployed my time." ** How comes it then," 
faid ly *^ that you were not placed out in 
feme family ?" " What, Sir ! and leave my 
dear mother helplefs^ and forlorn ? I had 
rather live only on my tea and dry breads 
vrhich indeed I have done for many 
months, and fupply her little wants, thaa 

L 2 enjoy 
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^joy all the luxuries in the world at a 
diftance from her/* 

** What were your misfortunes dcca* 
fioned by ?'* laid I, while Lady Belfield was 
talking with the mother. ^^ One trouble 
followed another, Sir^'* laid i^ie, ^^ but what 
Qiofl: completely ruined us, and £ent my 
father to prifoi;!, and brought a paralytic 
ftroke on my mother, was his being ar- 
reted for a debt of feven hundred pounds. 
This lum, which he had promifed to pay^ 
was loQg due to him for laces, and to my 
mother for millinery and fancy drefles, 
from a lady who has not paid it to this 
moment, and my father is dead, and my 
mother dying! This fum would have 
faved them both T* 

She was turning away to conceal the ex- 
cefs of her grief, when a venerable clergy- 
man entered the room. It was the redlor 
of the parifi), who came frequently to 
adminifter fpiritual confolation to the 
poor woman. Lady Belfield knew him 

flightly. 



flSghtly, and highly refpefted his charac- 
ter- She took him afide, and qufeftioned/ 
him as to the difpofitibnr and conduct of 
thefe pfeople, efpecially the yburig woman. 
His teftimony was highly fatisfaSory, 
The girl, he faid, had not only an excel- 
lent education, but her underftanding and 
principles were equally good. He added^ 
that he reckoned her beauty among her 
misfortunes. It made good people afraid 
to take her into the houfe, and expofed 
her to danger from thofe of the oppofite 
defcription. 

I put my purfe into Lady Belfield's 
hands, declining to make any prefent my- 
felf, left after the remark he had juft 
made, I fhould incur the fufpicions of 
the worthy clergyman. 

We promifed to call again the next day, 
and took our leave, but 'not till we had 
pofleiTed ourfelves of as many flowers as 
fhe could fpare. I begged that we might 
ftop and fend fome medical affiftance to 

1, 3 the 



the fiek woman, for though it was evi4el|| 
that all relief was hopelefs, yet it wouk) 
be a comfort to the afibjOion^te girl's heart 
to know that nothing was omitt^4 >?hicl\ 
inight reftgre her Qiother, 
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1 N the evening we talked over our little 
adventure widi Sir John, who entered 
warmly into the diftreifes of Fanny, and 
was inclined to adopt our opinion, that if 
her charader and attainments flood the teft 
of a ftrift enquiry, flie imght hereafter 
probably be tranfplanted into their family 
as govemefs. We were interrupted in 
the formation of this plan by a vifit from 
Lady Melbury, the acknowledged queen of 
beauty and of ton. I had long been ac* 
quainted with her charad:er, for her charms 
and her accomplifhments were the theme 
of every man of fafliion, and the envy of 
every modifh woman. 

She is one of thofe admired but pitiable 
characters, who, fen^ by Providence as an 
example to their fez, degrade themfelyes 
into a warmng. Warm»hearted^ feelings 
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liberal on the one hand; on the other, 
vain^ fentimental, romantic, extravagantly 
addided to diifipation and expence, and 
with th^t union of contrarieties which dif« 
tinguifhes her, equally devoted to poetry 
and gaming^ to liberalHy and injuftice. 
She is too handfome to be envious, and 
too generous to have any relilh for detract 
tion, but Ihe gives to excefs into the op^ 
polite fauk« As Lady Denham can deted 
blemiihes in the mod perfe£fc^ Lady Mel* 
bury finds perfeSions in the moft depraved. 
From a judgement which cannot difcri^ 
minate, a temper which will not cenfure, 
and a hunger for popularity, which can 
feed on the coarfefl applaufe, ihe flatters 
egregioufly and univerfally, on the principle 
of being paid back ufuribufly in the famie 
coin. Prodigal of her beauty, flie exifts 
but on the homage paid to it from the draw^ 
ing-rbom at St. James's, to the mob at the 
opera houfe door. Candour in her is as nuf- 
chievous as calumny in others, for it buoys 
up charadiers which ought to fink. Not 

content 
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content with being blind to the bad qua- 
lities of her favourites, fhe invents good 
ones for them, and you would fuppofe her 
corrupt " little fenate" was a choir of 
feraphims. 

A recent circumftiance related by Sir 
John was quite charafteriftical. Her favou- 
rite maid was dangerouily ill, and eameftly 
begged to fee her lady, who always had 
loaded her with fevours. To all company 
ihe talked of the virtues of the poor Toi- 
nette for whom {he not only exprefled, but 
felt real compaffion. Inftead of one apothe- 
cary, who would have fufficed, two phy^- 
ficians were fent for ; and . fhe herfelf re- 
folved to go up and viiit her, as foon as (he 
had finifhed fetting to mufic an elegy ou 
the death of her Java fparrow. Juft as (he 
had completed it, (he received a fre(h in- 
treaty to fee her maid, and was adually 
got to the door in order to go up (lairs, 
when the milliner came in with fuch a dif- . 
tra&ing variety of beautiful new things, that 
there was no poiRbility of letting them go 

till 
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tin fhe had tned every thing on, one after 
the other. This took up no little time. 
To determine which fhe fhould keep and 
which return, where all was fo attraftivc, 
took up ftill more. After numberlefs vi» 
cfffitudes and fluduations of racking 
thought, it was at length decided (he*fhouId 
take the whole. The milliner withdrew ; 
the lady wfent up — .Toinette had juft expired. 

I found her manners no lefs fafcinating 
than, her perfon. With all her modiih 
graces, there was a tin&ure of romance and 
an appearance of foftnefs and fenfibility 
^hich gave her the variety of two charao- 
ters» She was the enchandng woman olf 
laibion, and the elegiac mufe* , 

Lady Belfield had taken care to cover 
ber work table with Fanny's flowers, with 
^ view to attraft any chance vifitor. Lady 
Melbury admired them exceflivdty. ^* You 
mufl do more than admire them,'' faid 
Lady Bdfield, " you muft buy and recom* 
mend." She then told her the affe&ing 
fcene we had witnefled^ and defcribed the 

amiable 



^unlable girl who \fupported the dying 
mother by making thcfe flowers. *^ It h 
iquite enchanting/' continued (he, refolving 
to attack Lady Melbury in her own fenti- 
mental way, ^* to fee this fweet girl twifting 
Tofe-buds, and forming hyacinths into boa* 
iquets.^' ^* Dear, how charming V* exclaimed 
Lady Melbury, "it is really quite touching; 
I wiH make a fubfcription for her and write 
at the head of the lift a melting defcription 
of her cafe. She (hall bring me all her 
flowers, and as many more as (he can make* 
But no, we will make a party, and go and 
fee her* You fliall carry me. How interefl> 
ing to fee a beautiful creature making rofes 
and hyacinths 1 her delicate hands and £ur 
complexion muft be amazingly fet off by 
the contraft of the bright flowers. If it 
were a coarfe looking girl fpinning hemp, 
to be fure one fliould pity her, but it would 
not be half fo moving. It will be delight-* 
ful. I will call on you to-morrow, exadly 
at two, and carry you all. Perhaps,*^ whit 
jpered fhe to Lady Belfield, ^^ I may work 

up 
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Up the circumftances into a fonnet. Do 
thinlf: of a ftriking title for it. On fecond 
thoughts, the fonnet fhall be fent about 
vith the fubfcription, and Til get a pretty 
irignette to^fuit it/* 

** That fine creature/* faid Sir John, in 
an accent of compai&on, as fbe went out, 
** was made for nobler purpofes* How 
grievoufly does fhe fall ihort of the high 
expectations her early youth bad raifed! 
Oh ! what a fad return does fhe make to 
Providence for his rich and varied bounties ! 
^ Vain of her beauty, laviih of her money, 
carelefs of her reputation ; affociating with 
the worfl company, yet formed for the beft; 
livmg on the adulation of parafites, whofe 
underflanding fhe defpifes ! I grieve. to 
compare what fhe is with what fhe might 
have been^ had fhe married a man of fpirit, 
isirho would prudently have guided and ten* 
derly have reilrained her. He has ruined 
her and himfelf by his indifference and 
eaiinefs of temper- Satisfied with knowing 
how much ihe is admired and he envied, he 

never 
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neyer thought of reproving or reftriaing 
her. He is proud of her, but has no par^ 
ticuiar delight ijoi her company, and trufting 
to her honour, lets her follow he;: owa 
devices while he follows his. She is a 
ftriking inftance of the eccentricity of that 
bounty which fprings from mere fympathy 
and feeling. Her charity requires ftagc 
effeft; objeds that have novelty, and 
circumftances which, as Mr. Bayes lays, 
•* elevate and furprize.*' She loft when an 
infant, her mother, a woman of fenfe and 
piety ; who, had flie lived, would have 
formed the duftile mind of the daughter, 
turned her various talents into other chan- 
nels, and raifed her charader to the eleva- 
tion it was meant to reach. Had fhe a 
child, I verily think her fweet Nature would 
quite domefticate her." 

" How melancholy,'* faid I, " that fo fu- 
perior a woman fhould live fo much below 
her high deftinatiqn! She is doubtlefs 
dettitute of any thought of religion.** 

*' You are much miftaken,** replied Sir 
John. *' I will not fay indeed that fhe 

7 entertains 



extterta^ns much thought about it ; but (he hf 
no means denies its truth, nor neglefts oc^ 
cafionally to exhibit its outward and vifible 
figns* She has not yet completely forgotten 

All that the nurfe and all the ^riefi have taught. 

I do not think that^ like Lady Dehham, fhe 
confiders it as a commutation, but fhe pre- 
ierves it aS a habit. A» religious exerdfe 
however^ never interferes with a Ivorldly 
one. They are taken up in fucceffion, but 
Ivith this diflinS:ion, the worldly bufmefs 
is to be done, the religious one is not aIto& 
gether to be left undone^ She has sL moral 
chemiftry which excels in the amalgama- 
tion of contradidory ingredients^ On a 
Sunday at Melbury caftle if by any ftrangc 
accident flie and her lord happen to be 
there together, fhe firil reads him a fermon, 
and plays at cribbage with him the refl of 
the evening. In town one Sunday when 
(he had a cold, fhe wrote a very pleafing 
hytnii, and then fat up all night at deep 
play. She declared if fhe had been fuc- 
cefsful, fhe would have given her winnings 

to 



tt) eharity ; but as flie loft fome hundreds^ 
Ihe faid, (he could now with a fafe con* 
fcience borrow that fum from her charity 
purfe, which fhe had hoped to add to it^ 
to pay her debt of' honour**^ 

Next day within two hours of hei* ap* 
pointed time^ fhe came, and was compiU 
mented by Sir John on her punftuality* 
" Indeed," faid fhe, " I am rather late, but 
I met with fuch a fafcinating German novel, 
that it pofitively chained me to niy bed till 
paft three. I affure you I never lofe time 
by not rifmg. In the courfe of a few winters 
I have exhaufted half Hookham's cata^ 
logue, before fbme of my acquaintance! 
are awake or I myfelf am out of bed/^ 

We foon flopped at the humble door of" 
which we were in fearch* Sir John con- 
du£ted Lady Melbury up the little winding 
flairs- I affifted Lady Belfield. We 
reached the room, where Fanny was juft 
fiaiihing a beautiful bunch of jonquils^ 
*' How pifturefque,'^ whifpered Lady Mel^ 
bury to me !— " Do lend me your pencil ; 

t muft 
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1 muft take a (ketch of that iVeet girl UnAi 
the jonquils in her hand.-— My dear erea** 
ture/* continued fhe, " you muft not onlyi 
let me have thefe, but you muft make me 
twelve dozen more flowers as faft as po& 
' fible^ and be fure let me have a great many 
fprigs of jeflamine and myrtle.'* Theil 
fnatching up a tvreath of various coloured 
geraniums—** I muft try this on my head 
by the glafs/* So faying flie ran into ail 
adjoining room, the door of which was open j 
Lady Belfield having before ftolen into it 
to fpeak to the poor invalid. 

As foon as Lady Melbury got into the 
toom ftie uttered a loud fhriek« Sir John 
and I ran in, and were (hocked to find her 
near fainting* " Oh, Belfield/' faid (he, 
** this is a trick, and a moft cruel one ! 
Why did you not tell me where you were 
bringing me ? Why did you not tell me the 
people's name !*'—-** I have never heard 
it myfelf,*' faid Sir John ; " on my honour 
I do not underftand you." — " You know 
as much of the woman as I know,'' 

faid 
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feid Lady Bdfidd. "Alas, much more/' 
cried file, as faft as her tears would give 
her leave to fpeak. She retired to the 
ttrindow for air, wringing her.bands, s^nd 
called for a glafs of water to keep her from 
fainting, I returned to the tick woman for 
im explanation} I faw her countenance 
much changed. 

« This, Sir,*' faid fhe, '' is the lady^ 
\vhofe debt of feven hundred pounds ruined 
ine, and w2Ls the death of my hufband/' I 
V^as thunderftruck, but went to affiit Lady 
Melbury, who implored Sir John to go home 
tt^ith her inftantly, faymg her coach fhould 
come back jFor us. " But, dear Lady 
Belfield, do lend me twenty guineas, I have 
hot a fhilHng about me. — " Then, my 
dear Lady Melbury," faid Lady Belfield, 
*' how cou/d you order tWelve dozen cx- 
penfive flowers ?"— « Oh/^ faid fhe, « I did 
iiot mean to have paid for them till next 
year.'* — ** And how,*' replied Lady Bel- 
jield, ^^ could the debt which was not to 
have been paid for a twelvemonth have re- 

VOL. I. M ^ lieved 



lieved the preffing. wants of a creature, wh^ 
muft pay ready money for her materials? 
tlowever, as you are fo diftrefied, we will 
contrive to do without your money/'r-i* 
*^ I would pawn my diamond necklace di« 
fc£Uy/* returned flie, but fpeaking lower, 
<^ to t)wn the truth, it is already ih the 
jeweller's hands, and I wear a paiUf neck- 
lace of the fame form/' 

Sir John knowing I had been at my 
banker's that morning, gave me fuch a fig- 
Hificant look as reftrained my hand, which 
was already on my pdcket-book. In ^reat 
feeming anguifh, fhe gave Sir John her 
hand who condu£ted her to her coach* 
As he was leading her down ftairs, (he 
Iblemnly declared fhe would never again 
run in debt, never order more things than 
ihe wanted, and above all would never 
play while Ihe lived* She was miferabte 
becaufe fte durft not afk Lord Melbury 
to pay this woman, he having already given 
her money three times for the purpofe, 
which (he had loft at faro. Then retrajft- 



log, ihe protefted, if ever fke did touch a 
citrd again, it fhould be for the fol^ purpofe 
of getting fomething to difcharge this debt. 
Sir John eameftly (injured her not to by 
^^ that flattering unfUgn to h6t foul/' but 
to convert the prefent vexation into an 
OGcafion of feCcity, by making it the tne- 
morable and happy aera of abandoning a 
praftice, which injured her fortuni^, her 
f^mCy her principles, and her peace. *^ Poor 
thing/^ fsdd. Sir John, when he repeated 
this to us, 

Eafe will recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 

^' In an interval of weeping, fhe told me," 
added he, ^^ that Ihe was to be at the opera 
to-night. To the opera, faro will fucceed, 
and to-morrow probably the diamond ear- 
dngs will go to Grey's in purfuit of the 
necklace/' 

Lady Belfield inquired of Fanny how it 
happened that Lady Melbury, who talked 
with betj without furprize or emotion, dif- 
coyered fo much pf both at the bare fight 

U2 ^ of 
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of her mother. The girl explained this ^ 
faying, that (he had never been in the way 
while they lived in Bond-ftreet, when hfar 
bwjyfliip uTed to come^ harmg been always 
employed in an upper room or attending 
her roafter$. 

Before we parted, effbaual meltfures ware 
taken for the comfortable fubfiftence of the 
fick mother, and for alleviating the forrows^ 
^ and lightening the labours of the daughter^ 
and next morning I fet out on my journey 
for Stanley Grove, Sir John and Lady 
Belfield promifing to follow me. in a few 
?;, weeks. 
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As foon as I got into my pbfl: chalfe, and 
fairly turned my back on London j I fell into 
a variety of refle£tions on the perfbns wit'fe 
whdm I had been living. ' Jn this fofeloquy^ 
I was particularly ftruck with that difcre- 
pancy of charaders, all. pf which are yet in^ 
eluded Under' the broad comprehenfive ap- 
pellation 



pellaticm of Cbrl/iians. I ^Dond thstt though 
all differed \^idely from each other, they dif* 
fered ftUl more widely from that rule by 
which they profefied to walk. Yet not one 
of thefe chara&ers was eoAlldered as dif- 
repptable. There was not one that iiraa 
profane or profligate. Not one who 
would not in converfation have defended 
Chnftianity if its truth had been attacked. 
Not one who derided or «ven negleded its 
£3rms } and who in her own clafs would 
not have paiTed for religious. Yet how 
little had any one of them' adorned the pro* 
feflion file adopted ! Of Mrs. Ranby^ Mrs* 
Fentham^ Lady Bab Lawlefs, Lady Den* 
ham, Lady Melbury, which of them would 
not have been ftartled had her Chriftianity 
been called in queftion? Yet how merely 
fpeculative was the religion of even the 
mbft ferious among them ! How fuperficial^ 
or inconfiftent, ojt miftaken, or hollow, or 
hypocritical, or felf-deceiving was that of 
all the others! Had either of them beei^ 
aiked from what fpurce flie drew her reli« 
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gion, flie would indignantly have anfwered, 
from tbe Bible. Yet if we compare the 
copy with the model* the Chriftian with 
Chriftianity, hpw little can we trace the re* 
femblance ! In what particular did their 
fives imitate the life of Him wbo pleafid 
not himfilfy who did, the will of his Father : 
who w£(nt abdut doing good? How irre* 
conceivable is their faith with the principles 
which He taught! How dii&milar their 
pra£tiee with the ptecepts He delivered; 
Hqw inconiiftent their lives with the ex« 
iample He bequeathed! How itnlbunded 
their hop^ of heaven^ if an entrance iitfo 
beaven be reftrided to diofe who ai€ Bke 
blinded mtb Cbrift ! 
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•M.7 father had been* ^arly in life md« 
stately conneAed with the family of Mr* 
Stanley. Though this gentleman was his 
junior by feveral years^ yet there fubfifted 
betweep them fuch a iimilarity of tafles, 
femiments, views, and principles^ that they 
lived in the clofefl: friendfhipj and both 
thdr families having in die early part of 
their lives refided in Lcmdon^ the occafidns 
pf that thorough mutual knowledge that 
grows out of familiar tntercourfe, were 
much fsiciiitated. I remembered Mr. Stan. 
ley, when I was a very little boy, paying 
an annual vifit to my fsither at the priory, 
and I had retained an imperfed but pleaf- 
ing impreifion of his countenance and en- 
gaging manners. 

Having had a large eftate left him 
m Hampihire, he fettled there on his 
marriage; an intercourfe of letters had 
kept up the mutual attachment between 
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him and my father. On the death of each 
pari^nt, I had received a cordial invitadon 
to cohie and foothe my forrows in his fo* 
ciety. My father enjoined me that one of 
jnyfirft vifits ^er hia death, ihouIdb^tQ 
the Grove; ; a^d ia truth, I now confidecdl 
my Hampfliire enga:g^ment as the baivii 
bcMcbe of my fouthem excurfion» 

I Veached Stanley Grove before dinner* 
I found a fpacious manfion, fuited to the 
^mple fortune and liberal fpirit of its 'pof-« 
feflbr. I was highly gratified with fine 
forefl: fcenery in the approach to the paiic 
Tl^e houfe had a noble appearance witfaout,* 
and within it was at once coinmodious and 
elegant. It ilood on the foutb iic}^ of a 
HU, nearer the bottom than the fummit, 
and was iheltered on the Aorth-eafl: by a 
fine old wood. The park, though it was 
no^ very extenfive, was ftriking from the 
beautiful inequality of the ground, which 
was richly clothed with the moll pidurefque 
pa^ I ever faw, interfperfed with ftately 
beeph^* The grounds were laid cut-in 

good 
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good tafte, but though the hand of modem 
improvement was vifible, the owner had 
in one inftance fpared 

The obfolete prolixity of (hade« 

for which the moft interefting of poets f<» 
pathetically pleads. The poet's plea had 
faved th^ avenue. 

I was cordially welcomed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley ; and by that powerful and 
inftantaneous impreffion which fine fenfe 
and good breeding joined to high previous 
voxeration of charafiier, produce on the 
feelings of the gued, I at once felt myfelf 
at home. All the preliminaries of gradual 
acquaintance were in a manner fuperfeded, 
and I foon experienced that warm and a& 
feftionate efteem which feemed fcarcely to 
require intercourf^ to ftrengthen^ or time 
to confirm it. Mr. Stanley had only a few 
minutes to prefept me to his lady and two 
lovely daughters, before we were fumthon- 
ed to dinner, to which a confiderable par-^ 
ty had been invited ; for the neighbour^ 
jiood was populQus and rather poliflied. 

Tht 



The converfation after dioaer was ratio* 
nal^ animated, and inftru&ite. lobferved 
that Mr* Stanley loft no opportunity which . 
fairly offered, for faggefting ufeful reflec- 
tions. But what chiefly ftruck me m his 
manner of converfing was^ that without (ever 
prefEng religion unfeafonably into the Car*' 
vice, he had the talent of making the mod or- 
dinary topics fubfervient to inftru£tion, aoid 
of extra&ing fome profitable hint, or ftriking 
out fome important light, from fubjeds 
which in ordinary hands would not have been 
fulceptible of improvement. It was evi* 
dent that piety was the predominating prin* 
ciple of his mind, and that he was confute- 
ing its interefts as carefully when prudence 
made him forbear to prefs it, as when pro« 
priety allowed him to introduce it. This 
piety was rather vifible in the fentiment 
than the phrafe. He was of opinion that 
bad tafte could never advance the interefts 
of Chriftianity. And he gave lefs offence to 
worldly men, than molt religious people I 
have known, becaufe though he would, on 

no 
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HO human confideittdon, abate one atom of 
zeal^ nor lowfr any dofixine, nor difguife 
any truth, nor palliate, nor trim, noi^ 
comp^omife, yet be never contended for 
words or trifling diftin6ions« He thought 
it detraded from no man's piety to bring 
adl his elegance of expreilion, his corred:-' 
nefs of tafte, and his accuracy of reafon«> 
ing to the fer^dce of that caufe, which lies 
the nearefl: to the heart of every Chriftian^ 
and demsutids the beft exertion of his beit 
iaculties* 

He iK^as alfo forward to promote fubjeds 
of pradical ufe in the affairs of common 
life^ fuited to the feveral circumftances and 
purfttits of bis guefts. But he particularly 
rejoiced that there was fo broad, andfafe, 
and uninclofed a field as general literature* 
This he obferved always fupplies men of 
education^ with an ample refuge from all 
vulgar aiid dangerous and uiiprodudive to- 
pics. ** If we cannot,'* faid he, " by friencily 
intercourfe, always raife our principles, we 
may always keep our underftandings in 

exercife ; 



exercife ; and thofe authors who fujjply Co 
peccable a creature as man, with fubjeds 
of elegant and innocent difcuffion, I do not 
Teckon among the loweft benefaftors of 
mankind/* 

In my further acquaintance with Mr, 

Stanley, I have fomctimes obfervcd with 

what addrefs he has converted a merely 

moral pafTage to a religious purpofe. I 

liave known him, when converfing with a 

man, who would not have relifhed a more 

facred authority, feize on a fentiment in 

TuUy's Offices, for the loweft degree in 

hb fcale of morals, and then, gradually 

^fcending, trace and exalt the fame thought 

through Paley or Johnfon, or Addifon, or 

Bacon, till he has unfufpe£tedly landed his 

opponent in the pure ethics of the gofpeI> 

and furprifed him into the adoption of. a 

Cbriftian principle* 

As I had heard there was a fine little flock 
of children, I was furprifed, and almoft 
difappointed every time the door opened, 
not to fee them appear, for I already began 



t5 take an mtei-eft la all that related to thh 
m<)fl: engaging family. The ladies havfng^ 
to our gteat gratification, fiit- longer than 
is ttfual at moil tables^ at length obeyed 
the fignal of the mifti-efs of the houfe* 
They withdrew, followed by the Mi& 
Stanleys^ 

With grace 
Which won who faw to wi/k their ftay* 

After their departure, the converfation , wjli 
xjot changed. There was no ocdafion; it 
cofuid not become more rational, and w6 
did not defire that it fhould become lefa( 
pure. MrSi Stanley and her fair friends 
had taken their (hare in it with a good fenfe 
and delicacy which raifed the tone of our 
fociety ; and we did not give them to un* 
derftand by a loud laugh before they were 
out of hearings that we rejoiced in being 
OTiancipated from the reftraint of their 
prefence. 

Mrs. Stanley is a graceful and elegant 
woman. Among a thoufand other excellen*^ 
cies, fhe is diftinguifhed for her judgment 

in 
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in adapting her difcoiirfe to the charader of 
her gueds, and for being iingularly fkilint 
ia reletting her topics of converfation. I 
never faw a lady who poflefied the talent of 
diffufing at her table, fo much pleafure to 
tholie around her, without the fmalleil de» 
viation from her own dignified purity. She 
iiiks fuch queftions, as ftrangers may be 
likely to gain, at lead not to lofe, credit 
by anfweringj and fhe fuits her interro* 
gations to the kind of knowledge they may 
be fqppofed likely to poiTefs. By this, two 
ends are anfwered: while {h^ gives her 
gueit an occalion of appearmg to adyan«' 
lage, (he puts herfelf in the way of gaining 
&me infcSlrmation. From want of this dif* 
cemment, I have known ladies a& a gemk^ 
man jufl: arrived from the Eaft Indies, quef* 
tions about America: and others, from the 
abfence of that true delicacy, which, where 
it exifts, {hews itfelf even on the fmallefl: 
cccafions, who have inquired of a perfon 
how he liked fuch a book,^though fhe knew, 
that in the nature of things, there was no 
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j^rob^ility of his ever having heard of it* 
Thus affuming an ungenerous fuperiority 
tierfelf, and mortifying another by a fenfe 
of his own comparative ignorance. If there 
is any one at table who from his ftatioa 
has leaft claim to attention, he is fure to 
be treated with particular, kindnefs by 
Mrs* Stanley ; and the difHdent never fail 
to be encouraged, and the modefc to be 
btought forward, by the kindnefs and re* 
finement of her attentions. 
' When we were fummoned to the draw- 
ing room, I was delighted to fee four beau-* 
tiful children, frefli as health and gay as 
youth could make them, bufily engaged 
with the ladies# One was fomping ; ano- # 
ther finging ; a third was ihewing fome 
drawings of^ birds^ the natural hiftory of 
which fhe feemed to underftaiid ; a fourth 
had fpread a diiTeded map on the carpet, 
and had pulled down her eldeft fifter on 
the floor ^ to fhew her Copenhagen. It was 
an animating fcene. I could have devour* 
ed the fweet creatures. I got credit with 

the 
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the litde rmgcr' by helping. her td k liii* 
^hicb fee had forgotten, and with th^ 
pretty geographer by my fuperidr ac^aaint^ 
ance with the feores of the Baltic* 

In the evening, when the company had 
left U8, Talked Mrs. Stanley how ft,e came 
fo far to deviate from efta|)4ifeed cuftom as 
not to produce her children immediately 
aftdWInner ? " You muft aflc me," faid Mr* 
jStanley, fmiling, ** for it was I who firffi 
' ventured to fuggeft this bold innovation* 
1 love my children fondly, but my children 
1 have always at home j 1 have my friends 
but feldom ; and I dp not chufe that any 
portion of the time that I wife to dedicate 
to intelleQ:ual and focial enjoyment, feould 
be broken in upon by another^ and an 
interfering pleafure, which I have always 
within mv reach. At the fame time I like 
my children to fee my friends. Company 
ts^mufes, improves, and polifees them. I 
.^.^fl^therefore confulted with Mrs* Stanley, how 
we could fo manage, as to enjoy pur friends 
without locking up qur children* She re^ 

commended 
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tomtjiemled this e:fcpedient. The i»m^ 
fte faid, fpent ' by the , ladies from their 
leaving the dining-room till t^e gentlemea 
came in to tea, was often a little; heavy, it 
^a^ rather an interval of anticipation than; 
of enjoyment. Thofe ladies wha had not 
much mind^ had foon exhaufted their ad» 
Miration of each other's worked Qpiuflins« 
and lace-lieeves, and thofe who had^ ^ould 
be glad to reft: it fo agreeably. She .t&ere* 
fore propofed to enliven that dull peiiod -bj 
introducing the children. 

^* This little change has not only fuc- 
cee4ed in our own family, but has beea 
adopted by many of our Beighbour$, F^ 
oUrfelves, it has anfwered a double purpofe* 
It not only delights the little things, but 
it delights^ them with lels injury than thf 
ufual feafon of their appearances Our 
children have always as much fruit as they 
like, after their own dinner j they do vssol 
therefore want or deAre ^ fruits^ the 
fweetmeats, the cakes and the wine with 
which the gueits, m order to ploafe mamm^ 
. VOL. u N are 
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are too apt to cram them. Befides, poor Iktle 
dearS| it mixes too ftiuch felfifhnefs with the 
natural delight they have in feeing company, 
by conne£Ung with it the idea of the good 
things they (hall get. But by this aheratibn, 
we do all in our power to infufe a little 
difintereftednefs into the pleafure they have, 
^n coming to us. We love them too tenderly,, 
to crib their little enjoyments, fo we give' 
them two pleafures inftead of one^ for they 
have their defert and our dompany in fuccef- 
fion.'^ 

' Though I do not approve of too great 
femiliarity with fervants, yet I think that 
ib an old and faithful domeflic, fuperior 
confideration is due. My attendant on 
my prefent tour had lived in our family 
from his youth, and had the <:are of me 
before I can remember. His fidelity and 
good fi^fe, and I may add his piety, had 
-obtained for him the privilege of free fpeak- 
ing. ^' Oh^ir,** faid he, when he came 
*to attend me next morning, " we are g6t 
wto the right houfe at laft» Such a family I 

■'- . fo 
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fo godly! fo fober! fo charitable! *Ti$ 
all tJf a piece here, Sir. Mrs. Comfit, 
the houfekeeper, tells me that hfer maftcr 
And miftrefs are the example of all the rip h; 
Stnd the ref^jge of all the poor in the neigh- 
bourhood; Atld as to Mifs Lucilla, if the 
Ibleffing of them that are ready to perifli, can 
fend anybody to heaven j (he will go there 
fure enoUgh/' 

This rhapfody of honeft Edwiards warmed 
my heart, and put me in mind, that I had 
neglefted to inquire ^fter this worthy houfe- 
keeper, who had lived ^th my grandfather, 
and was at bis death tranfplanted into the 
family of Mr. Stanley^ I paid a vifit^ the 
firft opportunity, to the good woman in her 
room, eager to learn more of a family who 
fo much refcmbled my own parents, and for 
whom I had already conceived fomething 
-moi"e tender than mere refped* 

I congratulated Mrs. C^fit on the 
happinefs of living info valuable a family. 
In retuni, (he was even eloquent in their 
praifes* *' Her miftrefs," ihe laid, *,^ was 

N a a pat* 
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a pattern for ladies, fo HxiGtj and yet fo 
kind ! but now indeed Mifs Lucilla. has 
l;^en almoft all the family cares from her 
mamma* The day (he was (ixteen, Sir, that 
is about two years and a half ago, ibe 
began to infped the houfehold affairs a little^ 
and as her knowledge increafed, (he took 
znore and more upon her. Mifs Phc&be 
will very foon be old enough to relieve 
ber fifter ; but my miibe(s won't let her 
daughters have any thing to do with &« 
xnily affairs, till they are almoft women 
grown, both for fear it fliould take them 
off from their learning, and alfo give them 
a low turn about eating and caring for 
niqeties^ and lead them into vulgar gof&p^ 
and familiarity with fervants. It is time 
enough, (he fays, when their chara&ers are 
a little formed, they will then gaix) all the 
good and efcape all the danger/' 
: Seeing mft Uften with the moft eager 
and delighted attention, the w:orthy wo- 
man proceeded. ^^ In fummer, Sir, MUs 
Stanley rifes at fix, and fpends two hours 
o ' in 



lii'lier cfixGst* i^ch^ k &6red trkh'^he beft 

books. At eight :jS]e confults me on 'the 

ilacbs of poviiioiis, and othor famify mattery 

and gives me a bill of fare^ fufc^cQ: to the 

inQie£Hon of her mamma. The cook 'has 

^reat pleafarb in aftxng mxder her dtreflkm^ 

1>ecaafe Ae allows that. m!f& .imderftands 

vobea things aire well done, and never finds 

*fattlt in the wrong pbce; wfaidb|! fte ficys^ 

Jb a' grekt mortification in .ferving ignorant 

ladies, who ptaife or find fiuilt.isychanfiS^ 

"not according: < to the codk^^ < per&rma&ce^ 

i)ilt their own hamonri i^e looks it^dt 

my accounts every rweek, wfikh l^g hspt 

ifa fliort, give her but Htde trdtdile,. and 

onceamiomh flie fettles eveey thii^ with 

iser niother. " r i — • 

^ ^is a^ pleafure, ' Sir, to fee how ftilfol 

fte is in accounts ! One can't impofe xipaa 

her a>farthing if one would ; and yet fte 

Is fo mild and fo 4reaibnable ! and fo quick 

at diftinguifliing ^\\4hiat a^e miilakes, and 

what are wilful £auhs ! Thenihe is fb comk 

paffionate! it will be a Iteart-breaking di^ 

N3 at 



attheGrove^ Sir^ wheneiocr.inifi.mBiHtt* 
When my inafter*is fidc^ihe writes his.Icf- 
ten, readfif tto him, and ai^fU. her n^ammam 
wirfingh^.* L ^-^ 

: '^' lAfter her moming^s work, 8ir^ does 
ihe~cDnse'into compaxrjr, tkied and crob^^ 
ladieido^who have done nothing,, or, arebujt 
juft up i ;No^> (tie comes in to make break- 
faft foti h^ pavents^ asr firefli.aa krQfe,;.and 
tas gay iaisa lark. r. An. hour after breahfaft, 
ft[e and pay. mafter read fome learned faobks 
together^' ^ $he then ailifts ; in teaching sh& 
"fiMle fifters,. and neuter were children bettdt 
inQirndsd. One, day ii\ a wed;;, fhe fets 
hsifide both ior them and hei'felf to work for 
tfiepoor^ whom ihe alfa iiegularly vifitsrat 
their own cottages, two evenings )in i Ae 
fwUsk ; £oi flie fays^ it would be troubfefeme 
ismd look oftdntatioiii>t6 bave her father's 
doorsf crouded 'with ^oor people^ .. neitbeir 
.tould {he get at their wniisai^d their ^cha- 
rafters half fo well- afe by going herfelf .<o 
their own boufes. My .dear iniftref^ Jms 
given her a fmall room as |l Aore-hQUfe 

' ' .for 



iiar- clotKing and bobks *fbr'^Iter ""miHgeiit 
nle^bo^ir^' . In thb room each d^ th6 
^unger dasghters^ the ^day^iherift feven 
jtin old 9; has hsr owa. jdtawer, with * hit 
none written on^ait^.^and almo(b the only 
'competition among thcin\ is, ivlible (ball 
be fooneft filled with caps, aprons, and 
handkdkxbie£i. '.The w<kking ddy is iem- 
inoniy conchided) by one of thefe chantable 
vifitSi The dear creatures are loaded with 
their little . woi^-jbaik^s, crao9tmed with 
neceflaries* Thls^ Sir,;is the day, and it 
is . always lookiod £3rward to with pleaAire 
by thenx alL Even little Cella, the y bungeft, 
who is but juft turned of five, v^l come 
to me and beg for fomething good to 
put in her baiketfor poor Mary, or Betty 
foch a one; I wonder I do not. fee any 
thing of the litt^ darlings ; it is about the 
time they ufed to pay me a vifit* 

^^ On Sundays before church they attend 
the village fcbool ; when the week's pocket 
money, which has been carefully hoarded 
for the purpofe, is produced for rewards to 
' V4 the 



the mdft defervlng fcbolars* And yef^ 
^, with )all thisy you may be in the boufe 
fi moxtth '^thout liiearing a word of die 
l&atter^ it a allUlone foiqmetly ; and sahen 
tf)«y nteet at. their meaSs: they are nioi« 
bhe^rfiil >aird :gay than if they had been ever 
^idla.^ • 

Hei^ Mt«. Comfit (lopped,. &r jn^ then, 
twb tweet little dierry-cheeked figures pre* 
fested themfelves at the doo(P, fwingiog a 
ftiKMv bafflset between them, and crying out 
in a 'litde begging n^oice, ^^ Pray, Mrs« 
Ci»ttiiitg beftow your charity, — we want 
(otMthhi^ cbaide &r the hungry, and iome# 
thing 'luee ifer the r];ck,~-poor Darned Alice 
ttnd her dittle grand^tda^ght^r ! " They wese 
l^mg M, but Qiyiqg (me, ihey coloured ^p 
to *the eArs, and ran atway as faft aa diey 
toulB> though il did alLinonyipower to detain 
them. 
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CHAP. XIV, 

^T HEN Mirs Stanley cam$ in to malce 
breakfaft, fhie beautifully exemplified the 
worthy houfekeeper's delcription. I hare 
Tometiines feen young women, whofe fim- 
plicity vns deditute of elegance, and otheit 
in whons^a too elaborate polifli had nearly 
effaced their native graces : Lucilla appeared 
to unite the fimplicity of nature to the re* 
finement of good breeding. It was thus 
ibe {truck me at firft fight. I forbore to 
form a decided opinion, till I had leifufe to 
obferve whether her mind fulfilled aH thatt 
her looks promifed. 

Lucilla Stanley is rather perfedly elegant 
than perfectly beautiful. I have feen women 
as ftriking, but I never faw one fo inte- 
reding. Her beauty is countenance: it b 
the ftamp of mind intelligibly printed on 
ihe face* It is not fo much the fymmetry 

of 



of features, as the joint triomph of intelled 
and fweet temper. A fine old poet has well 
described her ; 

« ■« 

Her pure and eloquent blood 
.jppokc in b^r cbeeks, and fo diftinftly ^wrougbt, T 
•"''That one could almoU fay ber body tbougbt. 

Hen oonverfation, like her cDtuitenaace»J| 
i^Qf|)pounde4{,of;^Uv6linefs, fenfit^lity, an(!f 
ide%^cy« She dofs ^ot fay. things tQ be 
looted, but , the effe^ of , her , qpaver^i^i) 
is, .tb;Lt k leaves all impreiUon Qf p^l^afure oa 
|be. mind, '.and a love of goodnefs 9n.the 
jbearu JSh^ enlivens, without d^^^zUBg, affd 
fi(itert;^ns without overpowering* Contented 
mi . pleafe,. (he has no ambition to {hine^ 
Thf re is nothing like effort in her expre^ 
£on,^or vanity in her manner. .Sh^ has 
ffither a playful gaiety than a pointed wit. 
Of repartee fhe I^s .iittle, and.diflikes itiu 
cthera ; yet .1 have ieldo^, met with a truer 
Uftc for inoffenfive wiu Tafte is indeed 
t|xf predominating qualityof ^er raift^j and 
fbf may rather be faid to be a nice judge of 
K / the 
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•the ge^us <)tf others, than to be a gemut 

^js^rklL ->vShe : has a i^mck - perce{>don jbt " 

i^hatever is beautiful or de&dive, in^lMi- 

polition or m chara£ler. The fame true 

ta^e pervades her writing, h^r converfation, 

)ier drefs, her domefljc ^rftngements^ 2Uid 

•her gardening, for which la'ft(he h^s both 

<a {(affion a^d a tsJent, Though Ihe has a 

^'^orre^ ear, ^.neither fing%xK>r plays ; and 

})9r ^^ }s.ib- eyad)!!} flawing, th^t ^Ihe 

X^^H^Uff^a^ have U compos 4fiuu r^dmli 

•yet I nef^r <iw a pencil i^ her fingers^ 

^<;ept4o i^ft^ha feat or.a.bpwer for the 

rpleafuii^;grt)i|Bd« Her npciotiS' are too j\^ 

'4b allow her to be fatisfied wJtK niedbcritf 

Jnt any thing, and for perfe£lion kk many 

ttangs, flie thinks that lifi^is tod Aorjt, and 

' ^s duties too various and impottapEit, Having 

-ifive younger fifters to aifift, (he has bee& 

induced to n^gleS: fpjne ^cqyifitiGjnS' which 

«^e would have liked. Had (be 'been an 

only daughter, flie owns that fhe woald ^ 

jhaye-^ indulged a little more in the ^ni& 

and decoratiofi of life. 

At 



r|'88 CtEhESSf 

At hiet b^ly age, the fou^Afels tf her 
ladgsieiH on perfeaft and tilings taanot bis 
derived from experience ; five owes it to a 
luR fi» fine as enables her tie feize on tHe 
■ftrong feature, the prominent cireumftanec, 
the kadmg pdlit, iniflead'of ' confilfing her 
n^d and diffipatinj^ her atten^n, on the 
infenof parts of a cbanadeir, a' 1)bok, or a 
bufibefs. ThSs jnftnefs of thinking teaches 
lier^to rate thingis according to their wortK, 
>ismd to arrange them according 4o their place. 
Her manneir ol fpeakiiig addi to tiieefFed: of 
%€r words, ani th^toneof her^oke^:ijprelfes 
iK^h fingutar f^ieity, gaiety cfi^ kindtieft^-as 
"feer IbeUiigS'dk^^, and the occaiion demands. 
Thid manner is fo natural, and her fenti- 
inents (jiring fo fpontaneoufly^ from the 
<>ccafien^ ^&t it is obvious that difplay is 
never in her head, nor an eagernefs for prarfe 
\h her heart. I never heard her utter a 
word which I could have wilhed unfaid, <Mr 
It fettfiment I would have wi&ed unthought. 

As to her drefs, it Teminds me of what 
Dr. Johnfon once faid to ah' acquaintance 

8 of 



of mii^ of a lady who was cekbrat^d for 
dr^fllng well. *' The bed evidence that I 
can. give you of her perfection in this refpeSk 
iSf that one can never remember what fhe ha^ 
oS}J^ The drefs of Lucilla is not neglefted^ 
and it is not ftudied* She is as neat as th^ 
(Iridefl; delicacy demands^ and as fa&ionable 
as the (Iridell delicacy permits ; and hev 
fiymphlike form does not appear to lefii 
advantage for being veiled with fcrupulous 
modefty. 

Oh I if women in general knew what was 
their real inter^ft ! if they could gnels with 
what a chum €Yen the ^fifearancc of modefty 
invefis its pofieflbr, they would dre& deco^ 
roully from mere felf-love, if not from 
principle. The defining wonld a&me 
tnodefty as an artifice, the coquet would 
adopt it as an allurement, the pure as her 
appropriate attradion^ and the voluptuous as 
the moft infallible art of fedu^on. 

What I admire in Mifs Stanley, and what 
I have fometimes regretted the want of ia 
fome other women^ is, that I am told ike is 

fo 
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ft) lively, fo playful, fo defirous df amufing 
her father and mother when alone, thac 
they arc feldom fo gay as in thdr family 

. party* It is then that her talents are all 
unfolded, and that her livelinefs is without 
reftraint. She was rather filent the two or 
three firft days after my arrival, yet it was 
evidently not the lilence of referve or inat* 
tention, but of delicate propriety. HeV gentle 
franknefs and undefighing temper gradually^ 

- got the better of this little fhynefs,. and (he 
foon began to treat me as the fon of her 
fether's friend* I very early ' found, that 
though a ftranger might behold her without 
admiration, it was impoffible to converie ' 
with her with indifference.' Before I had 
been a week at the Grove, my precautions 
vanifhed, my panoply was gone, and yet I 
had not confulted Mr. Stanley. 

In contemplating the captivating figure 
and the delicate mind of this charming girl> 
I felt that imagination, which mifieads fo . 
many youthful hearts, had preferved mine. 
The image my fancy had framed^and which 

had 



had been faggefted by Milton's lierolne, ha^i 
been refined indeed, but it had not been 
lomantic. I had early formed an ideal 
ftandard in my mm'd ; too high, perhaps ;*^ 
but its very elev^ition had refcued me front 
the common dangers attending the fociety 
of the fex. I was continually comparing 
the women with whom I converfed, with 
the fair conception which filled my mind-' 
The comparifon might be unfair to them ^ 
I am fure it was not unfavourable to myfelf,* 
for it preferyed me from the fafcination of 
mere perfonal beauty, the allurements cf 
factitious charaSer, and the attradions oj 
ordinaty merit. 

I am aware that love is apt to throw a 
radiance round the being it prefers^ till it 
becomes dazzled, lt?fs, perhaps with the 
brightnefs of the objeft itfdf, than with 
the beams with which imagination ias 
invefted it. But religion, though it had not 
fubdued • my imagination, had chaftifed it* 
It had fobered the fplendors of fancy, 
-without obfcuring them. It iiad not extin- 
^ i guiihed 
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guifiiecl the paffionsf, but It had taught nip 
to regulate them. ^I now feemed to have! 



ibuhd the being oi whom I had been In 
fearch* My mmd feic her excellencies, my 
beart acknowledged Its conqueror. I ftrug^ 
•gled, however, not to abandon myfelf to j^ 
impulfes. I endeavoured to keep my owii 
feelings in order, till I had time to appre* 
ciate^ a chara£ter, which appeared a,s artlels 
as It was correal. And I did not allow myfelf 
to make this flight iketch of Lucilla, and of 
the efied ihe produced on my hearty till 
more intimate acquaintance had juftified my 
prepofleflion. 

But let me not forget that Mr. Stanley 
Bas another daughter^ If Lucilla's charader 
is more elevated^ Phoebe's is not lefs amiable^ 
ller face is equally handfome, but htt 
figure is fomewhat lefs delicate* She hsA 
a fine temper^ and ftrong virtues. The 
little faults (he has, feem to flow from the 
excefs of her good qualities. Her fufcep^ 
tibijity is extreme, and to guide and guar4 
it> finds employment for her mother's fond- 

»cfs 
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Hefs, atud her Sstther's prfdence. Her heart 
overflows with gratitude for the fmalleft ler^ 
vice. This warmth of her tendernefs keeps 
ber affe£lioDs i& more lively exerdfe thaa 
her judgment ; it leads her to over-ratc 
the merit of thofe (he love$, and to eftimate 
their excellencies, lefa by their own wortb 
tBan by their kindnefs to her. She foon 
behaved to me with the moft engaging 
firanknefs, and her innocent vivacity encou* 
raged) in return, that aSe£tionate freedom, 
with which one treats a beloved fifter. 

! The other children are gay, lovely, in# 
terefting, and fweet tempered^ Their fe« 
vend acqiiifitions, for I deteft the ■. term 
accomflijhments^ fince it has been warped 
from the true meaning in which Milton 
iiled it, feem to be fo many individual con« 
tributions brought in to enrich the commou 
ftock of domeilic delight. Their talents are 
jiever put into exerdfe by artificial exdite* 
laents. Habitual induftry, quiet exertioily 
fuccelfive employments, afie£tionate inters 
courfe, and gay and animated relaxationi^ 

, VpLt I. o make 



srufce up the ra«nd of dkAt cheerful^ 

I could not fort)ear admiriag m this kap* 
1^ fiunily th« graceful umen of piety wllh 
d&Mfftilaefs} ftridnefs of principle em- 
beHiAad, but never rdaxed by gaiety of 
naaners; a gsuety sot fuch as requires 
turbulent pleafures to ftimulale it^ bat evi- 
dently the ferene, yet animated, refak of 
lidH i^^^ulated minds ;— H>f minds adualed 
by a tendemels of confcience, habitually- 
alive to the perceptk^n of the foialleft fia^ 
and kindiii^ into holy gratttude at the 
foalleft mercy* 

I often cafled to mind that my fitther, m 
Odder to prevent my being deceived^ and' 
8MI scvay wMi by perfons who appeared* 
lively at firft fight, had early accuftomed^ 
me to <^drimiaate carefully, whether it was 
not tbe amnud only that wa(( Uv^, an^ tl&e 
man dulL I have found this caution of no 
Imatt u& in my obfervations on the other 
iex» I had frequently remarked, that the 
mufical and the dancing ladies, and thofe< 

who 
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\viio were moft admired /or modifli attain* 
ments, ^ had little intelledual gaiety* la 
numerpus inftances I found that the mind 
ivas the only part which was not kept in 
adion; and no wonder, for it was the only 
pftrt wMch bad rectified no previQu^ fftf mr 
il^, no preparatory mpiilding* * 

Wh^ I memioiied this to Mr. StdidqF* 
^*^ the education,'* replied hie, " which hqw* 
prevails, is a Mahometan educftiipiu ft- 
confifts eAtif ely in makinjg womnn 9& olqs^t 
of atttaSion. There are, how^yer, a fewr 
reafonabte peoplo kft, who, while they r«r 
taia the objed, impro(ve upo$i fhe l^aRr 
They tea would make woma9 z^^Sivci 
but.it is hy fedulouAy bboKiring to majs^ 
the underftanding, the temper, the miiK)^ 
sy9d the manners of their daughters, as en« 
gagimg as thefe Ckcaflian parents eiid^ 
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CHAR. XV. 

Xhb friendly redor frequently vlfited at 
Ctuiley Grove^ and/ for my father's tdke^ 
honoured me ^ith his particular kindnefs. 
Sn Barlow filled up all my ideas of a coun- 
thf clergyman of the higher dafs. There 
J9^ an unifohn confiilency runs through his 
ifthole life and charader, which often brings 
to my mind, allowing for the revolution in 
liabits that almoft two hundred years have 
it ee g fla f il y produced/ the incomparable 
^unlry parfin of the ingemqus Mr* 
George Herbert*. 

** I never 
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. * Sm Herbert's Country Parfooi uo^er tbc- hetdt 
of the << parfon ^ bis houfct the parfoa prayings the 
parfoA prcschiogi the parfon comfortiDg, the parr 
fpn^a churpbi the parfon catechifingy the parfon in 
^irth/' &c. lie The term parfon haa now indeed a 
folgar and difrefpeftfMlfpundi hot in Herbcrt'a time 

it 



^^ i never faw Zeal without Ihncvathny* 
faid Mn Stanley, *^ more exemplified thsm 
in Dr.* Barlow^ Ks piety it as enHghtened 
as it is fincere. No errors in reli^n efdqpe 
faim through ignorance pf their eidfte&|P4> 
or through careleffiiefs in their dete^q^ 
or through ina^vity in <^po(ing thmu. 
He is too honefl: not to attack the prevail 
ing evil, i^yhatever fhape it may afTume ^ too 
correct to excite in the wife any iPsars th^t 
his zeat may miflead his judgm^oit, and tdb^ 
upright to be afraid of the cenfures which 
9i6tir^ f^tj muft ever have to encounter 

r > . . . . ' 

it W88 ufed ia its true fenfei ferfima eccl^S. t 
would recommend to thofe who have not feen it» tly^ 
llcecch of th^ ancient clerical life. As Mr. Herbert 
vat a man of quality^ he knew what beduhe tie 
more opul^it ojF his f^pdiion ; as he was ehuDentiy 
pioust lie prsdifed aU that he rccomnjicni|gdf $ ■ 
^* This appellation of parlon," fayi Judge Black* 
ftone» *^ however depreciated by clownifli and fa* 
miliar ofe, is the itioft le^f moft ieqeficiiSt' aiM 
nuaft honoarable tide» wUck a {iaijlb''prt8^ <eia 

€^3 li^9q| 



'from t^ vorldty and the icdiCerent^ from 

;A9ld haam asd unfurnifhed hfs^dis. 

i .^^^ FtfOm his affeaiottite wafmth, ion^. 

fyq^er, :^%^ hid upreoutting ^jpplicfl^oti ^of- 

Jng ItQm the *?aft iijopoitaiice bfe allies to 

.tfej wwth "Of foulB,< the tam of the \¥orld 

.Slight honour jiiia iwjth the titte of lentha- 

-flusd; ; . while fais^ prudence; ^bberminddd^il^ . 

^nd fcgal^rityy ^ould draw on hitn from 

?tibje fnidittCy.; the ^peUiation of fotaadiift. 

JThf^h he k far £rt>to bdog ' cokitent to 

ii^Z^ ia jdecencies/ he is careful ndver to 

-:Begled: ihetn. He t« a clergyman ait the 

week as well as on Sunday : for he fays, if 

he did not fpend much of the intermediate 

time in paftoral vifits, there could not be 

.kept up that mutual intie;rcourfe of kindnefs 

which ie much facilitate his own labours, 

*aAd his peofdie's improvement. Hiey Hfteti 

to Hhrf becaufe thejr hwk him, and they 

underlland Him, becaufe he has familiarized 

tk^V^ }>y private ,di|cftui;fe,, to thg great 

rfEDtte '^wkidf he ddiveBtiroiali the piflpir. 

> ^ Dr. Bkriowiiafs ^'gwitfiy dMniffied the 

growth 
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growth of inaovatn^a m his |»riihte,.by 
attackiqg the mnovator with his oten wta% 
ffms» Not indeed by fioofal^ to the fam6 
dtrorderly pra^ccis, hiic by oppofiug dA 
dUight^i^ eltroeftnefe to an eoceturie 
leameftnc^ ; .a:, eeid ^#£ knowl^e to i( 
jnal witbota k^ He ^is of c^bion diafc 
aftivity doe^. more good than mv<tdive» 
luad that the ktier h too often refotted to^ 
Ip^caufe it k the cheaper fubftitutew 
. '. V His charity, however, is large, and hh 
^lirk truly tatholtc. He honours -idlhil 
lirtily pious brethren, who are eamefl; Hi 
lAQing' good» though they may diSer £coA 
him as to the manner of doing it^ Y0t 
his omdour never intrenches on his , firm- 
nefs ; and ^hiie he will not difpute witt^ 
tubers about Aadei6 of diSbr^fifds, he main^ 
%m& hi^ otm opinio trith th^ ft^difiefc 
tif tMie who biis emt)ttfced diem on ^he fiSll«> 
eft cemvi^on, - , - ' ^ 

. ^* He h a * ich6!w, and bring a goo^ 
Imd ar^e o^e/ it fets 4iiin^^1^v^ aidEun^ 

. at the paltry •4i^>utatiodak tb be acquii^ by 
liKd^ ^U# tttibgltiflnxiehta of ilylbj ^oft 

4 difficult 



diiEcult and uncommon words, and that 
laboured mverfion o^ fentences, by which - 
fome injudkbus clergymen make thenf* 
fdves unacceptable to the higher, and un». 
intelligible to the lower, and of ^urlb, the ^ 
hrpx part of thar audience. Ife alwaiyi^ : 
bours in mind that the cdmmoft people are ^ 
sot fooUIh, they are only ignorant. To ^ 
joneet the one he preafdieft good fenfe, to fuk 
the other plain languages But -while he 
Jeldom Jhoots over the lieads of the uniiu 
fermed, he never ofiend^ the judicious^ 
He confiders the advice- of Pblonius to hil 
/on, to be as applicable to preachers 9$ (• 
travellers-^ ^^^^ ' 

Be thou familiar, but by i|o meana vqlgari "^.^^ , 

In his pulpit he is no wrangling pofe* 
fluc, but t genuine bible Chri^an^ de^fkj 
imprefled himfelf with the momeDtaw 
truths he fo eameftly prefies upon otbexs^ ^ 
ilia mind is ii» imbued, fo iatumed, if i 
nay bajp^d the eiqpreiBon^ with fcriptiiifl| 
InpwkdgS, that ftom that rich ftore-jbeufe^, 

lie ^ vifint^j to kwg foitb^ Ueafvm 



neiv and old^ and to apply th^m wifely^ 
tesnj^cnitdy, and feafon^Iyt 

>^ Though he earefuUy ihculcates univer* 
fal holinefs In all his difcourfe^ yet hit 
pmftical inftni£tions ajre conftantly de^ 
duced from thofe fundamental princiifles ; 
of Chriftiantty which are the root and life 
and fpirk of aR goodnels« N«xt to a fo&d 
picty^'and a deep acquaintance with the 
Bible, he confiders it of prime importance 
to a dergyoMui to be thoroughly acquairt^ 
ed with human nature in general and wid| 
the fiate of his.^orwn pariflv In pardcular^ 
The knowledge of both will alone pro*, 
ferve hign from preaching too peifonally . 
fo as to hurt^ or too generally fo as not toi 
|ottcb« 

^* He is careful not to hurry over the 
prayers in ib cold^ inattentive^ and careleft 
a aMnner, as to make the audience fuFpeft 
lie is fating himfelf^ that he tnay make a 
gmater 'iigane in delivering the fernunu 
fnftead ot' this, the devout, reverential^ 
and impreffive manner in wfakh he pro^ 
^^wn^cs the various parts of the liturgy, 

beft 



beft prepares his ojwi^ heprt^ an^ tbe beartf 
of bis people to feceivCi befiejfit froiKi bif 
difcourfc*;^,:tii^ petiticms pre d^Uyei^d with 
fuch fober fervour, ^is exb^rtatiofts ^kh 
fuch , buiHi^le^v 4ig2)ity^, |h% tbtmk%ll99gf 
:ivitb luch .b/(^Iy ^smiHiatiQi), ^ <^rfy the 
ibul of the bearer «rioKg. t/kh biQi« . Wbea 
he afcends the p<»lpJt, b^' never t^ro^w^ 
ihe liturgical fervice UitQ the . fc^ gjroul^ 
Jby a long elaborate- o^Apofit^o^ of b& 
pwn, delivered ^ith lupcrior force and 
emphafis. And he jpioiiQiuaices the Lord'lB 
prayer with a folemoity which , fcows 
.that be recolleds its ioiportance and it^ 
author^ 

, "In preaching he k careful to be di& 
tinftly heard, even by his remotefl: aiuKtox^ 
and by conftant attention to< this important 
article, he has brought his voke, wbic& 
was not ftrong, to be particidfirly asjl^lcv 
$ie afExe^ To much importance to ? M^ 
xiiiQ. delivery, that be imilisiglfitoldlMi^^ 
be fufpefted the ^ambiati&al definit^»|k«4F 
a fubftantiv^ ^ras originally meant for a 
xlergyman^^ : whofc ^eat objed it vras^ if 

poilible. 



poffible, to be Jeenrh\st indifpenfably^ to 
be heard^filt and underJis^dL 

« Hfe Whde performance is diftmguiflied 

by si grave bnd jjiajeftic.fimplicity,^ as far 

rf«moved from the carelefs reader- of a com- 

.Hiou ftory^ as from the declamatioa of an 

.aSor. ; His hearers kave the chtfrdi, aot 

fo. : much in. iraptcires ivitb the preacher, as 

affciaed with the truths He has delK-ercd* 

fHe feyfe he always findsi he has done moft 

*^ood ^hen he has been Jeaft praifedj and 

.that he feck..moft «kumbled when- he r«- 

;<:eivas the waTmeft corameadation, becaufe 

HWO generally extol moft the fermons 

which hate»pr<rf»ed tbem lead; whereis 

ihbfe; whicji-^'rea% do ^ood^ being often 

»fuch as nlake.tbem mbfl; oneafyi are con- 

!feii^luetttly'^thfi: ^aft likely to attrad pane- 

►gyric. ,/ TfJey pnlyiiear true tcftimony to 

,iKe :extel!bK:c of a difcburfe/ added he, 

f^hot whasinanmiend the 'compofitipn or 

;th« deliVek-yi butivho are Jed by. it to €x. 

iumilie their hSvn^aiearts^ to fearch out'^its 

^ca'riluptionft^oinA to :rrform " theit livas. 

. iReformation is the flattery I covet.* 

^^ He 
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^^ He is aware that the generSility of 
hearers like to retire from a fermon with 
the comfortable belief that little is to b^ 
done on their parts. Such hesuiers he al« 
ways diiappoints^ by leaving on their miiidi 
at the clofe, fome impreflive precept de« 
duced from, and growing out of^ the pre^t 
paratory dodrme. He does not prefs- wlf 
one truth to the exclufion of all others* 
He propofes no fubtleties, but labours ta 
excite ferioufnefsy to alarm thecarelefs, ft> 
quicken the fupine, to confirm the doubt* 
ing. He, preiTes eternal things as things 
near at hand; as thin^ in which every 
living • man has an equ^ intensfL'^ 

Mr. Stanley fays, that " though Du 
Barlow was confidered at Cambridge as a 
corred young man, who ^refuUy avoide4 
vice and even irregularity, yet being cheer* 
ful, and addi&ed to good fociety, he hatd a 
difpofition to innocent conviviality, wh^^ 
might, unfufpe&edly, have led him into 
thc^ errors he abhorred. He viras ftruds; 
with a paflage. in a letter from Dr. John^ 
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fon to a young man who had juft taken 
orderi, in which, among other wholefome 
counfel, he advifes him ^ to acquire the 
courage to refufe fometimes invitations to 
dhuier/ It i$ inconceivable what a degree 
ci force and indefperidence his mind ac* 
quired by the occafional adoption of this 
fkigle hint. He is not only,'' continued 
M n Stanley, ^^ the fpiritual diredbr, but 
the father, the counfellor, the arbitrator, 
and the friend of thofe whom Providence 
has placed under his inftrudion* 

<^ He is happy in an excellent wife, who, 
by bringing him a confiderable fortune has 
greatly enlarged his power of doing good« 
But fiill more eflentially has fhe increafed 
his happinefs, and raifed his chara&er, by 
har {Hety and prudence. By the large part 
fbe takes in his affairs, he is enabled to 
give himfelf wholly up to the duties of his 
profeffion. She is as attentive to the bo- 
dies, as her hufband is to the fouls of his 
people, and educates her own faipily as 

ffdolouily 9S he inflru^s hi$ pariih. 
* ^ ««Ond 
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** One day when I had been congratu* 
fating Dr. Barlow on the excellence of bis 
wife's charafter, the converfation fell, by a 
fudden tranfitioB, on the cclibaey of the 
Romifh clergy. He fmiled and faid, ^ Let 
US minifters of the Reformation be careful 
never to provoke the people to wiffi for the 
rcftoration of that part of popery. I often 
refled how pecuKarly incumbent it is on 
vSy to feled fuch partners as (hall never 
canfe our emancipation from the old re- 
ftridions to be regretted. And we our- 
felves ought, by improving the charafter 
of our v^ives, to repay the debt we owe to 
the eccefiaftical laws of procefhuitifm for 
the privilege of poffeffing them.*', 

^ Will it be thought too trifling to add, 
how carefuHy this valuable pair carry tbdr 
conMency into the moil minute details 
of tlidr family arrangements ? Their daugh- 
ters are no Icfs patterns ^of decorum and 
modefty in fheir drefs an<! appearance, than 
in the more important parts of their con- 
duS* The Doftor fays, *that the moft 

diftant 
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dtftant and inconifiderable appendages to 
the temple of God, fliould have fomething 
of purity ind decency. Befides/ added he,* 
* with what face could I cenfure improprie- 
ties from the pulpit, if the appearance of 
my own family in the pew below were to" 
fet my precepts at defiance, by giving an 
eseample of extravagance and vanity to the 
parifii, amd thus by making the preacher 
ridiculous, make his expoftulations worfe 
than ineflfedluaU*' 

'* So confcientious a reftor,'* added Mr#* 
Stanley, " could not fail to be particularly 
careful in the choice of a curate; auJ a' 
mo]:e humble, pious, diligent affiftaht than 
Mr. jackfon could not eafily be founds He 
is always a welcome gueil; at my table. But 
this valuable man, who was about as good a: 
j udge of the world as the great Hooker, 
made jufl: fuch another indifcr^et mar- 
riage. He was 'drawn in to cliufe his^ 
v^ife, the daughter of a poor tradefman in 
the neitt town, becaufe he concluded 'that 
a woihan • bred in humble and aftive life,' 
-' 3 would 
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trould neceilarlly be humble and adive 
berfelf. Her reafon for accepfing hint wa^ 
becaufe ihe thought that as every clergy^ 
inan was a gentleman^ (he of courfe, as 
hh VfiEe, fhould be a gentlewoman^ and fit 
company for any body. 
, ***He inftruAs my parilh admirably/ 
£ud Dr. Barlow, ^ but his own little £imily 
he cannot msmage. His wife is continually 
reproaching him^ that though he may know 
the way to heaven, he does not know how 
"t^ puQi his way in the world. His daughter 
is th^ f^ieft lady in the parifh^ and outdoes 
theoi all, not only in the extremity, but the- 
immodefty of the fafhion. k is her mother's 
g^reat ambition that ihe (hould excel the 
Mifs Stanleys and my daughters in mufic, 
while her good father^s linen betrays lad 
marks of negligence. I once ventured to 
tell Mrs. Jackfon,, that there was only one 
reafon ^ich could excufe the educatioQ 
i^e had given her daughter, which was 
diat I prefumed ihe intended to qualify her 
fpx getting her bread \ and that Tf Ihe would 

correfk 
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fcbrre£i the improprieties of the girl's drefs^ 
and get her Inftni£ted in lifefiil knowledge^ 
I would look out for a good (ituatibfii for 
her. This roufed her indignation. She 
xelFufed my offer with fcom> faying, that 
-whbn Ihe alked mjf charity; fhe woiild take 
my sldvice; ^nd defired I would renfembet 
that one clergyman's daughter was as gdod 
as another. I told her that there' was ih« 
deed a fenfe in xjl^h'ich one clergyman was 
as g^ood as another, becaufe'the profefSon 
dignified * the loweft of the order, if, like? 
her hulband, he was a credit to that wdei*; 
Tbt ftill there* Were gradations ill thechufch 
as well as in the ftate* But between thef 
^i*6es and daughters of the higher ancJ 
lowdr clergy, there was the fame (fiftindioR 
Which riches and poverty have efi^Uifhed 
bl^weeti tfaofe of the higher and bwex' 
orders of the laity i and thit rank and in^ 
dependence In ^6 one cafe, confer die 
fame outward fuperiority with raAk adit^ 
indep«ndmi;e in the other; 

r . ■ • • , 
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CHAP. XVI. 

» * 

.Aikfong the vifitors at .Stanley Grovi^ 
theffi waft a family of ladies^ wbo^ thqu^^t^ 
flat purtlcularly brilUaftt, were fiaguIsM^Iy 
engaging from their tnodefty, ^^ntle^e&ji 
9t^ good fefife. Oae day when they h;^4 
|uil left ua» Mr. Stanley obliged xn^ with, 
the followiiig little relation : Mrs. Stanley 
wd Lucilla only being pr^ent. . i . 

^ Lady.Aftoa has b^en a widow ^oft 
feten year8« Qa the deadi of Sir Oeorge^ 
&e retired into this, aetghbourbpod with her 
daughters^ the eldeft of whom is aboat the 
age of Lucilla. . She he^df had had a piou$ 
but a very narrow education* Her ^x,ce£^ 
five grief for the lofs of her hulbf^d aug* 
molted her natural lave of retiji9rneQt» 
which fha cultivated^ not to the |nupofe of 
Improvement, but to the iadulgpaoe of me- 
lancholy. Soon after flie fettled here^ we 

heard 



tCRLlsMffi 



*tt 



hestid havf much good fiie did» ati4 iQ ^^^ 
eacemplary a manner fhe lived, before w6 
faw her. She was not very eafy of accefs 
even to us; and after we had made our 
way to her, we were the only vifitors 
fhe admitted for a long time. We (boa 
learnt to admire her deadnefs to the world, 
and her unaffected humiUty. Our efteqaol 
for her increa£ed with our dofer inter* 
GouriSs, which however enabled us aj|fa fa 
obferve Ibme con£derable miftakes ift her 
judgment, efpecially in the mode ia which 
ihe was tradntog tip her daughters. Thefe 
errors wq ai^retted, and with aU poffiUei 
tendemefs ventured to point out to ber^ 
The girls were die prettieft demure little 
Buns yon ever faw, aatute and timid, cheer' 
Ms and ma£liv€, hxA Iwd, good, ^4id 
gentle. 

^ Theif pious mother^ who wb$ naturall]f 
diz fear&l and doubting mind, had hsA this 
penfive tttra increafed by feveral c^ly do^ 
meftic lofl^ iKdiich^ even previous to Smt 
Gewge*! death, had. oonti&uted to fix 
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fomething of a too tender and hbpekfe 
melancholy on her wbok charai£ler^«— 
There are two refuges for the ^iffllded ; two 
diametrically oppofite - ways of getting out 
<^ forrow — ^religion apd the world. . Lady 
Afton had wifely chofen the former* But 
her fcrupulous fpirit bad made the^narrosr; 
way narrower than religion required. . S&e 
read the Scriptures diligently, and ihe 
prayed over them devoutly ; but fhe l\ad no 
judicious friend to direft her in thefe impor- 
tant fludies. As your Mrs. Ranby attentded 
only to the dodrines^ and our friend Lady 
Belfield truiled indefinitely to the pcomifes^ 
fo poor Lady Afton's broken fpirit was too 
ezdufively carried to dwell on the threat* 
ehings; together with the rigid perfona- 
ance of thofe duties which ihe eameflly 
hoped might enable her to efcape them. 
This round of duty, of watchlulnds» and 
prayer, (he invariably peifermed widi. abnoft 
the landity of an apoftle, but with a little 
too much of the fcrupulofity of an.' afcetic. 
While too many are racing with unfound- 
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ed confidence in thofe ^mating jpaflages of 
fcripture, which the vrhole tenor df thdr 
lives demonftrates not to belong to theiri, 
ihe trembled at thofe denunciations which 
flie could not fairly apply to herfelf ; and 
the pi'omiles from which (he might have 
derived reafonable confolation, Ihe over- 
looked as defigned for others. 

** Her piety, th6ugh fincere, was a little 
tlnftured with fuperftition. If any petty 
ftri^efs was omitted, (he tormented her- 
felf with caufelefs remorfe. If any little rule 
was broken, (he repaired the failure with 
treble diligence the following day; and 
laboured to retrieve her perplexed accounts 
with the comfortlefs anxiety of a perfon 
who is working out a heavy debt. I ^n^ 
deavoured to convince her, that an inferior 
^uty which cla(hed with one of a higher 
order, ftiSght be fafely poftponed at leaft 
if not omitted. 

** A diary has been found ufeful to many 
pious Chriftians', as records of their fins 
ftnd of thdr mercies. But this poor lady 

P3 fpen^ 
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. {pent fe mueh time in weighing the offenceg 
of one day againft tliofe of another, that 
before the fcrople vas fettled, the time for 
adion was pad. She brought hei&lf into 
fo much perplea^ty by reading over this 
journal of her infirmities, that her diffi* 
irulties were augmented by the very means 
fhe had employed to removes tl^m ; and her 
confcience was difturbed by the method 
ihe had taken to quiet it. This plai^, honf* 
ever, though diftreffing to a troubled mnd^ 
1$ wholefome to one of a contrary csA. 

'* My family, as you have feen, are rather 
eicaft in the diftnbution of their timi^ 
but we do not diftrefs t)urfelves at interrup- 
tions which are unayoidsd>Ie : but ier ar« 
rangements were carried on with a rigour 

f which msTfle h^r confider the fmalleft devia- 
tion as a itn tha(: required feyere rq»entance» 
Her alms were expiations^ her fi^^denials 
penances. Sh^ was rather a difciple of the 
morti^ Baptift, than of the merciful Re- 
deemer. Her devotions were finoere but 
(lifcouraging« They cmS&c^ inuch in 

con* 
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comrition^ but little in praiie; imic^i & 
foitow for (in, but Uttle in hope df its pattlon. 
She did Hot fufficiently taft her eare and 
confidence on the great propitiation. She 
firmly believed all that her Savidur had don^ 
itnd fufiered^ but (he had not the cotnfort 
of pra£ti(£ally appropriating the facri£k:e. 
While (he was painfully working out her 
iaivation with fear and trembling, (he iii* 
dulged the moft unfounded appr^nlions 
of the divide dlfpleafure* At Afton Hall thfe 
Almighty was literally feared, bnt he was 
not glorified* It was the Obedience of a ilartf , 
fiot th^ reverential afFe£Hon of a ctnld, 

^* When I faw Rer dejiying herfelf and 
her daughters the moft innocent enjoyments, 
and fufpe£ting fm in the moft lawful indul- 
gences, I took the liberty to tell her how 
little acceptable uncommanded aufterities 
and atbitf'ary impo(ition8 were to the God 
of mercies. 1 obferved to her d>at the 
world, that hiiman life, that otn* own (ins 
and weaknefleSji found us daily and hourly 
occafions of eMelKniing patience jwd felf- 
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; thc|t life; is not entirely mad^ up 
great evils or heavy trials, but that the per- 
petual recurrence of peuy evils and fiinaU 
trials is the ordinary and appointed exer* 
cife of the cbriftian graces* Tp bear with 
the £ulings of thofe ^bout us, with their 
infirmi^es, their bad judgment; their iU- 
breeding, their perverfe tempers ; tp endu^ 
negled where we feel yre hatye deferve^ 
attention, and ingratitude where we esa^ 
peded thanks ; to bear with the company of, 
difagreeable people, whom Providence has 
placed in piir way, and whoni he has peir 
haps provided on purppfe for the trial pf 
our virtue : thefe are %b^ beft e:i:ercire; * and 
the better becapfe not chpfen by ourfelves. 
To bear with vexations in bufinefs, with di(f 
appointments in our expectations, with in* 
temiptions of our retirement, wit^ fpUy* 
intrulion, difturbance, in ihort^ with what- 
ever oppofes our will, and contradids our 
humour ;--this habitual acquiefc^ce appears 
tp be more of the eflence of felf*denial 
thvi any little rigours or faifli^tions of our 

^PW» 
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(Qvm impofing. Thefe conftant, inevitable^ 
put inferior evils, pfoperly improved, funufli 
a good moral difcipline, and might well in 
the days of ignorance have fuperfeded pit 
grimage and penance. It has' this advantage: 
too over the other, that it fweetens the temp 
per and promotes humility, while fhefonner 
gives rigidnefs inftead of ftrength, and iar 
ilexibiBty inftead of firmnefs,'^ 

"I have often thought," f^ad I, when 
Mr* Stanley made a paufe, f* that we are 
apt to miftake our vocadon by looking out 
of rile way for occafions to ex^rcife great 
and rare virtue?, and by ftepping over thofe 
ordinary ones which U& diredly in the road 
l^efore us. When we read, we fancy vjtq 
could be martyrs, ^nd when we come to 
a£k, we (:annot even bear a proyokbg 
word.*' 

Mifs Stanley looked pleafed at my remark, 
and in a modeft toneiobferved, that !* in no 
one inftance did we deceive ourfelves 
more than in fancying we could do great 
|hiqgs well, which #e were never likely to 
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be called to do at all ; while, if wfc were 
lioneil, we could not avoid owning how 
negligently we performed our own little 
appointed duties, and how feduloufly we 
avoided the petty inconvenienciea wfakh 
tbefe duties involved." 

♦« By kindncfs/* refumed Mr. Stanley, 
*^ we gradually gained Lady Aft6n*s con- 
£dence, and of that confidence we hav«; 
availed ourfelves, to give fomething of a 
new face to the family. Her daughters, 
good as they were dotiful, by living in a 
folitude unenlivened by books, and unva- 
ried by improving company, had acquired a 
manner rather refembling fearfulnefs than 
delicacy. Religions they ,were, but they 
had contraSed gloomy views of reUgbn, 
They confidered it as fomething that muft 
be endured in order to avoid punifhment, 
rs^ther than as a principle of peace, and 
trufl, and comfort : as a taik to be gone 
through rather than as a privilege to be 
CTijoyed. They were tempted to confider 
the Almighty as a hard mafter whom how- 

3 . ever 
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ever they were refolved to krve^ rather than 
as a gracious father, who was not onlf 
lovmg, but LOVE i^ the ab(lra£t. Thar 
mother was afraid to encourage a cheerful 
look, left it might lead to levity; or a 
fprightly thought, for f^r it might have a 
wrong tendency^ She forgot, or rather 
Hie did not know, that young \^omen were 
not formed for contemplative life^ 3h? for- 
got that in all our plans and operations we 
ihould ftiil bear in mind that there are two 
worlds. As it is the fault of too many to 
•leave the nesft out of their calculation, it 
was the error of Lady Ailon, in forming the 
minds of her children, to leave out ibh. 
She juftly conddered heaven as their great 
^m and end ; but negle6:ed to qualify them 
for the prefent temporal life, on the due 
ufe and employment of \vhich fo obvioufly , 
depends the happinefs of that which is 
eternal. ■ 

*'- Her charities were very cxtenfive, but 
of thefe charities her fweet daughters were 
nQt madethe adive^ifpenfers, becaule an old 

fer^ 
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fervant, who governed not only the familfi 
but her lady alfo, chofe that office herfetf. 
Thus the bounty being made to flow ia 
partial channels, the woman's relations and 
favourites almoft entirely engroffing it, it 
did little comparative good. 

** With fair underltandings the- Mife 
Aftons had acquired very little knowledge^: 
their mother's fcrupulous mfaid found fome* 
thing dangerous in every author, who did 
not profeiTedly write on religious fubjeds. 
If there were one exceptionable page in a 
book, otherwife valuable, inftead of Cuppref- 
iing the pag^, fhe fupprefled the book. And 
indeed^ my dear Charles, grieved am I to 
think how few authors of the more enter- 
taining kipd we can coniider as perfeflly 
pure, and put without caution, reftriflion, 
or. mutilation, into the hands of our 
daughters, \ am, however, of opinion, that 
as they will not always have thigir parents 
for tafters, and as they will every where, 
even in the mqft felefl: libraries, meet with 
thefe mixed works, in which, though there 
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IS much to admire, yet there is fomething to 
expunge, it is the fafeft wayto accuftoni them 
early to hear read the moft unexceptionable 
parts of thefe books. Read them yourfelf 
to them without any air of myftery j tell 
them that what you omit is not worth read- 
ings and then the omffions will not excite 
but ftifle curlofity. The books to which I' 
allude are thofe where the principle is found 
and the tendency blamelefs, and where the 
few faults coniiit rather in coatfenefs than 
in corruption. 

^^ But to return ; fhe fancied that thefe 
inexperienced creatures, who had never 
tried the world, and whofe young imagina-f 
tions had perhaps painted it in all the briU 
liant colours with which erring fancy ^ld$ 
the fcenes it has never beheld, and the ptea> 
lures it has never tried, could renounce it 
as completely as herfelf, who had exhaufted 
\vhat it *has to give, and was weary of if» 
She thought they could live contentedly in 
their clofets, without, confidering that ihe 
iiad ne^efted to furniQ) their minds with 

that 
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that knowledge which may make the clofet 
9 place of enjoyment, by fupplying the 
intervals of devotional with entertaining 
leading* ^ 

«* We carried Lucilla and Phoebe to vifit 
them : I believe ihe was a little afraid of 
thdr gay countenances. I lacked to her of 
the neceflity of literature to inform her 
daughters, and of pleafures to enliven t^em. 
The term pleafure alarmed her ilill more 
than that of literature. ' What pleafures 
were allowed to religious people I She would 
make her daughters as happy as ihe dared 
without offending her Maker/ I quoted 
the devout but liberal Hooker, who exhorts 
us not to regard the Almighty as a captious 
fophift^ but as a merciful Father. 

** During this converfation we were fitting 
under the fine fpreading oak on my lawn, 
ia front of that rich bank of flowers which 
you fo much admire. It was a lovely even* 
ing in' the end of June, the fetting fun was 
all mild radiance, the fky all azure, the air 
jail fragrance. The birds were in full fong. 

The 
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The children fitting on the gra& l^efpre n$^ 
were weaving chaplet^ of wil4 flowers* 

It looked like nature in the world's firft fpring. 

** My heart was touched with joy and 
gratitude. * Look, madam,' faid I, * at the 
bountiful provifion which a beneficent father 
makes, not only for the neceflities, but for 
the pleafures- of his children; 
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With every food of life to nourifh man, 
He makes all nature beauty to his eye. 
And mufic to his ear. 

, ^^ ^ Thefe flowers arc of fo little apparent 
nfe, that it might be thought profu(ene& 
iaany economy fliort of that vrhiqh is divine 
to gratify us at once with fuch forms^^ and 
iiich hues, axu} fuch fragrance^ It is a gra* 
tiiication not neceflary, yet e:icqui(ite, which 
lies fomewhere betweea the pleafares of 
fenfe and intelleOi, and in a meafiire partake^ 
of both. It elevates whik it exhilarates, 
ind lifts the foul from the gift to the 
gWer« God Im not left his goodnefs to be 

inferred 



inferred i^rom abftra£t fpeculation, from tfii 
conclufioQS of reafon, from dedudion and 
argument ; we not only collefl: it from 
obfervation, but we have palpable evidences 
of his bounty, we feel it with our fenfes. 
Were God a hard mafler, might he not 
withhold thefe fuperfluities of goodnefs f Do 
you think he makes fuch rich provifion for 
u$» that we Ihould fhut our eyes and clofe 
our ears to them ? Does he prefent fuch' 
^fts with one hand, and hold in the other a 
fiern interdid of touch not, tade not, handle 
not I And can you believe he is lefs muni- 
ficent in the economy of grace, than in 
that of nature ? Do you imagine that he 
provides fuch abundant fupplies for our 
appetites and fenfes here without providing 
more fubftantial pleafures for our future en- 
joyment ?_Is not what we are a prelude to 
what we hope, for, a pledge of what we 
may expefl: ? A fpecimen of larger, higher, 
richer boutity, an encouraging duller from 
the land of promife ? If from bis works we 
turn to his word^ we ihall find the fame in- 

exhauftible 
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e^thauftible goodnefs ^^tercifed to 1131 
liobler purpofes. Muft we not hope 
then, even by analogy, that he has ixi 
ftore bleflings exalted id their natioie^ 
and eternal in their duration, for all ffaofe 
tvho love and ferve him in the gofpel of 
his fon r 

We now got on fall. She was delighted 
ttrith my wife, and grew left and Jefs afnud 
of my girls. I believe^ however, that we 
Jbould have made a qmckef pfi^grefs ia 
gaining her confidence if we had looked left 
happy. I fuggefted to her to endeavour to 
i^aife the tone of her daughters' piety^ to 
make their habits leis incmaftic, their tem* 
pers more cheerful, their virtues more ao 
tive ; to render their lives more ufeful, by 
making them the immediate inftrumehts of 
her charity ; to take them cut of themfelves, 
and teach them to compare their fa&itious 
dUlreifes with real fubftantial mifery, and 
to make them feel grateftil for the powetf 
and the privilege of relieving it 

As Dn Barlow has two panifhe» which 
VOL. I. q^ join. 



join, and we had pre-pccupied the gfouritf 
in our own, I advifed them to found i 
fchool in the next, for the inftruftion of 
the young, and a friendly fociety for the 
ag^ of their own fex. We prevailed on 
them tp be themfelves not the nominal but 
the aftive patroneffes ; to take the meafurej 
l)f all the wants and all the merit of their 
inmiediate neighbourhood ; to do every 
ilnng under the advice and fuperintend- 
fthce of Dr. Barlow, and to make him their 
guide, philofopher, and friend/* By adopt* 
ing this plan, they now fee the poverty of 
which they only ufed to hear, and know 

r 

peffonally the dependants whom they pro- 
left. 

" Dr. l^low took infinite pains to cor- 
real Lady Afton's views of religion. * Let 
your notions of God,*^ faid he, ^be founded, 
not on your own gloo^my apprehenfions, 
and vifionary imaginations, but on what 
is revealed in his word^ elfe the very 
lUtenfenefs of your feelings, the very 
fittQepty of your devotion, may betray you 

into 
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Ifito^ enthufiafm, into error^ into fuperfti* 
tion^ inta defpair. Spiritual notions which 
are not grounded on fcriptural truth, and 
direded and guarded by a clofe adherence 
to it. miflead tender hearts and warm ima- 
ginations. But while you reft on the 
fure unperverted foundation of the word of 
* God, and pray for his fpirit to afiifl: yoi^ 
in the ufe of his word, you will have little 
caufe to dread that you fhali ii&x him 490 
much, or ferve him too well. . I eameftly 
exhort you,' continued he, *not to take the 
meafure of your fpiritual ftate from circum- 
itances which have nothing to do with it« 
Be not difmayed at an incidental depref- 
fion which may depend on the ftate of your 
health, or your fpirits, or your affairs* 
Xook not for fenfible communications. ^ I)o 
not confider rapturous feelings as any cri- 
terion of the favour of your Maker, nor 
the abfence of them as any indication of his 
difpleafure. An encreafing defire to know 
him more, and ferve him better ; an en- 
creafmg defire to do, and to fufier his whole 
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will } a growing refignation to Ws f)roirM 
dential difpenfations is a much furer, « 
much more unequivocal teft/' 

*« I next/* cotitinued Mr. Stanley, " car- 
ried our worthy curate Mn Jackfon to vifiC 
fier, and propofed that flie (hould engage 
him to fpend a few hours every week with 
the young ladies. ' I recommended that after 
he had read with them' a portion of fcrip- 
ture, of which he Would give them a foufnd 
and plain expofition, he fhould convince 
them he had not the woril tafte for being 
religious, by reading with them fome books 
of general inftrudion, hiftory, travels, and 
poKt^ literature. This would imbue their 
minds with ufefui. knowledge, form their 
tafte, arid ffll up profitably and pleafantly 
that time which now lay heavy on their 
hands ; and, without intrenching on any 
of their duties, would qualify thiem to dif- 
charge them more cheerfully. 

" I niext fuggefted that they fiiould 
ftudy gaardening ; and that they (hould put 
themfdve^ under^ the tuitiont of liudlta, 

who 
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Vfho k become the little Repton of the val- 
Jey. To add to'the intereft, I ijequefted 
that A freih piece of ground might be given 
them, that they might not only exercife 
itheir tafl;^ but be animated with feeing the 
iCoiii{>leat je&d of their own ocerUons; as 
^ ^reatKHi of their own would be likely to 
^ord them more amufemen^, than im* 
provuig on the labours of a^nother. 

^ ^ I had foon the |^f ati&cation of ^being my 
littjb Carmelites^ who ufed when they walk* 
/ed in the gatden to look as if they came 
to dig a daily portion pf fh^ir own graves, 
^w enjoying it^ embellifliing it, aiul de« 
lighted by watching its progrefs } and their 
exx^llent mother, who, like Spencer's De*- 
fpair, ufed to look ^ as if i(he never dined,' 
now enjoying the company of her feled 
friends. The modier is become almoft 
cheerful, and the daughters almofl; gay* 
Their dormant facplties are awakened. 
Time is no longer a burden but a bleiEng ; 
the day is top ihort for their duties^ which 
are performed, with alacrity fince they have 

<L3 bcea 
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been converted into pleafures.-— You will 
believe I did not hazard all thofe terrible 
innovations as rapidly as I recovmt them^ 
but gradually, as they were able to bear iu 
« ^* This happy change in themfelves has 
had the happiefl: confequences. Their 
friends had conceived the ftrongeft preju» 
dices againfl religion, from the gloomy 
garb in which they had feen it arrayed i^t 
Alton Hall. The uncle, who was alfo the 
guardian, had threatened to remove the girls 
before they were quite moped to death j the 
young baronet was actually forbidden to 
come home at the holidays ; but now the 
uncle is quite reconciled to tbeniy and almoit 
to religion* He has refumed his fondnels 
for the daughters ; and their brother, a fine 
youth at Cambridge, is happy in fpending 
his vacations with his family, to whom he 
is become tenderly attached. He has had 
his own principles and chara&er much 
raifed by the converfation and example of 
Dr. Barlow, who contrives to be at Aflon 
llall ^ pych fis poffible when Sir Gecurge 
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is there. He is daily expeded to make 
Ills mother a vilit, when I fhall recom- 
mend him to your particular notice and 
acquaintance/' ^ 

lAicilla blufhmg, faid^ (he thought her 
fath^er had too explufively recommended 
the brother to my friendfhip ; flie would 
venture to fay the fift^rs^ were equally 
^orthy of my regard^ adding in an afifec^ 
tionate tone, "they are eyery thing that is 
lamiable and kind^ The xnQre you know 
them. Sir, the more you ynW admire th^m ; 
fgr their good qualities are^ kept back, hy 
the beft quality of all, their modefty/* 
This candid and liberal praffe did not fink 
jhe f^r eulogift herfelf in,piy efteem* » 
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CHAP, XVIL 

I HAD now been aboye three weeks at thq 
Gfove. Ever fiiice fiiy amval I bad con^ 
trafi«d ditt habit of pouring out my heart 
to i4r« and Mrs. ^tanley, Vfiih gratefu^ 
i^feftionaiid filialeonfidence. I (till collar 
imaed to do it on al! fubjeAs except one. 

The mprf I faie of Ludlla, the more 
iWbadt i fevtad i% f o jrefift her aomberiefs 
^finA^Ms. I could not peiiuade myfelf 
ihaf, ^^Mier prudenoe or duty demanded that 
i flKMid giiard fliy %eiat a^^tnft fudi a 
frombiMtiofi cf amiable inrtties and gentle 
graces; virtues and graces, which, as I 
obferved befor^, my mind had leag been 
coqibining as a delightful idea, and which I 
now faw realized in a form' more engaging, 
ths^n even my own imagination had allowed 
itfelf to pidure. 

I did not feel courage fufficient to riik 
the hapoinefs I adually enjoyed, by afpiripg 

too 



top faddenly to a . happinefs more perfeft. 
I dared not yet avow to the parents, or 
the daughter, feelings which, my fears told 
me, might poffibly be difcouraged, and 
ixrhich, if difcoiiraged, would at once dafh 
to the ground a /abric of felicity that my 
beart, not my fancy had ered:ed, and whicH 
my tafte^ my judgment^ and piy princi- 
pies equally approved, and delighted to 
contemplate. 

The gTesLt critic of antiquity, in his Trea* 
tlfe on the Drama, obferves that the intro* 
duQion of a new perfon is of the next im«- 
portancc to a new incident. Whether the 
introdufElion of two interlocutors is equal 
in importance to two incidents, Ariftotle 
has forgotten to eftablifh. This dramatic 
rule was illuArated by the arrival of Sir 
John and Lady Belfield, who, though not 
hew to the reader or the writer, were new 
at Stanley Grove. 

The early friendfliip of the two gentle- 
pen had fuffered little diminution from 
abfence, though their intercourfe had been 

much 
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piuch iaterrqpted ; Sir Johii> who ^z$ a 
few years younger than his friend, fined 
Jiis marriage, having lived, as entirely '^ ia 
fo\yn, as Mr. Stanley had done in the 
country. Mrs. Stanley had indeed feeii 
Lady i^elfield a few tiibes in Caveiidilh 
Square, but her Ladyfhip had never before 
been introduced to the other inhabitants 
of the Grove. 

The guefts were received with cordial 
affeftion, and eafily fell into the family 
habits, which they did not- wifli to inter- 
, rupt, but from the obfervation jof which 
they hopjgd to improve rfieir own. They 
were charmed with the interefting variety 
of charaQjers in the lovely young family, 
who in return were delighted with the po- 
ll tenefs, kindnefs and cheerfulnefs of their 
father's guefts. 

Shall I avow my own meannefs? Cor- 

^ dially as I loved the Belfields, I am afraid 

■ I faw them arrive with a flight tinfture 

of jealoufy. They would, 1 thought, by 

jenl^rging the family circle, throw me at 

a far-. 



(t &rtber diftance from the belfig whom 
I 'wiflied to cqnteinplate ne^rly« They 
would, by dividing her attention^ diminifli 
my proportion, I had . been hitherto the 
fole gueft, I was now 10 be one of feveraU 
This was the firft difcovery I - mad^ that 
love is a narrower of the heart. I tried 
to fubdue the ungenerqus feeling, and to 
meet my valuable friends with a warmth 
adequate to that which they fo kindly 
manifefted. I found that a wrong feeling 
at which one has virtue enough left to 
bluib^ is feldom ladings and fhame fooa 
expelled it. 

The firft day was pafled in mutual en- 
quiries and mutual communications. Lady 
Belfield told me that the amiable Fanny^ 
after having wept over the grave of her mo<« 
ther, was removed to the houfe of the be« 
ncvolent clergyman, who had kindly pro* 
mifed her an afylum, till Lady Belfield^B 
return to town, when it was intended that 
ihe fliould be received into her family; 
that worthy man and his wife, having taken 
pa themfelye; a full refponfibility for her 

fhara^ey 
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character atid difpplition; ajid generonfy 
promifed th^t they would exert themfdve$ 
to. advance her prpgrefs in knowledge dvh* 
ring the interval. Lady Belfield addjpd^ 
^at every enquiry refpcfting Fanny, whom 
Vfe mud now call Mifs Stokes, had .beeii 
attended with the mofl; fatisf^i^tory refult^ 
her principles being ^s anqueft^>nable as 
her talents. 

After dinner, I obferyed that wbeneyer 
the door opened. Lady Belfield's eye was 
Sihvays turned towards it, in expaftation of 
feeing the children. Her afie&ionate heart 
felt difappointed on^ finding that they did 
pot appear, and flie could not forbear whif- 
pering me, who fat next her, ** that ihe 
was afraid thie piety of our good friends 
was a little tinftured with feverity. For 
her part, fhe faw no reafon why religion 
fhould diminifli one's aflFeQion for one's 
children, and rob them of their innocent 
plcafures." I affured her gravely I thought 
fo too : but forebore telling her how totally 
inappofite her application was to Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley. 'She feemed glad to find me 
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ty( her opinion, and gave up all hope of 

feeing the " little melancholy rJclufes/^ a3^ 

flic called them, ^^unlefs," (he faid laughing, 

** fhe might be permitted to look at them 

through, the gratd of their cells.'* I fmiled, 

but did not undeceive her, and afFeded td 

join in her corhpatecm. When we went to 

attend the ladies in the dramng room, I 

tvas delighted to find Lady Belfield fitting 

on a low ftool, the whojel gay groupe at 

play round hen A blufh mixed itfelf with 

her good-natured fmile, as we interchanged 

a fignificant- look. She was queftloning 

dne of the elder olies,'^^hile the youhgeft 

fat on her lap finging* Sir John entered 

with that kindnefs and good humour fo na« 

tural to him, into the fports of the others, 

who, though wild with health and 4>iritS| 

were always gentle and docile. He had a 

thoufand pleafant things to entertain them 

witht He too, it feems^ had not beea 

Vrithout his mifgivings. 

" Are not thefe popr miferaWe reclufes P*^ 
. whifpcred I malicioufly to her ladyfhip, 
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^ and are not thefe rueful looks proof pd* 
fitive that religion diminifhes our afiedion 
for our children ? arid is it not abridging 
-iheir innocent pleafures, to give them their 
foil range ifi a frelh airy apartment inftead 
©f cramming them into an eating room, of 
vrhicti the air is made almofl feetid by the 
fumes of the dinner and a crowded table i 
and i^ it not better that they fliould fpoil 
the pleafure of the company, though the 
jnifchief they do is bought by the facrifice 
of their own liberty V* ^ I make my amende ^^ 
faid Ihe. " 1 never will be fo forward 
again to fufpeft piety of ill-nature.'* *' So 
far from it, Caroline," faid Sir John, *' that 
TRre w4ll adopt the praftice we were fo for- 
ward to blame ; and I iliall not do it," faid* 
be, ** more from regard to the company^ 
than to the children, who I am fure will be 
gainers in point of enjoyment; liberty I 
perceive is to them pofitive pleafure, and 
paramount to any which our falfe epicu* 
reifin can contrive for them." 

•^Wdl, Charks>" faid Sir John^ asfooa 
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;^s he faw me alone, "now tell us about 
this LuciUa, this paragon, this nonpareil 
©f Dr. Barlow's. Tell me what Ihe Is ? 
or rather what fhe is not ?" 
, "Firft,** replied I, '^ I will, as you de^ 
fire, define her by negatives — fhe is rwS 
^ - profeffed beauty, Ihe is not a profeffed 
genius, fhe is, nvt a profeffed philofopher, 
ihe is not a profeffed^ wi^, fhe is not a pro- 
feffed any thing; and I thank my ftars, (he 
^\not zn artiftP' "Bravo, Charles^ now 
as to what fhe is !'* " She is,** replied I, 
*' from nature-— a woman, gentle, feelings 
animated, modefl.-*-She is, by^ education 
degant, informed, enlightened.— -She is^ 
from religion, pious, humble, candid, cha* 
citable." 

" What a refrefhment it will be," faid 
Sir John, " to fee a girl of fine fenfe, more 
{:ultivated than accomplifhed, — the crea- 
tune, not of fidlers and -dancing matters, bitt 
of nature, of books, and of good company. 
If there is the: fame mixtufe of fpirit and 
4elicacy in her . chara^r, that there is of 
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ibftnels and animation in her countenance^ 
Ibe is a dangerous girl, Charles/' 

** She certainly does," . faid I, " pofle& 
the effentlal charm of beauty where it ex- 
ids ; and the moft eSe£luaI fubltitute for 
it, where it does not ; the power of pre- 
pdflei&ng the beholder by her look and 
manner, in favour of her underftandinig 
and temper." 

This prepofleilion, I afterwards found 
confirmed, not only by her own ihare in 
the converlation, but by its effeft on my-k 
felf ; I always feel that our intercourfe un- 
folds not only her powers but my own. Irt 
converHng with fuch a woman, I am zpt 
to fancy that I have more und^ftanding^ 
becaufe her animating prefence brbgs k 
more into elxercife. 

After breakfaft, next day, the o^verfa^ 
tion happened to turn on the indifpenfibte 
importance of unbounded confidence to thcf 
happinefs of married perfons. Mr. Stanley 
exprelTed his regret, that though it was 
one of the grand ingredients of domefti«t 

4 comfort^ 
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i^iamfort^ yet it ^a$ . fonictiine^ u^avoidabl]^ 

•J>reVented by aa Unhappy inequality o£ 

ftuiid between the paruea^ by violence, or 

imprudonce^ or imbfcilicy on one fide> 

^bich aUndft CQittpdled the othier to a 4e^ 

gree of referv):, d$. incompatible with th^ 

defigti of the unlgn^ a$ With the franknefs 

of th6 individUaJI. 

*^ We have had an Inftan^e among our 

ttwn frieads,^^ repliM Sir John, '^ of this 

evil beihg pri^duced^ not by any df thie faul'ts 

to which you have adverted^ but by stn excei$ 

c)f mifapplied fenlibUity, in' two pqrfons of 

near equaji^y a$ to merit, and in both oJT 

ijkrhom the utmoit puHty of mind and e& 

^((biefs of (iondu£i; rendered all concealoient 

luperduous. Our il^Qrthy friends Mr. ancl 

Mr$« Hamilton ftiarded from motives of 

affedion, and with aA high opinion Qf eaqh 

^Hber'a merit, which their long and intimatd 

OQnne£Hon h^ia rathet* contributed to exalt 

than to lower } and yet, now at the eud of 

feven years, they are only beginning to bk 

hvppj* They cpxitriyed tp make each 

' ^'Ot* h A . othelf 



24^ C(£lEB8# 

Other and themfelves as uncomfortable by 
an exceb of tendemefs, as fdtne married 
pairs are rendered by the want of it. A 
miftaken fenfibility has intrenched, not 
only on their comfort, but on their (ince* 
rity. Their refolution never to give each 
other pain,^ has led them to. live in a con- 
ftant ftate of petty concealment. They 
are neither of them remarkably healthy, 
and to hide from each other every little 
indifpofition, has kept up a continual \u 
gilance to conceal illnefs on the one part, 
and to deted it on the other, till it became 
a trial of fkill which could make the other 
mofl: unhappy ; each fuffering much more 
by fufpicion when there was no occa* 
fion for it, than they could have done by 
the acknowledgment of flight complaints, 
when they adually exlfted. 

^^ This valuable pair, after feven years ap- 
prenticeihip to a petty martyrdom, have at 
Ijtft found out, thit it is better to fubmit 
to the inevitable ills of life, cheerfuify and 
in concert, and tp comfort each other under 
diera cordially, than alternately to fuffer 

and 



dftiS infiifl: the pairi of pepet^al difingenu**" 
oufnefs. They have at laft difcovered that 
uninterrupted profperity is not the lot of 
man. Each is happier now with knowing 
that the other is fometlmes fick^ than th.ey 
ufed to be with fufpefting they were always 
fo. The phyfician is now no longer fecrct* 
ly fent for to one, when the other is knpwn 
to be from home* The Apothecary is at 
hft allowed to walk boldly up the public 
ftair-cafe fearlefs of detedioii. 

*« Thefe amiable perfotis haVe at Iieftgth 
attained all that was wanting to their feli- 
city, that of each believing the blher to be 
well, when x\itjfay they ate fo. They have 
found out that unrefeii'ved comitiunication is 
the lawful cbmmetce of conjugal affiedlion^ 
and that all concealment is contrabandv" 

^* Surely>" faid I, when Sir John had 
done fpeaking, ^^ it is a falfe complitn^t to 
the objedte of our affeSionj if, for the fake 
of fparmg them a tranfient uneafinefs^ we 
rob them of the comfort to which they are 
tndcled of mitigating ourfuffenng by par« 
. ; ^ a taking 
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UkiDg ic All diifimulation is difloyaltf 
^ love* BefideSj it appears to tne, to be 
an mtrododioa to wider evils, and I (hould 
fear both for tbe woman I loved, and for 
myfelf, that if once we allowed ourfelye» 
concealment in one point, where we thought 
tbe motive cxcufed us, we might leam to 
adof^ it in others^ where the principle was 
more evidently wrong/* 

" Befides,*' replied Mr, Stanley^ *^ it'aif. 
goes a lamentable ignorance of human life, 
f& fee out with an expe&ation of health 
wiihout interruption, and of happinefs 
urithottt alloy* When young perfoQs 
marry with |he faireft profpe&s, they 
jbotttd nev^r forget that infirmity is infe-* 
pairi^Iy bound up with their very nature, 
and that in bearing one another's burthens, 
tiiey fulfil one of the higheft duties of the 



union^" 
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ArrzK fupper^ when only the hm^f 
party were prefent^ the converfation turned 
tm the unhappy effe£l^ of mifgiuded paJ^ 
iion. Mrs. Stanley lamented that novdi 
^th a very few admirable exceptions, ImA 
^one infinite mifchief by fe compkidy 
eftablifhiiig the omnipotence of love, dM 
the young reader was almoft fyftemati« 
cally taught an unrefifting fubmiffion to 9l 
feeHng, becaufe the feelmg was commoEdy 
reprefented as irrefiftible. ^ 

^ Toung ladies/^ faid Sir John^ fmiUnf » 
^^ in thdr bUnd fubmiffion to tins imagi« 
nary omnipotence, are apt to be seo^- 
riaiis. When they fall ih love, as it is f> 
Juftly called, they then obey their ^fioe^; 
but in their ftout oppofition to prudence 
and duty, they moft manfully exert their 
frff wlfj fo that thqf want aothing but 
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t^c knowledge abfolute, of the mifcrics 
attendant on an indifcreet attachment, 
completely to exemplify the occupation 
affigned by Mikon to a clafs of beings to 
whom it would not be pliant to refcj^blc 
yo\ing I^dks/^ 

Mrs. Stanley continued to aflerl, tba^C 
Ill-placed aSe^on only became invincible^ 
becaufe its fuppofed invincibility had \^^ 
firft ere£ted' into a principle. She tl\en ad* 
verted to the power of religion in fubduing 
the pailions, that of love, among the reft. 

I ventured to afk Lucilla., who. was fi(- 
tJng next me, (a happinefs which by fom^ 
xneans or o^her I generally contrived tp 
enjoy,) what were her fentiments on t^s'^ 
point? With^ a little confufion, -^e iaid, 
^To Conquer an ill-placeci , attj^chmept^ I 
conceive may be effeded by motives in- 
ferior to religion. Reafop, the humbling 
qonvidion of haying X9ade an unworthy 
choice^ fqr I wiU not refor^ to fo bad a mo- 
tive a$ pride, m^y eafily accomplifli it. 
But to conquer a well-founded affe£tion» a 

inftifiahle attachment; I fliould imagine^ 

'^ -. i-. I- * . ■ . ^ . 

requires 



/equircs.jhe powerful principle of Cjirif- 
tian piety ; and what cannot that efFed ?* 
$he. flopped ai^d blufhed^ as if fearing (he 
bad faid too much, « 

Lady Belfield obferved, that fl)e be- 
lieved a virtuous attachment might poili- 
.bly be fubdued by the principle Mif^ Stan* 
ley had mentioned ; yet ihe doubted if it 
.were in the power of religion itfelif to en^* 
ble the heart to conquer averfion^ much 
lefs to eftabliih affeflion for an objed: for 
yhom diilike had been entertained. 

" I believe," faid Mr, Stanley, *f the 
example is rare, and the exertion difficult ; 
but that which is difficult to us,* is not iih« 
poffible tp Him wl^o has the hearts of all 
men in *hi§< hand. And I ^m happy to 
refolve Lady Belfield's doubt by a c^fe ia 
point. 

** You cannot. Sir Jphn, have forgotten 
our old London apquainta^ce CarltoQ ?'* 
** No,** replied he, ** nor qian I ever forget , 
what I have fince heard of his ungenerous 
tf^atment of that niofl: amUble womait, hjs 
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ISift. ! fuppofe he has long i^go Voke^ 
h'ctheart.'^ 

" You kndtir,'^ fefum0d Mr. Stanley^ 
?^ they married not only without any incU- 
ii^tiol! tfn either fide^ but tn her part with 
':(bmething more than indiffi^tetiee, with t| . 
"preference for another pferfon. Si]B mar-? 
'ried through an implierit obedience tq htK- 
^tibih^r's willy which fiie had never in any 
Inftance .oppofed ; Se^ becs^ufe his htht^ • 
liad threatened to diiinherit him if, be mar- 
ried any other tfoman ; fofr as they were diT^ 
'i^ant relations, there was np othq* way of 
fectiring rt|e eftate in the family. 

**• What a motive ffiRp an union fo factei 
^d fo i^dlffoluhle r exclaimed % wh a^ 
^dbur tvhith raifed a fmile iii th^ whole 
)«ifty. I alked pardo^ for triy itivolantari 
interruption, and Mr, Stanley proceetied. 

*« She had ipng entertained a partiality 
fbr a iMoft deferying yotmg clergyman, 
iStaidti heir infbffor hi rank le^nd fortune. But 
'0)dQgh her high (^n^ of ^ialdatyled her 

% idxit^c^ 'thfe tenocent lntlMon, and 
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dibugfc 4he nefofved never to fee him agani^ 
^nd had eveti prevailed on him to ^oft the 
country, sfiid fettle in a dlftam ptoce, yet Caiir 
ton tiras ishgenero«8 and inconfiftent enotigh 
to be jeiaildus ^f her without toving her* 
He wstis guUry of great irregalaiflties, nvhiie 
Mts» Cartton fet about acquitting herfdf of 
the duties <X a wife, with th$ imoft med; 
Ttnd humble patience, burying her forrows 
in h^r own bdbm, and not allowing herfelf 
4&Y€n the eonfolation bf complaining. 

** Among the <nany reafons for his dit 
•like, her -piety Was the principal. He faid 
religion was of no ufe but to difiioalify 
people for the buHnefs of life ; that it 
taught them to make a merit of defpifing 
their duties, and hating their relations { and 
that pride, iIl?*humour, oppofition, and con- 
tempt for the reft of the world, were the 
meat and drink of all thofe who pretended 
%o religion. 

^^ At firft fee nearly funk under his on- 
l^indnefe; her health declined, and her 
|][}k4t$ failed^ In this diftrefs Ihe applied 

to 



to tbe Cfhlf fare refuge of the usJiapiqr, 
and toc>lc comfort in the confideKatioa that 
icer trials were appointed by^ a mercifiU 
Father, td^ detach her from a world which 
Jie might have, loved too fondly, had jit 
ix>t been thus* (tripped of its delights. 

^ When Mrs. Stanley, who W3» her coa- 
.£dential fiiend,. expreflfed die tendered 
fympathy in her fufferings, Ae meekly re* 
pned, ^remember who are they whofe robes 
are wafted white in the kingdom of glory. 
If is they who C9me out cf great tributa* 
Hon. I endeavour to ftrengthen my faith 
whh a view of what the bed Chriftians havel 
^uffered,^ and my hope with meditating on 
tbt flM)rtnefs of all fuffering«. I will coi^e^ 
my weaknefs,' added ihe : ^ of the varioqs 
.motives to patience under the ills of life, 
which the Bible prefents, though my reafon 
and religion acknowledge them all, theve 
n not one which comes home fo powerful^ 
tx> my feelings as this, — the time is Jhort^ 

^ Another time Mrs. Stanley, who h^d 
beard of fome recent irregularities of Carl- 
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mn, ^sailed upcfn her^ and lameatmg the 
iblttude to ^hich ihe i^as often left for 
ddys together^ advifed her to have a female 
ingnd in the houfe^ that her qyiad might 
»ot be left to prey upon itfelf by living 
"^ fo much alone* She thanked her for thft 

4utrd fuggeftion, but faid ihe felt it wat 
' v^ifer and better hot to have a confideiui^ 
iftiend always at hancC, ^ for of what fnb- 
jeft ihould we talk/ faid ihe> but of my 
tiufband-s faults ? Gught I to allow myfeif 
In /bth a praSice I It would lead '^e to in- 
idulge a habit of complaint whkfa I am la- 
t>ouring to fubdue. The compaflioh of mj 
^end would only Iharpen my fieeliiigi^ 
which I wi(h to blunt. Giving vent to a 
flame ' only makes it rage the' n!^ore ; if 
•fupprefling cannot fubdue it, at leafl: the 
'^onfcioufnefs that I am doin^ my duty 
will enable me to fupport it. When we 
feel/ added Ihe, * that we are doing wrong 
the opening our heart may ftrengthen our 
virtue ; but- when we ^rtfttffering wrong 
the mind demands another fort of (irengtl) ; 

it 



k wiiQts higher fu^oit than fiiendftqi 
has to impart. It pcmrs civft its {brrbivs in 
j^ZfGt yrkh fbUer cdnfidence, kaowie^ that 
ht ^^ fe^ cm. fuftam ^ that he who heart 
vill fecompence ; ^at he will jtdge, not 
OCR* wdakaefs, but our efforts to conquer it ( 
not o6r fucceft, btft our endeavours ; with 
hSm MdeavQjur is TiSory/ 

^ The grace I mod: want/ added Ae^ 
' is t)umiUty. A partial friend, in order 
to fupport my fpirits, would fiatter njr 
eondu^ : ^ratified with her foothing, I 
Aould> pierhaps^ tiot fo entirely caft myfelf 
for comfort on God. Contented with hu« 
jnan praife I might reft in it. Befides 
ibaving endifred the fmart, I would not 
"wiUingly^ endure it in. vain. We know 
vho has faid, ' if you fuSer with me, 
♦you fliall alfo reign with me.* It is not, 
liowever, to mere fuSering that the promiie 
Isaddrefled^ but to fufiering for his fake, 
and in his fpirit.* Then turning to the 
BiUe which lay before her, and pointing to 
tjte fublim^ Jf^^g^ of St. Paul, which Ihe 
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bad juft l>een reading ^ cur light afHl^ioa 
Dvhich is but for a momait, worketh for us 
a &r more exceeding and etomal weight 
of glory ;* * Pray/ faid fhc, * rAd this im 
conne&ion with the nekt verfe, which m 
not always done* When is it that it workk 
for us this weight of glory ? Only • while 
iwe are looking at the things which are not 
fe^/ Do admire the beauty of this pofii* 
tion, and how the good is wdghed againft 
the evil, like two fcales differently fiUed; 
the afflidion is light, and but for a mo# 
a^ent ; the glory is a weighty and it is for 
imet. 'Tis a fes^her againlt lead, a gfato 
of fand againft the univerfe, a moment 
fig^nii: eternity. Oh, how the fcaie which 
^^ntains this wrorid's light trouble kidcf 
the beam, when webbed againft the glorj^ 
which fliaU be revealed/ 

*^ At the «id of two years ihe had % 
fittle girh this opened to her a new (bene 
of duties, and a freih fburce of confolattoiu 
Her reHgbn proved ilfelf to be of the ri^ht 
^mp, by making her temper iliU mor<e 
^ 8« fweet;, 
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fweet, and diffufing the happiell eScBi 
through her whole charaSer^nd converfa* 
tion.. When her huftand had (laid out 
hte or even all night, (he never reproach-, 
cd him. When he waa at home, flie re- 
cdved his friends with as much civility ay 
if fhe had liked them. He found that his 
lioufe was conduced with the utmoft pru- 
dence, and that while (he maintained his 
credit at his table, her perfonal expences 
were almoft nothing: indeed felf feemed 
nearly annihilated in her. He fometimes 
&It difappointed, becaufehe had no caufe 
of complaint, and was angry that he had 
nothing to condemn. ( 

^^ As he has a very fine underftanding he 
was the more provoked, bjecau(& he could 
not help feeing that her blamelefs condu£k 
put him continually in the wrong. All this 
puzzled him. He never fufpefted there was 
a principle, out of which fuch confequences 
could grow, and was ready to attribute to 
infenfibitity, that patience which nothing 
ibort of Chriftian piety could have infpired. 

He 
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H^ had ctmcdired of rdigiont as a Tiiionaiy 
^ftem of wo^s and phrafes, and conclud- 
ed that from fo unfubftantial a theory, it 
would be a folly to look for pradlcal e&ds. 

** Sometimes, when he few her nurfing 
iiis child, of whom he was very f^nd^ he 
was almoft tempjted to admire the mother^ 
who is a moft pleaiing figure; and |^ow 
and then, when his heart was thus foftened 
for a moment, he would aik himfelf what 
reafonable ground of objedion there was 
cither to her mind or perfon ? 

^^ Mrs. Carlton^ knowing that his affairs 
mufl: neceifarily be embarraflfed by the ex« 
iraordinary ezpences he had incurred, when 
the fteward brought her ufual year's allow- 
ance file refufed to take more than half, 
and ordered him to employ the remainder 
on his mafter's account. The faithful old 
Bian was ready to weep, and could not for- 
bear faymg, ^ Madam, you could not do 
more for a kind hulband. Befides, it is 
bat a drop of water in the ocean/ ' That 
drop,^ faid fiie, ^ it is my duty to contribute/ 

When 



When the Henrard ^omtnuialeafisd Ak t» 
Carhon, he was deeply aflR^Qed, refbfed t0 
take the money^ and was isigdm drmn to 
refort to the woadeiful principle^ k^ak 
which itich right but difficuk a^ons could 
j^ceed.'* 

Here 1 interrupted Mr* Staxiky. ♦^ I 
ant <|utte of the fteward^s opinioD/* ^id !• 
^ That a woman fhoald do this and mudi 
more for the man who loved her^ and whoM 
fte loved, is quite intelligibie 10 every 
toeing who hjis a heart* But for a cmel^ 
nnfeeHng tyrant ! I do not comprehend it« 
What fay you, Mifs Stanley i 

^^ Under the circumftaace y4>u fuppofiB,^^ 
laid fhe, blufhing, *^ 1 think the immas 
would have no (hadow of merit $ her eoM 
dud would be a mere gra^fication, wa mi$ 
tkt indulgence of her own fiselinggi. Tho 
triumph of afiedion would have been oheapi 
Mrs. Carlton^s was the triumph <»f re%ion } 
of a principle which could fubdue an attache 
inent to a worthy objed, and a^ with fuch 
generolity towards an uawonhy one#^^ 

Mr« 
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fir^uetatty ^t ^ &td:^ rdkdiu^ lUch iiboks 

-asf'ittigfct qualify' fifer fof the edtibkbiitif hrf 
iMdJ but dvby«f->efiit^ tiefb^' iie harf 

Itfr^;^ tKrt &tj«6d^a' t6 eotei^itome at alFi 
M M'ytt '^it^M^; am M ittdii%ed 
herO^f with (sddAg^heV 0^ to ^i didfitgllt 
^-^h^ bed. t7V!tft''fio^ - tlftial ^li^^efi 
ft^kiiktdaxm anl d^flM afhei'ifeMiaas 
try her^bdd^rid^j and hi a jo^iittnef jiarfiditUuiy 
fokam and' a£f^£t&ig) |iiray«d foi* hbf hu(^ 
baiidi ^er h€att' ^A& de6|}ly eoU(ihed, aicui 
ft$ dwieie 6tt ttefe ^p«(}tidti^ :!h a AtuM 
pectfttarly fervdit; Sbc l)rtiy«!d fer hfe 
#^re !ft bdth Wdiids; ahd emieftly ha<( 
plored thl[t i)^ ibifght be ftiade the Irumbte 
inftrument of hb bappini^ She tae^f 

ackno«rIed^d hef (jt^uahy o&aiiei', oi 

liis Ihe fdd iiothiftg* 

** thitikhig faeiiei! feiiufe from luteti 

rup^ofi, her petitions wefe uttefed abud i 

her Voide isjften fauiteiifig, «&<£ het eyst 
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ftreamivg \4rii tears. little did fli# fu^eft 
^|iat the.objed of her prayers was withiv 
hearing of .them. He had fenipocd home, 
une^pededly^ and comixig^ lofdj iato dic^ 
iioomy heard her pious afipir^dons. He waa 
ineziM-^bly |^fie£led« Ha.^qxl aadiighed^ 
bitterly. , . The light from the, candles on th^ 
^ble fell oB the^looq^ng £s^ of his fleepin]| 
infant^ and on d^t* , gf 'his weeping yat^t^ 
It was too much for him.; /but he»had not 
the virtttotts coussige-to give way .to his 
feelings. He hadjjiot the generoTity to com^ 
forward imd enrefs the admiration he &It. 
He withdrew unpercelved> au^ pafled the 
remainder of the night in gr^at. perturbatioa 
of fpirit. Shame» remorfe^ and confufion, 
raifed fuch a confiii^ ii^ his mirK^^ ^ prevented 
him from (Joikig his eyes i whi)^ fl^e flept in 
quiety ^d awoke in p^ce* - - 

^^ The next nipmi^g, during a very fliort 
interview, he behaved to her with a kindnefs 
which ihe/had never before experienced. 
He, had not refolution to bre^Uaft with 
her» but: promifed^ with afieftion in his 
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the trutli was he never qiitted- bcnm^ .b^ 
lMii4er,e4 ^9bwt hh woo4f ;4;o coqaptq^ and 
flsrefigtlieQ his nnod* Thi^ f^lf ^Kan^watioa^ 
w^. the firll hf: h^ .ipra^jfi^ V ks.egeds^^ 

. ** ,A dayor twojtre^oMSJtp t^%th^h*4 
dked at ourvhoiif(^ He. h9|d]alway;^l1|f^ 
much addtfted to. the pleafusr^ oi .^e tabl^r 
He .expreffed hfeh ufpfoHt^f^ik pf ,^jjftr* 
tipular dilk, and .mentiofte^.^^igdlg d;^^ Jbp 
got home how mifch he Hked, it« Jke next 
miorniog Mit» Catltop wrote to LuciUa to 
beg the recdpt for. Qlakiug this ra^ut }. and 
this day when bje re^iOjcned from his foUtary 
itamble and /^comp^ni^ous yifiting%'' tb* 
&¥oarite difh moft eauiuifitely ^refledj W9» 
produced at his dionen He thanked h^ 
for thij^^ obligiii^ attention, and turning to 
the butler, direi&ed him to tell the cook 

that no difli was ever fo well drefled; Ifirs^^' 

*. ' . • « * • ■ • ■ " 

Carlton bluihed when the honeft butler 
iaid^ ^ Sir, i| was my miftrefs drefled it with 

s a her 



hte own hai^ ftocaofe Ae faKW yoifr Ko*' 
jleur «M fond of it.' 

<* "tears or gnAtnie mfhed into €arltbn^# 
^jf^ and tears df |oy ovetfbired ^ofe. o^ 
die old domeftie, \Aien his mafter, rifin^ 
bom the table, tenderly embraced his VBnS^ 
gttd declared he was linworthy of ^bcK a 
titafiue. / I halve been gotky dT a ptibfic 
wyoftgy JohnfbSy^ faid he to his iervknt^' 
^ aiil mf repart^Soh : ftaH te ai jmbKe. I 
am iMirer defehre her^ bat my Kfe fliadl bi; 
§>enf hi endeavouifi^ to da fo/ 

'^ The Utile gh^l iyas brought hi, and hetf 
prtfeii^ieemed to eeniEent this neiifbrb^d 
nabii. An atigmented clnerfttln^rs'on the 
jMUt of Mrs. Carhdnv taTited an Increafed 

* tendemefs on ^t of her huiband* He 

Begaft every *ty to dfrcoter new eicetleft- 

dea m h» jprffej which he «adily afckiiowt 

fedgid to hei^dtf, and to the wdrtd. Ths 

Hbnviaiott of her worth had gjradualfy been 

* ^rodaqing etteetnr, efteeto now ripened intQ 
affe^n^ tnd his affeOibn for his wife was 
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mingled vrith* a blind Ibrt ^ admuratldn g| 
that piety which had produced fuch' efifidfi - 
He now began to chink home the ple^fanteft 
place, and hu wife the pleafanteft eom^ 
panion* 

'V A gentle cenfure from him on the 
exceffive frugality of her dreft, mixed with 
admiration of the purity of it» motiye^ wat- 
an intimation to her to be mor€ el^aixt« 
He happened to admire a gown worn by fi 
lady whom they had vifited. She not only 
fenc for the fame materials, bu^ had it madt 
by the fame pattern. A little attentioa of. 
which he felt the delicacy. 

*^ He no^ only law, but in Qp long time 
acknowledged, that a rd%ion which pro»> 
duced fuch admirable effe£ts, could not be 
fo mi&luevous a principle as he had fup-^ 
pofed, nor could it be an inert priaeiple* ' 
Her prudence has accomplifiied what her. 
piety began. She always watched the turnf/ 
of his eye, to lee how far ihe m%ht yentmCf-t 
W^ changed the difcpurfe when (he look* 
vm jfiot fencoyragiqg. She never tired him 
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with leftures, never obtruded fcrious difcourfe 
uhfeafonably, nor prolonged it improperly. 
His early love of reading, v^hich had for 
feme years given way to more turbulent 
pleafures, he has refumed ; and frequently 

/ infifts, that the books he reads to her {hall 
be of her own chufing. In this choice fhe 
ezercifes the niceft difcretion, feleding fuch 
as may gently lead his mind to higher pur- 
foits, but which at the fame time are fo 
elegantly written as not to difguft hjs tafte. 
In all this Mrs. Stanley is her friend and 
counfel^or. 

" While Mrs. Carlton is advancing her 

hufband's reliih for books of piety, he is 

^^ forming hers to polite literature. She her* 

felf often propofes an amufing book^ that 

, he may not fufpefl: her of a wifh to abridge 
his innocent gratifications ; and by * this 

^ complaifance fhe gains more than (he loles, 

^ for, not' to be outdone in generofity, he 

often propofes fome pious one in return^ 

Thus their mutual facrifices are mutual 

hienefits. She has fouiid out that he has a 

• " highly 



highly cultivated underftanding, arid he 
has difcovened, that flie has a 'mind re- * 
markably fufcepcible of cultivation* He' 
has by degrees dropt moft of his former 
aflbciates, and has entirely renounced the 
diverfions into which they led him. He Is 
become a frequent and welcome viiitor here. 
His condud is uniformly refpe£table, and I 
look forward with hope to his becoming 
even a (hining charader. There is, how* 
ever, a pertinacity, I may fay a fincfi'ity, 
In his temper, which fomewhat keeps him 
back. He will never adopt any principle 
without the moft complete conviction of his 
own mind ; nor proiefs a^y truth of which' 
he himfelf does not aftually feel th^ force.'* 
Lady Belfield, after thanking Mr. Stanle/^ 
for his interefting Uttle narrative, eameftly 
requefted that Sir John would renew his 
acquaintance with Mr. Carlton, that fhe 
herfelf might be enabled to profit by fuch sen 
affe&ing example of the power of genuine 
religion, as his wife exhibited; confeifing 
that on^ fuch living inftance would weigh 
\ ^ S4 " mpixi. 



more with her than an h,undred arguments, 
Mrs. Stanley obligingly promifed to invite, 
them to dinner the firft leiAire day. 

Mr. Stanley now informed us that Sir 
George Alton was arrived from Cambridge, 

oa a vlfit to his mother and iifters ; that 

» 

he was a youth of great promife, whom he 
begged to introduce to us a$ a young man 
in whofe wi^&re he took a Vvely concern, 
and on the right formation of whofe cha<^ 
rader much would depend, as he had a 
* large eftate^ and th^ £imily intereft in th^ 
county would give him a vc^ coniiderable 
influence ; to this influence it was, therefore, 
of gi«at importance to give a right dire^^on, 
We next morning took a ri<^e to Afton Hall, 
ipd I commenced an acquaintance with tjbe 
engaging young buxonet, which I doubt not^. 
from what I faw and heard, wiU hqfeafter 
ripfn imp frieadftip. 
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CHAP. XIX, 

1 HE good reflror joined the party at dinner^ 

The conyerfatioh afterwards hapt>ened to 
turn on the value of human opinion, and' 
Sir John Belfield made the hackneyed 
obfervation, that the defire of obtaininjr 
it fhould pever be difcduraged, it being 
highly ufeful as a motive of ^diqut 

** Yes," faid Dr, Barlow, *^ it certainly 
has its ufes in a world the affairs of which 
mull be chiefly carried on by worldly men ; 
a world yhich is itfelf gprerned by low 
motives. But human applaufe is not si 
Chriftian principle of aftion j nay, it is fc 
adverfe»to Cbriftianity, that our Saviour 
himfelf afligns it as a powerful caufe of 
men's not believing, or at leaft not confcfr 
fipg him, hcaufe they loved the praifs 
of men. The eager defire of fame is a 
fort of feparatioa line between paganifoi 

^9d 
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stnd Chriflianlty. The ancient pbilofophers 
have left us many fhining examples of mo- 
deration in earthly things, and of the con^ 
tempt of richesr So far the light of reafcffl, 
and a noble felf-denial carried them ; and 
n^any a Chriilian may blu(h at thefe in- 
jllances of their fuperiority ; but of an in- 
difference to fame, of a deadnefs to human 
^pplaufe, except as founded on loftin^fs of 
fpirit, difdain of their, judges, and fclf- 
fpfJlt^cnt pride^ I dp not recoiled any 

# 

inftance.'* 

^.' And yet," faid Sir John, " I remember 
3eneca fays in one of his epifUes^ that no 
ipan €xprefies fuch a refpeft and devotion 
to virtue, as he who forfeits the repute of 
being a gpod man, that he may not forfeit 
the confcioufneff of being fuch." 

" They might,*' replied Mr. Stanley, 
•« incidentally exprefs fome fuch fentimeut 
in a wcli-turned period, to give antithefis to 
an expreffion, or weight to an apophthegm 5 
they might de(:laiiTi againft it in a fit of dif- 
appointment, in the burft of indignation 
es^cited bv a recent lofs of popularity ; but 

I quef* 
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1 queftion if "they -ever once afted upon it, 
I queftion if Marius hicnfelf, iitCliig amidfib 
the ruins of Carthage, adually felt it. SeU 
dom, if ever, does it feem to have beea 
inculcated as a principle, or enforced as a 
rule of aSion: nor could it— ^it was " againil; 
the canon law of^hehr foundsltion/' 

Sir John. " Yet a good man ftruggling 
with adveriity is, 1 think, reprefent^ by one 
of their authors, as an object worthy of the 
attention of the gods* 

Stanley. " Yes— but the divine apfiio* 
b^tion alone was never propofed as the 
ftandard of right, or the reward of ^dions, 
except by divine revelation/' « 

** Nothing feems more difficult/' faid I,. 
^^ to fettle than the ftandard of right* £v^ 
man has a ftandard of his own, which be 
confiders as of univerfal application. One 
makes. his own taftes^ defires, and appetit^s^ 
his rule of right i another the example of 
certain individuals, fallible like bimfelf ; a 
third, and indeed the generality, the maxims, 
habits, and manners of the faihionable par( 
ci the world.*' 

Sir 



Sir John. ^ But fince it is fo dtficuU ta 
difcriminate between allowable indulgence, 
(Old criminal conformity, the life of a con^ 
Jcientiotts man, if be be not conftitutionallf 
temperate, or habitually firm, muft be 
poifoncd with folicitude, and perpetually 
racked with the fear of exceeding his 

Jimits." 

Stanley. ^^ My dear BelficW, the peace 
^d fecurity of .a Cbriftian, we weU knowj, 
^re not left to depend on confiitutional tern- 
pefilie^, or habitual firmnefs, Tbefe are^^ 
^ the youpg Numidian fays, 

f^erfcftions tbat are placed to bonet and nervef . 

There is a higher and furer way to prevent 
the folicitude,* which is, by correaing the 

• 

principle j to get the heart let right ; to be 
jealous over purfelves ; to be careful never 
to venture to the edge of our lawful limits; 
in fhort, and that is the only infcllible 
ftandard, to live in the confdentious 
praftice of meafwring all we fay, and do,* 
and think, by the unerring rule of God's 

word/* 

Sir John. " The impoffibility of reach- 
ing 
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r. . . . • - - • 

ing the. perfeftion. which that rule requires, 
fometimes, difcourages welt-meaning mea 
as if the attempt were, hopelefs.** 

Dn Barlow^. ** That is. Sir, becaule 
they take up wijth a kind of hearfay Chri& 
tianity^ Its ^ reputed f>alns and penalties 
drive them oflF from enquiring for then!- 
ielves. They reft on the farface. If they 
would go deeper, they would fee that the 
(pirit which dilated the fcripture is ^ 
fpirit of power, as well as a fpirit of pro- 
mife. All that he requires us tb do, he 
cnaDled us to perform. He does not pre^ 
fcribe rules without fumifhing us with 



arms." 



Tn anfwer to fome further remarks of Sit 

* 

John, ^vho fpoke with due abhorrence of 
any indance of adual vice, but who feemed 
to have no juft idea of its root and princi- 
ple, Dn Barlow obferved; " Whik every 
one agrees m reprobating wicked actions, 
few, comparatively, are aware of then atural 
and habitual evil which lurks in the heart. 
To this the bible particularly direfts our 
attention. In defcribing a bad charader, 

it 



it^ doci not fay thatf his aSli$ns are fla^t|» 
bus, but that ^God is not in all his thoughts J 
, This IS thp defcription of a .thoroughly 
worldly man. Thofe who are given up 
completely to the worlds to its maxims, i^^ 
principles^ its cares, or its pleafures, cannot 
entertain thoughts of God* , And to he un^ 
mindful of his prpvidence^ to be fegardlel^ 
of his prefence^ to be infenfible to his m6r« 
cies, muff be nearly as offeniflye to Him a^ 
to deny his exiftence. Exceffive difUpa!* 
tion, 2^ fupreme love of money, or ?in entire 
devotednefs to ambition, drinks up that 
i[pirtt, fwallows up that aSe^lion, exhaufts 
that vigour, ftarves that zeal, with which 
a Chriftian (hould devote himfelf to ferve 
Ks Maker/^ 

. *^ Pray obferye," continued Dr. Barlow, 
^^ that I am not fpeaking of avowed profii« 
gates, but of decent charaflers ; men who, 
while they are purfuing with keen intenfe« 
nefs the great objeds of their attachment, 
do nqt deride or even totally negled religious 
bbfervances ; yet think they do much and 
weM» by affording fome odd fcraps of refufc 

time 



tim^ to at few weary pmyers;. aiid lleepy 
tl;i<^gh^,,from a mindwiMrn down with^n^ 
g;^e^ms of pleafure, qrproje£te of accu« 
nmlisafipny ipr itbemes "f>f ambition; In alt 
th^e; fevaE^l-ipurfuic^, tljere ins^y be nothing^^ 
whicb^ to 4t}e gipof^ fetc^isifit of the worU^ 
^vould appear to be moratr turpitude. The 
pkafure ^y not be^ p^ogigracy^ ^the wealth 
fy chcrjiiiedr way i|ot J^ay^j J)een. JFra^du- 
kfntly obtained ; fibn anf^itjoiht ;iii htimaa 
eftintationy mayrnpt bf ^iQior^Qural^Ie.i bi|t 
an 'alienation |rom ;God^ auin^^reace to 
eternal things,^ a,|fpiri| jlpcoiip^^le. y^ith 
the fpirit of the gofpel, rwillflieffound aft* 
Hie bottom of all thefe reftleft pui^its." 

^ I am entirely of your .opinion^ Doc- / * 
tor^^ faid Mr. Stanley ; ''Mt is taking up 
with fometbing ihort of re^ Chriftianity ; 
It is an apoftacy from the doSirines of the 
bible, it is the fubftitution of ^ fpurious and 
popular, religion, for tha^ which was revealed 
from heaveii ) it is a departure from the 
£aith once delivered to the faints^ that has fo 
family funk our morality, and given coui^ 

tenance 



tenanee to that low ftandard of pm£Bail 
▼irtue wKch prerails. If we lower tbe 
priBciple, tf we obfcute the liglit, if we ce^ 
jd& the influence, if we fullj the purity, 
if we abridge the ftriddefs of the divine 
le^, there will ta6^ no afcending powei' 
in the foul, no itirring fpirft, no quicketf< 
ing aQ>initiotf afier perfe^on, no ftretch^ 
ing forward iAct that boHneft ifo which the 
beatific ttfiotf is fpecifically promifed* H 
is Tain to exped diat thcf^ptaaice will rife 
highdr than the prindple which inrpiret 
it; (hat the^liabiti will be foperior to Ae 
inotives in^Meh' govern theni/^ 

Df4 Batim. ^ Selfilhnefs, fecurity, anfl 
fenfbalii!^, are pi'edided by oiir Saviour, z% 
the ch^ii^ei" df the laft times. In alluding' 
fo the antediluvian world,, and the caufe of 
its deftradjon, eattng, drinking, and marry'^ 
nig could lidt be named in the gofpel a^ 
ifhingd cenfdribk m themfehres, they being 
fiecefiary to the very extftence of that world, 
which th^ abufe of them was tending to 
deftroy. Oar Saviour does not defcribe 

criminality 
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criminality by the excefs but by 'the fpirit 
of the.ad:. He fpeal^s of eating not g'lut- 
toriy, of drinking not intoxication, of mar- 
riage not licentious ihtercourfe« This 
feems a plain iiititn^tion^ that carrying 
on thet tranfaftidns of the world in the 
fpirit of the world, and that habitual dead- 
nefa to the concerns of eternity^ in beings fo 
alive to the pleafures or the interefts of the 
prefent moment, do not indicate a (late of 
fafety, even where grofs ads of vice may 
be rare," ^ 

Mr. Stanley^ " It is not by a few, or 
even by many inftances of exccffive wick- 
ednefs, that the moral ftate of a country 
is to be judgedi but by a general avcrfe- 
nefs and indifiference to real religion. 
A few examples of glaring impiety may 
fumifh xpore fubjeft for declamation, but 
art not near fo deadly /a fymptom. It is 
no new remark, that more men are undone 
by an exceffive indulgence in things per* 
mitted, than by the commiilion of avowed 
fins/' 

VOL. I. T Sir 
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Sir "John. " How happy are thofe, who, 
by their faith and piety, are delivered from 
thcfe difficulties !'* 

Stanley. **My dear Belfield, where »are 
ihofe privileged beings; ? It is one fad proof 
of human infirmity, that the beft men have 
continually thefe things to druggie witfa# 
What makes the difference is, that thofc 
whom we call good men flruggle on to 
the end, while the others, not feeing the 
danger, do not flruggle at all 

« Chriftians," faid Dr. Barlow, « who 
would flridtly keep within the bounds pre« 
icribed by their religion, fhould imitate thfe 
ancient Romans, who carefully watched 
•that their god Terminus, who defined 
their limits, fhould never recede ; the firft. 
fiep of his retreat, they faid, would be the 
deftru^on of their fecurity /* ^ 

Sir John. ** But DoSor, pray what re-* 
medy do you recommend againfl this natu- 
ral, J had almofl faid this invincible pro-^ 
penfityto over-value the world ? I do not 
mean a propenfity merely to over-rate its 

pleafures 
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{yleafures and its honours^ but a difpofitlpn 
to yield to ks dominion over the mind, to 
indulge a too earned: defire of Handing, 
w^ with it^ to cheriih a too anxious regard 
for its good ofmuon ?*' 

Dr. Barlow^, '' The knowledge of the . 

difeale Ihould precede the application of 

tiie remedy. Human applaufe is by a 

worldly man :reckoned not only ftitK>ng the 

luxuries of life,, but among articks of the 

firft necefiity. An undue defire to obtain 

ity Has certainly its £3undation in vaoityf 

and it is one of our grand errors lo reckon 

tanity a trivial fault* An oTer-fiftimatioa 

of chafader^ and an anxious iriflK to iQoiff 

ciliate all fuffirages, is an infirmity froitl 

which even worthy men are not exempt } 

nay^ it is a weaknefe from which, :if they 

are not governed by a ftrift rellgiouf 

principle, worthy men ^e in vMbUt danger* 

Reputation being in itfelf £6 very d^firable 

a good, thofe.who adually poflefs if, and 

in fome fenfe d^efervc to poff^is ilt,. ar^ 

apt toi niake it their ftandard^ and to reft 

ki it, as their fiiprenie aim and cofd.'^ 

T z Sir 



ayo c<£L£Bs. 

Sir Jchn. ^*You have expofed the k* 
tent principle, ic remains that you fuggeft 



its cure-" 



Dr. Barlow, " I believe |he m6ft effec- 
tual remedy would be, to excite in the mind 
frequent thoughts bf our divine Redeemer, 
and of his eftimate of that world on which 
we fo fondly fet our affedions, and whofe 
approbation we are too apt to make the 
chief objed of our ambition.'^ * 

Sir John. " I allow it to have been ne- 
ceflary, that Chiift in the great end whiqh 
he had to accomplifli, ihould have been 
poor, and negle&ed, and contemned, and 
that he ihould have trampled on the great 
Aiiigs '^ of this . worlds human applaufe 
among the ftfl: ; but I do not conceive that 
tfiis Obligation extends to his follovirers, 
Hor that we are called upon to partake the 
poverty which he preferred^ or to renounce 
the wealth and grandeur which he fet at 
nought, nor to imitate him in making 
himfelf of no reputation*'' 

Dr. Barhw. ^* We are not indeed called 
to reftmble him in his external circum^ 

fiances* 
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ftances. It is not our bounden duty to be 
necefiarily expofed to the fame contempt; 
dorare we obliged to embrace the fame ig» 
nominy. Yet it feems a natural confequence 
of our Chriftian profeflipn, that the things 
which he defpifed, we (hould not venerate ; 
the vanities he trampled on, we ihould not 
admire ; the world which he cenfured, we 
ought not to idolize; the eafe which he 
renounced, we ihould not rate too highly ; 
the fame which he^ fet at nought, we ought 
not an^ioufly to covet. Surely the follow- 
ers of him who was ^^ defpifed and reje&ed 
of men" ihould not feek their highefl: gra* 
tification from the flattery and applaufe of 
men. The truth is, in all difcourfes on this 
fubjed, we are compelled cpntinually to re- 
vert to the obfervation, that cfariftianity is a 
religion of the heart. And though we are 
not called upon to partake the poverty and 
ineannefs of his fituation, yet the precept 
13 clear and direft, refpefling the temper by 
which we ihould be governed, ^ I^et the 
iam^e mnd be in you which was alfo in 

T3 CWfl 



Chrift Jefin.'^ If, ihardCbre, we happen ta 
pofle& that wealth anc^ grandeur which he 
difdained, we ihould p^iRff them as though 
we pjfejf^ them not. We have a fair and 
liberal permiffion to vX^ them as his gift, 
and to his glory, but not to ered: them into 
the fupreme obje&s of our attachment* la 
the fame manner, in every other point it 
i« ftill the fpirit of the ad, tb^ temper di 
the mind, to which we are to look. For iuf 
ftance, I do not think that I am obliged to 
ihew my faith by facrifking my fon» nor 
my obedience by feiliag all that I have ia 
give to the poor ; but I think I am bound, 
by the fpirit of thefe two powerful com* 
mands, to praSiife a cheerful acquiefcence 
in the whole will of God, in fuSering and 
renouncing, as well as in doing, when I 
know what is really his will." 
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CHAP. XX. 

XH£ pleafant reflections excited by the 
interefting converfation of the evenings 
were cruelly interrupted by my faithful 
Edwards, •* Sir/' faid he, when he came to 
attend me, '^ do you know that all the talk 
of the Hall tp-night at fupper >yas, that 
Mifs Stanley is going to be married to 
young Lord Staunton ? He is a coufiri of 
Mrs. Carlton's, and Mr. Stanley's coach- 
man brou^t home the news from thence 
yefterday. I could not get at the very 
truth, becaufe Mrs. Comfit was out of 
the way, but all the fervants agree, chat 
though he is a lord, and rich, and hand- 
feme, he is not half good enough for her# 
Jndeed, Sir, they fay he is no better than 
he fhould be.'» 
I was thunderftruck at this fntetHg^nce. 

T4 It 



It was a trial I had not fufp^Sied, ^^ Does 
he vifit here then, Edwards," faid I, *' for I 
have neither feen nor heard of him/' "No,. 
Sir," faid he, " but Mifs meets him at Mr. 
Carlton's." This ihocked me beyond eac- 
preflion. Lucilla meet a man at another 
houfe! Lucilla carry on a clandeftine en* 
gagement ! Can Mrs. Carlton be capable 
of conniving at it ! Yet if it were not clan- 
deftine, why ihould he not vifit at the 
Grove ? 

Thefe tormenting refle&ions kept me 
awake the whole night. To acquit Lucilla 
Edwards's ftory made difficdlt ; to condemn 
her, my heart found was. impoflible. Qka^ 
moment I blamed my own fooliih timidity, 
which had kept me back from making any 
propofal, and the next, I was glad that the 
delay would enable me tofift the truth, and 
probe her charadcr. "If I don^t find 
confiftency here," faid I, " I fhall renounce 
all confidence in human virtue." 

I arofe early and went to indulge my 
foeditations in the garden. I iaw ^u Stan- 

ley 



ley ^tting under the favourite oak. I was 
inftantly tempted to go and open my heart 
to him, but feeing a tx)ok in his hand, I 
feared to interrupt him ; and was turning 
into another walk, till I had acquired 
more compofure. He called after me, 
and invited me to fit down. 

How violent were my flu£tuations ! How 
mconfiftent were my feelings ! How mudi 
at variance was my reafon with my heart I 
The man on earth with whom I wifhed to 
confer, invited me to a conference. With 
^ mind under the dominion of a paffion 
which I was eager to declare, yet agitated 
with an uncertainty which I had as much 
reafon to fear might be painfully as plea- 
famly removed. ; 1 flood doubtful whether 
to feize or to decline the occa&on whidi 
thus^ prefentcd itfelf to me. A moment'd 
refledion however convinced me that the 
opportunity was too inviting to be negleS- 
ed. My impatience for an eclairciCTement 
on Lord Staunton'$ fubjed was too power* 
ful to be any longer refiited. 

At 
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At length with the moft unfeigned di& 
fidence, and a hefitation which I feared 
would render my words unintelligible, I 
Tentured to exprefs my tender admh-atioii 
cf M^ Stanley, and implored permiffion 
to addrefs her; 

My application did not feem to furprife 
luau He only gravely fsdd, *^ we will talk 
of this fome future day." This cold and 
laconic reply inftantly funk my fpirits* I 
was feocked and vifibly confufed. ** It is 
too late,** faid I to myfidf. *^ Happy Lord 
Staunton !** He few my diftrefs, and taking 
my hand with the utmoft kindnefs of voice 
sind manner, faid, ** My dear young friend, 
content yourfelf for the prefent with the 
aflurance of my entire efteem ind affection. 
This is a very early declaration. Tou arc 
fcarcely acquainted with Lucilla | you do 
not yet know,** added he, fmiling, *< half 
her faults/* 

*^ Only tell me, my dear Sir,** faid I, a 
little re-affured, and grafping his hand, 
*^ that when you kndW all mine you will 

not 



not Tf^oEt me* Oaly tell me that you fed 
no repugnance*^that you have no other 
views — pthat Mif^ Stanley has no otherw- 
here I ftopt, my voice failed— the excels of 
my emotion . prjevented me from finifhing 
my fentence^ He encouragingly faid, *' I 
)cnow not that Lutilla has any attachment* 
For myfelf, I have no views hoftile to your 
wiihes. You have a double intereft in my 
heart. You are endeared to me by your 
perfonal merits and by my tender friendihip 
for your beloved father. But be not im* 
petuous. Form no fudden refolution. Try 
to affure yourfelf of my daughter's affcc 
tion, hefore you aik it of her. Remain 
here another month as my welcome guefl:, 
3S the fon of my friend. Take that month 
to es;amine your own heart , and to endea-> 
vour to obuin an intereft in hf r*s j we will 
then refume the fubjeS.", 

« But, my dear Sir/* faid I, « is not 
Ijord Staunton—" " Set your heart at 
reft/' faid he. *^< Though we are both a 
kittle ariftocratic in oim: political principles, 

3 yet 
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jet when the competition is for the happF- 
nefs of life, and the interefts of virtue, both 
Lucilla and her father think with Du^ 
mont, that 

A lord 
Oppofcd againft a man is but a man. 

$o faying he (quitted me ; but with a 
benignity in his countenance and manner 
that infufed not only confolation, but joy 
into my heart. My fpirits were at once 
elated. To be allowed to think of Lucilla ! 
To be permitted to attach myffelf to her ! 
To be fure her heart was not engaged ! To 
be invited to remain a month longer under 
the farae roof with her — to fee her-^o 
hear her — to talk to her— ^all this was a 
happinefs fo great that I did not allow 
inyfetf ta^repine, becaufe it was not aU I 
had wi(hed to obtain. 

I met Mrs. Stanley foon after. I per- 
ceived bycher illuminated countenance, that 
my propofal had been already communis 
icated to her. I ventured to take her hand, 
^d with the mofl refpe&ful earneftnefe 

in« 



kitfeated her friendlhip — her good officed^ 
** I dare not tnift myfelf with you juft 
now/' faid (he with aA affedionate fmlle ; 
^ Mr. Stanley will think I abet rebellion, 
if through my encouragement you Ihould 
Tiolate your engagements with him. But/* 
added Ihe kindly, preifing my hand ; ^^ yon 
need not be much afraid of me^ Mn Stan* 
ley's fentlments on this point, as on all 
others, are exaflly my own. We have 
but one heart and one mind, and that heart 
and' mind ar^ not unfavourable to your 
wiihes/^ With a teair in her'ey.es and affix> 
tion in her looks, (he to«e herfelf away, 
evidently afraid of giving way to her 
£selings. 

I did not think myfelf bcmijid by any 
point of honour to conceal the ftate of my 
heart from Sir John Belfield, who with his 
lady joined me foon after in the garden. I 
was^ aftonifhed to find that my paffion for 
Mifs Stanley was no fecret to dther of 
the(n« Their penetration had left me no- 
thing to difclofe. Sir John however looked 
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ierious^ and affefted an air of myftery vthkh 
a little alarmed me. ^^ 1 own/' faid he,* 
" there is fome danger of your fdccefs." I 
eagerly enquired what he thought I had to 
fear ? " You have every thing to fear/' re- 
plied he, in a tone of grave irony, ^' wfaidi 
»^mait not four and twenty, of aa honour* 
able &mily, with a clear eftate of foor 
thoufand a yeari^, a perfon that ali the ladies 
admire, 4 mind which ^1. the men efteetn, 
and a, temper which endears you to ' men, 
women^ axkd children, can fear from a little 
caoantry girl, whofe heart is as free as a bird^ 
and who, if I nay judge, by Her fmiks and 
Uufhes whenever you are ' talkmg tcF her^ 
would have no mortal objection to fing if 
the fame cage with you,'* 

** It will h6 a • fad dull novel, however," 
faid Lady Belfieldr— -^ all is likely to go oa 
fo iinoothly that we (hall flag for Tvant of | 
incident. ; No difficulties, nor adventures to ' 
heighten the intereft. No cruel ftep-dame, 
na tyrant father, no capricious miftrefs, no 
moated caftle, iy> intriguing confidant, no 
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tfeacherous fpy^ no formidable rivat, not fo 
much as ^ dutl or even a challenge, I fear^ 
to give variety to the monotonous fcene/*\ 

I mentioned Edwards^s report rdpefting 
Lord StauntoH) and ov^ned how much k 
had difturbed me. ** That he admire< 
her/' faid Lady Beiiield, <^ is notoiioi»» 
That his addref&s have not been encou* 
rag^d;, I have alfo beard, but n<M? from the 
family. As to Ludll^ (he i&the laft girl 
that would ever infinuat^ even to nx, to 
whom (he is fo unreferved, that (he had 
reje£ted lb great an offer* I have heard 
her e^prefs herfelf with ^n indignadon, 
foreign to hdr general mildqefs, againft wo^ 
i^en who are guilty of this fa(hionable^ 
this diflionourable indelicacy/' 

*' Well, but Charles," faid Sir John, 
^* you muft pofitively afllime a tittle de« 
je&ion, to diverfify the bufinefs. It will 
give intered to your countenance, and pa<- 
thos to your manner, and tendernefs to your 
accent. And you muft forget all attea* 
tions, and negle£t all civjU|ies4 iind yon 

muft 



stuft ippe^r abfent, and dijtfait and r^-» 
««//•; efpecially while your fate Jiangs ia 
f<Mne fufpenfe. And you muft _rcad Pe- 
trarch^ and repeat Tibullu^» and write fon- 
Oets. And when you are fpoken to, you 
fnuft not liftem And you muft waiidef m 
the grove by moonfhine, and talk to the 
Oreads^ and the Dryads^ dndjbe Nalads^^ 
Oh no, unfortunately, I am afraid there are 
jao Naiade within hearing. You muft make 
the woods vocal with the name of Lucilla \ 
lucidly 'tis fuch a poetical name that Echo 
won^t be afiiamed' to repeat it. I have gone 
through it all^ Charles, and know every 
hi^h*way and bye-way in the map of love. 
I will, however^ be ferious for cme momeift, 
and tell you for your comfort^ that though 
;sit your age I was full as much in for it* as 
you are now, yet after ten years union'. 
Lady Belfield has enabled me to declare 

How much the wife is deerer than the bride.*' 

A tear gliftened in her foft eyes, at this 
tender compliment 
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Juft at ' that moment^ LucUla happmed 
to crofs the lawn at a diftance. At light 
of her, I could not, as I pointed to her, 
forbear exclaiming, in the words of Sir 
John's fevorite poet, , • 

There doth beauty dwell. 
There moft confpicaousy ev'n in outward fhape^ 
Whore dawns the high exprefiioD of a mind. 

** This is very fine,*' laid Sir John, far. 
caftically, ^' I admire all you young enthu* 
fiaftic phibfophers, with your intelleftual 
refinement. You pretend to be captivated 
only with mind* I obfeixe, however, that 
previous to your rapture, ypu always take 
care to get this mind lodged in a fair and 
youthful form. This mental beauty is aU 
v^ys prudently enlhrined in fome elegant 
corporeal frame, before it is worlbipped. 
I Ihould be glad to fee fome of thef<$ in- 
telle&ual adorers in love with the mind 
of an old or ugly woman. I n^er heard 
any of you fall into extades in defcanting 
on the mind of your grandmother/' After 
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loiiici further irony, they left m« to ia« 
dolge my medits^tionSy m the nature of 
vhich a fingle hour had nade fo pleafant 
a revolutioB. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

HE converfation of two men bred at the 
fame fcboo]! or college ^hen they happen 
to meet afterwards^ is. commonly unintere(l:<^ 
ing, not to lay tirefome, to a third perlbn, 
as involving local circumftances in which 
he has na concern. But this ,was not aU 
"ways the eafe fince the. meeting of my twoi 
friends. Something was generally to b^. 
gained by their communications even on 
thefe unpvomifmg to{)ics. 

At breakfaft Mr. Stanley faid, "Sir 
John, you will fee here at dinner to-morrow 
our old college acquaintance, Ned Tyrrel; 
Though he does not commonly live at- the 
&mily houfe in this neighbourhood, but at 
9 Ixttk place he has in Buckinghamfiilref 
he comes, among us periodically to receive 
his rents<> He always invites himfelf, {o$ 
bis fociety i» not the moft engaging.'^ 

V z *M heard/* 



" I heard/' replied Sir John, « that he 
became a notorious profligate after he left 
Cambridge, though I have loft fight of 
him ever fince we parted there. But I 
Diras glad to learn lately that he is become 
quite a reformed man.*' 

<^He is fo far reformed,'^ replied Mr^ 
Stanley, " that he is no longer grofsly 
licentious. But in laying down the vice^ 
of youth, he has taken up fucceffively thofe 
which he thought better fuited to the fuc* 
ceffive ftages of his progrefs. As he with- 
drew himfelf from his loofe habits and 
connexions, ambition became his govern* 
ing paf&on; he^ courted public favour, 
thirfted for place and diftin£Hon, and la- 
boured by^ certain obliquities and fome lit* 
tie facrifices of principle, to obtain promo*' 
tion. T'inding it did not anfwer, and all 
bis hopes failing, he now rails at ambition, 
wonders men will wound their confciences 
and renounce their peace for vain applaufe 
nnd ^iht bubble reputation.' His folecte- 
light at prefent, i hear, is in amailing 
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money and reading controrerfial divinity* 
AvarJee has fupplanted ambition^ jutl as 
ambition expelled profligacy. 

'' In the interval in which he was paffing 
from one of thefe ftages to the other, in a 
very uneafy (late of^mind, he dropped in by 
accident where a famous irregular preacher 
Vf3L% diffeminating his Antinomian doc* 
irineis.^ Caught by his vehement but coarfe 
eloquence, and captivated by an alluring 
dodrine which promifed much while it re- 
quired little, he adopted the foothjng but 
£il1^cious tenet- It is true, I hear he is be- 
come a more refpeSable man in his con- 
du£t, but I doubt, though I have not lately 
ften him, if his prefent (late may not b^ 
jrather worfe than his former ones. 

** In the two previous ftagesj he was dif, 
turbed and difl&tisfied. Here he has takeii 
1:^ his reft. Out of this ftrong hold, it. is 
not probable that any fubfequent vice will 
ever drive him, or true religion, draw hifx)« 
He foretimes attends public worfhip, but 
as he >thinks no part of it but the fermon of 

u 3 much 



• » 



294 CCEL.£B«» 

xnnch .valtie, it is only when he likes the 
]»-eacher. He has little notion of the re« 
{peGt due to eftabliflied inftitutions, and 
does not heartily like any preeompofed 
forms of prayer, not even our incomparable 
liturgy. He reads fuch religious bodes 
only as tend to eftablifii his own o{»mons^ 
and talks and difputes loudly on certain 
dodrinal points. But an accumulating 
Chriftian,' and a Chriftian, who^ for the pbr- 
pofe of accumulation, is faid to be unchari*- 
table^ and even fomewhat oppreflive, is a 
paradox which I cannot folve, and an ano- 
maly which I cannot comprehend. Co- 
Vetoufnefs is, as I faid, a more creditable 
vice than Ned's former ones, but for that 
very reafon more dangerous. 

** From this fober vice/* faid I, ** proceed- 
ed the blackeft criipe ever perpetrated by 
human wickednefs ; for it does not appear 
that Judas, in his direful treaibn, was in- 
fligated by malice. It is obfervable, that 
when our Saviour names this fin it is with 
an emphatical warning, as knowing its mif- 
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duef to ibfe greater becaiife its fcandat was 
Ids. Not contiented with a (ingle clution^ 
he doubles his exhortation. ^ Take heed^ 
find bewdn of covetoufnefs/' 

After fome remarks of Sir John, which I 
do not retollefi:, Mr. Stanley fatd, ^^ I did 
not imend making a phflippic agaiiift co- 
vetoufnefs, a fin to which I believe no one 
here' is addi^edi Let us not, however^ 
})lume ourfelves in not being guflty of a 
vke, to which, as we have no natural bias^ 
jfo in hot committing it, we risfift ho temp- 
ta^n. What I meant to infift on was, that 
«3Qchan^ng a turbulent for a quiet fin^ or 
a fcandalous for an orderly one, is not re- 
formation ; or, if you will allow me th6 
ftirong word, is not converfion/^ 

Mr. Tyrrel, according to hfs appoint* 
ment, came to dinna*, and brought with 
him his ne]^ew> Mr^ Edward Tyrrel, whom 
he had lately entered at the uhiverfityj 
with a defign to prepare him for holy or- 
ders; Be was a Xveilndffpofed young man, 
but his previous education was faid to have 
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been very much negleS^> and lie vm 
rather deficient in the nfcef&ry leamkig. 
Mr. Stanley had heard that Tyrrel had twb 
reafons for bree41njg him to the church. 
In the firfl place^ he fancied it wa$ the 
cheapeft profeflion> and in the next he had 
laboured to infufe into him fome particu- 
lar opinions of his own, which he wHhed 
to difleminate through his nephew. Sir 
George Aflon having accidentally called^ he 
was prevailed on to flay, and Dr. Barlow 
was of thp party. 

Mr. Tyrrel, by - his obfervations, fcon 
enabled us to difcover that his religion had 
altered nothing but his language. He 
ieemed evidently niore fond of controverfy 
than of truth> and the whole turn of his 
conyerfation indicated that he derived his 
religious fecurity rather from the adoptiod 
of a party, than from the implantation of 
a new principle. ^^His difcourfe is al- 
tered/' faid Mr. Stanley, to me afterwards, 
^^ but I greatly fear his heart wd affe£lions 
remain unchanged/* 

Mr. 



Mr. Staxiley contrived for the fake of his 
ttt^e academical guefts, particularly youngs 
Tyrrel, to divert the convcrfation to the 
ful^e^ of learaiiig, more efpecially cleri- 
cal learning. 

In anfwer to a remark of mbe on the 
fati$£ffc6tion I had felt in feeing fuch a happy 
unjon of learning and piety in two clergy, 
men who bad lately dined at the Grove, 
Mr. Stanley faid, '^ Literature is an excel- 
lent things when it is not the beft thing a 
man has. It can furely be no offence to 
our Maker ta cultivate carefully his highefl: 
natural gift^ our reafon. In pious men it is 
peculiarly important, as the negled of fuch 
cultivation, in certain individuals, has led to 
much errpr in religion, and given much 
juQ: offence to the irreligious, who are very 
iharp fighted to the faults of pious charac* 
ters. I, therefore, truly rejoice to fee a 
higher cone of literature now prevailing, 
efpecially in fo many of our pious young 
divines ; the deficiency o^ learning in fome 
of their immediate predeceflbrs, having 

ferved 



ferved to briag not only tbemfetves, biit 
religion alfo into ccmtempt, dpecialiy with 
men who have only learning.*' 

TyrreL " I fay nothing againft the n^ 
ceility of learning in a lawyisr, becaufe it 
may help him to lead a jadge, and to mif« 
lead a jury ; nor in a phyfidan, becaufe it 
may advance his credit by enabling him to 
conceal the deficiencies of his art ; nor in 
a private gditleman, becaufe it may keep 
him out of worfe mifchief. But I fee no 
.ufe of learning m the clergy* There is my 
friend Dr. Barlow. I would willingly give 
up ail his learning, if he would go a little 
deeper into the do&riaes he profefles to 
preach/* 

Mr. Stanley^ ^^ I fiiould indeed think Dn 
Barlow's various knowledge of little value^ 
did he exhibit the fmalleft deficiency in the 
great points to which you allude. But 
whet^ I am perfuaded that his learning is fo 
far from detra£ling from his piety^ thit it 
enables him to render it more extenfively 
ufefuly I cannot wi(k him difpc^e^d of 

that 
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that knowledge which adorns hi$ religioa 
without dimin^ing its good eifeds.'' 

Tyrrel. " You will allow that thofe firft 
great publiihers of Chriftianity, the Apof- 
ties, had none of this vain learning/' 

Stanley. " It is frequently pleaded by the 
defpifers of learning, that the Apoftles were 
illiterate. The fad is too notorious and 
the anfwer, too obvious to require to be 
dwelt upon. But it is unfortunately ad- 
duced to illuftrate a pofition to which it can 
never apply, the vindication of an unlet* 
^ lered clergy. It is a hacknled temaxk^ but 
not the lefs true for being old, that the wif- 
Idom of God chofe to accomplifli the firit 
promulgation of the gofpel by illiterate 
men, to prove that the work was his own, 
and that its fuccefs depended not on the 
xnftruments employed, but on the divinity 
of the truth itfelf. But if thie Almighty 
chofe to eftablifli his religion by miracles, 
he chufes to carry it on by means. And he 
no more fends an ignorant pcafant or filher- 
man~to inftrufl; men in chriftianity now, 
than he appointed a Socrates or a Plato to 
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be {ts publifiier^ at firft. As, however^ 
there is a great difference in the fituatiom^ 
fo there may be a proportionable difference 
allowed in the attainments of the clergy. 
I do not fay it is necefiary for every vil- 
lage curate to be a profound fcholar^ but 
as he may not always remain in obfcurity^ 
there i^ no neceifity for his being a con- 
temptible one." 

Sir Johm " What has been faid of thofe 
who afied; to defpife birth has been applied 
alfo to thofe who decry learning ; neither is 
ever undervalued except by men who arc 
deltitute of them : and it is worthy of ob- 
fervation^ thaf, as literature and religioft 
both funk together in the dark ages9 fo 
both emerged at the fam^^^aufpicious asnu" 
, Mn Stanley finding thtt Dr. Barlgw was 
not forward to embark in a., fubjed which 
he confidere4 as rath^ perfbnal, faid, ^' Is 
it prefumptuous to obferve, that though the 
Apoitles were unlettered men, yet thofe 
inftruments who were to be employed in 
fervices fingularly difficult, the Almighty 
condefcended partly to fit for their peculiar 
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^ork by great human attainments. The 
apoftle of the Gentiles was brought up at 
the feet of Gamaliel ; and Mofes, who was 
deftined to the high ofEce of a great legif- 
lator, was Inflruded in all the wifdom of 
tile moil learned nation then esifting. The 
Jewilh lawgiver, though under the guidance 
of infpiration itfelf , did not fill his ftation 
the worfe for this preparatory inftitution. 
To how important a ufe t;he apoftle con- 
verted his erudition, we may infer from his 
condud in the moft learned and polifhed 
aflembly in the world. He did not un« 
ileceflarily exafperate the polite Athenians 
i^y coarfe upbraiding, or illiterate clamour, 
but he attacked them on their own ground. 
With what diCcriminating wifdom, with 
v^hat powerful reafoning did he unfold to 
them * that God whom they ignorantly wor- 
Clipped !' With what temper, with what 
elegance did he expofe their ihallow theo- 
logy ! Had he been as unacquainted with 
their religion as they were with his^ he had 
wanted the appropriate ground on which 
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to build his iiiftru£kion. He feized on 
the infcription of their own pagan altar, as 
a text from which to preach the dodrines 
of Chriftianity. From his knowledge of 
their errors, he was enabled to advance the 
caufe of truth. He made their poetry, which 
he quoted, and thdr mythology which' he 
would not have been able to explode, if he 
had not underftood it, a thefk from which 
to deduce the do&rine of the Refurre£Uon« 
Thus foftening their prejudices, and lettmg 
them fee the infinite fuperiority of that 
Chriftianity which he enforced, to the tneie 
learning and mental cultivation on which 
they fo highly valued themfelves. By the 
iame fober difcretion, accurate reafoning, 
and graceful* elegance, he afterwards ob- 
tained a patient hearing, and a favoural^ 
judgment from king Agrippa/* 

J)r. Barlow. ** It has always appeared 
to me, that a ftrong reafon why the younger 
part of a clergyman's life fhould be in a 
good me^^fure devoted to learning is, that 
)ie may afterwards difcover its compaiative 
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vanity. It would have been a lefs difficult 
.facrifice for St. Paul to profefs that ho 
had renoynced all things for religion, if he 
had had nothing to renounce; and to 
Copnt all things as drofs in tHe comparifon 
if he had had no gold to put in the empty 
fcale. * Gregory Nazianzen, one of the 
SBoft accompliflied mafters of Greek lite«r 
rature, declared that the chief value which 
he fet upon it was, that in poffeiling' it, he 
had fomething pf worth in itfelf to efteem 
^ nothing in comparifon of Chriftian 
truth. And it is delightful to fee Seldea 
^nd Grotius, and Pafcal and Salmafius, 
whom I may be allowed to quote, without 
being fufpeded of profefiional prejudice, 
^ none of them were clergynien, while 
they warmly recommended to others, that 
learning of which they themfelves were 
the mod: aftpnifhing examples, at the 
fame time dedicating their lives to the 
advancement of religion. It is delightful 
I fay, to hear them acknowledge that thdr 
{earning was only valuable as it put it in 
their power to promote Chriftianity, and 

to 
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to have fomethlng to facrifice for its 

TyrreL " I can willingly allow that a 
peet, a dramatic poet cfpecially, may (ludy 
the works of the great critics of antiquity- 
with fome profit ; hut that a Chriftian 
writer of fcrmons can have any juft ground 
for ftudying a pagan critic* is to me quit$ 
Hico%i€ei&a:bIe.'* 

Stanley. ** And yet, Mr. Tyrrel, a fermon 
IS a i^ork which demands regularity of plan» 
as well as a poem. It requires too fome- 
thing of the fame unity, arrangement, di- 
Tiiions, and lucid order as a tragedy; fome^ 
thing of the e^Lordium, and the peroration 
which belong to the compofition of the 
orator* I do not mean that he is confbntly 
to exhibit all this, but he fhould always 
undcrftand it. And a difcreet clergymafi, 
d^ially one who is to preach before au- 
ditors or the higher rank, and who, in or- 
der to* obtain refpeft from them, wiflies to 
excel in the art of compofition, will fcarcely 
bic lefe" attentive tb form his judgment by 
ibme acquaintance with Longinus and Quin* 
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titlan than ^ dramatic poet A writer. of 
Terfe, it is tnie> may pleafe to a certain de« 
jgree by t!ie force of mere gemu$, aud a 
writer of fermons will inftruft by the mere 
power, of his piety ; but xieither the one nor 
the other will ever write well, if they do not 
poflefs the principles of good writings and 
form themfelves on the modek of good 



writers." 
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Writing/' faid Sir John, " to a certaia 
degriee is an art, or^ if you plsafe, a trade» 
And as no man is allowed to fet up in an 
ordinary trade till he has ferved a long ap« 
prenticefhip to its mjfteries (the word> I 
think, ufed in indentures); fo naman (hould 
iet up for a writer till he knows fomewhat 
bf the myfteries of the art he is about to prac* 
tife. He may, after all, if he want t^lents^ 
produce a vapid and iheffictent bodk ; but 
poflefs what talents he may, he will, with- 
t>ut knowledge, produce a crude and indl« 
gelled one." - ^ 

Tyrrel. <' Still I infift upon it, that in 
a Chrifttan minifter the luftre of learning 
is tinfel, and human wifdom folly/' 

voJu« I. X . Statdijf. 



Samky. ^ I am cntktly of yonr ojumou^ 
if he reft in his leanoiog as an endinStttA 
of ^fing it as a meam ; - if the fame^ or the 
|ikafufe^ or even the hmnan jproSt of leaun- 
^ itig- be his ulditiate oisgeS. Leiaroing in a 
dergyman tvithout leKglon is drofs, is no* 
^icig i ikot fo religion without learning, I 
ma peifiiacfed liat nroch good is done by 
men^ho, though deficient in this tefped^ 
are abundant in 2eal and piay ; but the 
good they db artfea from the exerdoii 
6f ttiefar piety, and not from the defidenqf 
of their ieaniing. Hieir labours %r€ be^ 
nefidial fr(»i Ithe talent, they exereife^ «nd 
ncft from didr want of another ts^leat. Hus 
fyltk of God can vrork and often does work 
t^ fedbte in^umeats, tod divine truth by 
its ovm eiitiaipotent oergy can dkSt ks qwn 
purpofes. But particular Inftanoes do not 
go to prove that the mftnnnont o«ght not 
to be 'fitted and pofiihed, and fliarpenod foe 
its allotted work* Every ftudent fiiould 
be emuloufly tmtclifui that be do not di« 
iflJnifli the* ftock of profeflionai credit :by 

iut 






CfELBBS« 307 

IS$ kUenefs; he ihould be flSmioIated to 
iiidiifidual exertion, by bearing in mind 
that the Englifli clergy hare always been 
aUowed by forexgoers to be the moO: 
learned body in the world/' 

Dr. Barlow. ^ What Mr«. Stanley hat 
(aid of the value of knowledge does not at 
9ll mUitate againft fuch fundamentai 
prime truths £ts-^^ This is eternal life to 
ittQw God and Jefus Chrift whom he hat 
fysOf^ define to i»0tt» nothing, fare Jdbf 
Chrift. The natural man caiuiot know the 
things #f the fpirit.of God. The world by 
ssfdom hiev^ not God/ and a hundred 
itfher fuch pd&Bges/^ 

: Tyrrel^ ^^ Aye, Bodor, now you talk a 
£tjde more £ke a Chriftian minifter. But 
from- the greater part of what has been t& 
&rted, you ^ ill of you fiich advocates 
ioT human* reafon and human learnings as to 
jgiveism air of poiganifm to your lentiments.'^ 
Stanly. ^^ it does not diminifli the utility 
though it ahafes the pride of leammg, thai 
OtriftisBtty did not oome into the world by 
Immaa difcoveiy, or the difjttifitions of 

xi reafon. 



reafon, but by immediate revelation. Tbofe 
ivho adopt your Way of thinking, Mr. Tyrrel, 
ihould bear in mtud^ that the work of God, 
in changing the hearty is not intended to 
fupply the place of the huoxan faculdes. 
God expeds, in liis moft highly favoured 
fervants, the diligent exerciCb of their natu* 
ral powers; and if any human being has a 
ftronger call for the exerdfe of wifdom 
and judgment thatt another, it is a religious 
clergyman. Chriftianity does not fuper- 
fede the ufe of natural gifts, but turns them 
into their proper ^channeU. 
' ^ One diftinftiqn Ims often ftjruck me. 
The eneihy of mankind feizes on the foul 
through the medium of the paiSons and 
fenfes : the divine friend of n^n addrefies 
him through his rational powers— «|i&^ eyes 
of your nrtder/tandrng; being enUgbtemd^ 
fiiys the Apoftlc." 

' Here I ventured to obferve, ** that the 
higlieft piahegyric beftowed on oot of the 
i)righteff lunliharies of our church, is, that 
his hame is fddom mentioned without the 
' epithet judicms being prefixed to it. Yet 

does 



J 



ioeyHookct- want fervour ?*-lfcgs"I5)okw 
want zeal r Does Hooker want courage xii 
declaring the whole counfel of God ?" 
^ Sir yokn. ^* I hope we have now no cler- 
gymen to whom we may apply the biting 
farcafm of Dn South, onp fome of the popu- 
lar but illiterate preachers of the oppofit^ 
party in his day^ ^ that there was ^1 the con« 
fufion of Babel, without the gift of tongues.'^ 
• Stanley. ** And yet that pasty* produced 
fome great fehdars, and many eminently pi- 
ous men* But look hack to' that day, and 
efpecially to the period a little ^antecedent to 
it, at thofe prodigies of erudition, the old 
Inihops and other divines of our Church* 
They were, perhaps, fomewhat too profufo 
of their learning ih their difcourfes, or rather 
they were fo brimful, that they involuntarily 
overflowed. A jufler tafte^ in our time, 
avoids that laviih difplay, which then not 
^nly crowded the margin, but forced itfelf 
Into every part of the bddy of the work. 
The difplay of erudition might be wrong, 
but one thing is clear, it proved they had it ; 
|ind; as Dryden faid, when be was accufed of 
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We may juftly;' faid Dn Barlow, *^m 
the refinement of modem tafte, cenfure 
their prolixity, and ridicule their redundan- 
cies } we may fmile at their diyifions, which 
are numberlefs ; and at their fub-divifions 
which are endlefs ; we may allow that tlus 
labour for pcrfj^uity fometimes produced 
perplexity. Bullet us confefs they always 
Went i to the bottom of whatever they em^ 
barked m. They ranfacked the Aores of 
iBcient learning, and the treafures of modern 
fcience, not to indulge their vanity by oh* 
trading their acquirements, but to prove, 
to adorn^ and to illuftrate the dodrine they 
delivered. How incredible mud their in- 
duftry have been, when the bare tranfcript 
cf their voluminous folios feems alone fu& 
dent to have occupied a long life !*' 

"The method;' laid I, "which they 
adopted, of faying every thing that could be 
faid on all topics, and exhaufting them to the 
very dregs, though it may and does tire the 
paiieiice of the reader, yet it never leaves him 
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%l!^^;.j|»dof two evil? .]ia4,J5U5{,,5i9 ^xu 
Hhor. better t^ie tedious tbaoi fupoffici^f. 
From 2p 9verflpv|ng veffel yoji ii^y ^sttbef 
SK>re indeed thw you w^9. I^ut from ^ 
empty one you can gather notbjng," 

Tyrr^I. ^^ It spears to me thi(t you ;^i|I| 
to make a clergyman every thing but ^ 
ChriftiaUj and to beftow upon, him everj 
requifitie except faith." « 

Sf^nlfy. ^^ God forbid d)^ I i^ouI4 malp: 
any comparifoii between huifi^n le^miiig 
syad ChriftiaQ. principle ; the one u indeed 
lights than th^ du(( of th^ b^l^oe^ whei^ 
weighed againft the other. AU I contend fof 
18^ thitt they 9re ;npt incomps^tible^ w4^that 
iHiman knowledge, uf^ oi^ly ifi fnibfervj^ 
ey to that of th(? (erilitureas may f^y»nc^ 
the tOterdls of religion, ; For f he better chff' 
ridation of thofe fciiptHr^s, ^ pJergypi^ 
fi^uU kn^qir not a Jittlf lof apfiipnt 1^ 
gnagee^./Wirfiouj fpi^eiofi^t into rif^mote 
Jgiftory and awtlq^itiee, ^ppcisUy the J4^F44^ 
Ke wf U be unat^e tQ e]cp}^ wny pf this xq»n« 
ners and tu&^m^ r^orded ^ ia tlju^ fy^^ 

vohmi^ lg»£Mr»i99: m (om pf th^f^^p^ta 
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hat draxm many attadcs <m im- r^ighi^ 
^m fcq>t!cal writers^ • A^ to a rhoroogli 
Jmowledge of ecclefia(tical hiftpry, it would 
he fuperfluous to recommend that, it being 
the hiftory of his own immediate profeA. 
fion^ It i$ therefore requifite, not only for 
the general purpofes of in(lrud:ion, but that 
he may be .enabled to guard againft modem 
innovation, by HnQwing the origin and pre* 
grefs of the various herefies wkb which 
the Church in all ages has been infbfted/'^ 

Tjrreh ^^ But he may be thoroughly ac* 
quainted with all this an^ not faav^ o^a, 
Jpark of light.'' 

Df^rSarbw^ ^^ He may indeed, with deep, 
concern I allow it« I will go further. The; 
pride of learning, vihth not fubdued by cp*. 
ligton, may help tot ex^ngviifli that fyj^ri^ 
Reafon has been toq much decried by one 
party, and top much deified by the other* 
The difference between reaft>ni and. wvefat 
rion fisems to be the ian^ as between the eye 
and the light; the one is the organ of yifion, 
the other the fource of illuminatipa.^^ 

Tfrrei. " Take notice, Stanley, that*it t 
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cSh lielp it, rn never attend ' your ^doflSh " 
pliflied clergymaa,^ 

Stanky. (Smiling) «« I liave not ffll 
cdmpleated the circle of his accompIifli«- 
xhents. Befides \)i4iat we call book leam*-' 
ing, there is another fpecies of knowledge - 
in which fome truly good men are fad^ 
deficient, I niean an acquaintance with hu« 
ihan nature. The knowledge of the world, 
and of Him who made it: the ftudy of 
the heaH of man, and Him who has thcr 
hearts of all men in his hand, etiable-a 
ininifter to excel in the art of inftrufitidn 51' 
one kind of knowledge reflefting light iipoa - 
the otfeer. The knowledge of mankind 
then, I may venture to aflert, is, next to' 
religion, one of the firft requtdtes of t 
preacher; and I cannot help afcribing the 
little fuccefs >yhich has fametimes attended 
the miniftry of even worthy men, to their 
want of this grand ingredient. It will 
diminiih the ufe they might make of the 
great dodrines of our religion, if they are 
Ignorant of the various modiiScations of the 

hiiitian 



314 xatmm^ 

bnmaii cliaradier to wlvcl) ithoffer doflriiMi 

are to be addrefled. \ . 
T ^ ik« xiQ man ever ipadf a tme poet vxtft* 
out tlos talei>t> 0f)e may venture to fi^y^ 
llttt few wich<nit it have ^er made exswepi 
prefachers^ Deftitirte of thk, the m^ ela« 
borate addrefles will be only random H^t^ 
which* if they Jti?t» h will be more owing 
to chamre than to ikilL Without tkh 
Ijaowledge* warmed by Chriftian afie^pQ, 
gfiSdtd by Chriftian judgment^^ aAd tem^ 
pered with Chriitian meelqief^j^ a clergyf 
loaa will not be able in the pulpit to ao 
commodate himfelf to the various waot^ 
ef his hearers : without, this knoXvledgf 
m his private fpdritual viiits, he wi}l 
fefemble thofe empirigs* in. medicine w}ic> 
liave bu^ cHie method of treatment for 
all difeafes, and who apply indifcrimi* 
fiately the fame pill and the £stme drc^ 
to the varioijts diftempers of all ages^ 
ieses, and conftitutions,. This fpirit of 
accommodation does not confifl: in faUi* 
fjing, or abridging, or fpftfii^g,, ^r ,dii;. 



gllMing any truth ; but in appljping tnitli m 
€V€ry form, communicating it in et^ry direc<r 
tion, and diverting it into every channd, 
$ome good men feem fadly to forget that 
jprecept-^-maiing a difference'-^iov they 
a6: as if all characters were exa£lly alike/' 

"TyrreL ** You talk as if you would wift 
clergymen to depart from the. finglenefs of 
truth, and preach two gofpels." 

Stanley^ ^* Far from it. But though truth 
18 fiBgle, the human character is multiplied 
alpoft to infinity, and cannot be addrefled 
V^ith advantage if it be not well.underftood. 
I am aihamed of having laid fo . much on 
fuch a fubjeft in the prefence of Dr« Barlow^ 
vrho is filent through delicacy. I will only 
ddd, that a learned young clergyman is not 
driven for neceffary relaxation to improper 
amufements. His mind will be too highly 
fet, to be fatisfied with thofe light diveriions 
vhich 'purloin llime without affording the 
neceffary renovation to the body and fpirits^ 
which is the true and lawful end of all 
amufement. In all circumftances, learnin^^ 

confers 



confers dignity on his charader. It enables 
him to raife the tone of general converfa- 
fioR, and is a fafe kind of medium with 
perfons of a higher clafs who are not reR- 
gious, and it will always put it in his 
power to keep the ftandard of intercourfc 
above the degrading topics of diverfions, 
fports and vulgar goflip/*^ 

Dr. Barlow. " You fee, Mr. f yrrel, 
that a prudent combatant thinks only of 
defending himfelf on that fide where he is 
aflaulted* If Mn Stanley's antagonift had 
been a vehement advocate for clerical leam- 
mg as the great effential of his profeffion, 
be would have been the firfl: to caution hnn 
againfl the pride and inflation which often 
attend learning, when not governed by rc-r 
ligion; Learning not fo governed might 
injure ChrHUan humility, and thus become 
a far moi*e formidable enemy to relrgk>n 
than that which it was called in to oppofe/^ 

Sir John faid, fmiling, " I will not apply 
to the clergy what J^ffelas fays to Imtac, 
after he had been enumerating the number- 
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ids qaaKtki neceflaiy to the perfection of 
the poetic art — * Thou haft convinced me 
that no man can b^ a poet;' — ^but if alt 
Stanley fays b<; juft, I will venture to af^ 
fert that no common fliare of induftry and 
zeal will qualify a young ftddent for that 
facred profeifion. I have indeed no ex- 
perience on the fubjecl, as it relates to the 
clerical order, but I conceive in general 
that learning is the beft human prefervative 
of virtue ; that it fafely fills up leifure, and 
Jiohourably adorns life, even where it does 
nor form the bufmefs of it." 
. " Learning too," faid I, "has this ftrong 
recommendation, that it is the offspring of 
a moft valuable virtue, I mean Induftry ; a 
:quality on which I am aihamed ta fee Pa- 
gate frequently fet a higher value than 
ijee fcem to do*" 

" Jbelievc indeed," replied Sir John, " that 
the ancienti had a higher idea of induftry 
and fevere application than we have. Tully 
calls them the imperatoria n>irtutesy and 
Alexander laid thai^ flaves might indulge 
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m floth, but that it was a moil rdpl HbSa^ 
to labour »'* 

Stanky. ^ It has been the error of fenlU 
ble men of the world, to ereft talents and 
learning into idols^ which they would lucre 
vniverfally and exclufively worfiupped. 
This has perhaps driven fome religioixa 
men into fuch a fear of over-cuitivatiog 
learning, that they do not cuki?ate it at alL 
Hence the intervals between their religioat 
employments, and intervals there muft be 
while we are invefted with thefe frail bodies^ 
are languid and infipid, wafted « in trifling 
and iauntering. Nay it is well if thb di& 
€x:cupation ci the intellect do not lead fron 
fioth to improper indulgences/^ 

<^You are perfeftly right,*' faid Sir 
John, ^^ ear worthy friend Thomjtfon h 
a living illuftration of your remark% Be 
was at college with us ; he brought itom 
thence a competent ihare of bKiwledge | 
bas a fair underftanding, and the manaeii 
cf a gentleman. For feveral years paft^ he 
bas not only adopted a retigious chsrad^ 

but 



|»t.is:tnily pious. As he is much in earn^flb , 
lie very prdpeHy affigns a confidend>le por- 
•l&inof his time to religious reading. But 
#(. he is of no profeflion, the intermediate 
Imurs often hang heary on his hands. 
He continues to Kve in fome meafuite in 
ibc' world without the inconfiftency of 
tSBMing/ into its purfuits ; but, having 
renounced the (hidy of human learnings 
aadl yet accuftoming himfelf to mix occa« 
Anally with genera) fbciety, he has few 
jM>ic^ ui (Common with his company^ 
•but. is dull atid filent in all rational co)>- 
Ivisrfation, of which religion is not the pro- ' 
feflbd obje&. He takes fo little intereft 
in any literary or political difcuffion, how^ 
^ver ufisful, that it is evident nothing but 
itts good br^ing prevents his falling 
afleiep. At dbe fame time, he fcruples 
fiot to violate coafiftency in another refpeft^ 
ibr his table is fp elaborately luxurious, 
ibat . it feems as if he were willing to add 
to, the pleafares of fenfc, ^haX he dedu^ 
^om thpieof intelleS." 
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*^ I have often thought/' faid Mn Stttilef , 
•* of fending him Dr. BaiTow*> three femaub 
§n tnduftry in our calling Of- ChriJUans^ ih^ 
du/lry as gentlemen^ and induftrjOt fih$^ 
brs \ which fermons, by the way, I intended 
CO have made my fon read $t lead oa^e a. 
year, bad he Iived{ that he might fee the con* 
fiftency, the compatibilityy nay the analogy^ 
of the two latter with the former. I wifli 
the fpirit of thefe three difconrfea was 
infufed into every gentleman, every ficha« 
lair, and every Chriftian through the land. 
For my own part, I ihould have fedtt- 
lonfly laboured to make my fon a found 
fcholar ; while I fhould have laboured 
ftill more fedulouily to convince him that 
the value of learning depends folely on the 
purpofe^ to which it is devoted. I would 
have a ChrilUan gentleman able to beat 
the world ai its own weapons, and convince 
{t, that it is not from/ penury of mind^ 
f>r mability to diftinguilh himfeif in okbte 
mattei's^ that he applies himfeif to feek 
that wifdom which is from above ; that 
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big iocs not Sy to tvdigkm as a (betted ^om 
•Ibe igfionBlfty of iffi^^rzfice, bvik frpia ^ (jbap 
isotivij^ioh of the comparative v^ity iyi 
tlk9t fery -learnings which k^ yet iiS fo ^^ 
ilduous to aiiquire*'^ 

. During this qonverfation, it was amufing 

to obferve the different imprefliohs ^mad^ 

^n the minds of our two college gUeflsi^ 

Youpg Tyrreli who^ with ihoderat^ parts 

^und (lender applicadon^ had been taught 

to ^dopt fome of his untle^s dogmas as the 

theapeft way of being wife^ greedily fwal* 

lowed his eulggium of clerical ignorance* 

I Vrhich the young man feemed to feel as a 

vindication , of his own negleded ftudies* 

and an encouragement to his own mediocrity 

of intelled:. While the intereding young 

'baronet, though filent through modefly^ 

difcoyered in his imelligent eyes, evident 

. marks of fatisi^&icm, in hearing that litera« 

ture, for which he was every day acquiring 

jfi l^igher reliflh, warmly recommended as 

the bed purfuit of a gentleman, by the twp 

men in. the world, for whofc judgment he 
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entertained the bigheft reverence* At the 
fame dme it raifed his veneration for 
Chriftian piety, when he faw it fo fedu* 
loufly pradifed by thefe advocates for bti« 
man learning. 
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CHAP. XXlt 

JJuRiNO thefe c6nverfations, I remarked 
that Lucilla, though fhe commonly obfervbd 
the moft profound filence, had her attention 
always rivetted on the fpeal^er. If that 
fpeakef was Dr. Baflow, or her father, or 
^ny one who (he thought entitled to par. 
ticular refped, (he gently laid down het 
vrork, and as quietly refumed it when they 
had done fpeaking« 

I obferved to Sir John Belfield, after* 
wards, as we were walking together, how 
modeftly flattering her manner was when 
any of us were reading! How intelligent 
her filence I How well-bred her atten- 
tion! 

I have often contrafted it,'* replied he^ 
•* with the manner of fome other ladies 
of my acquaintance, who are fometimes 
of our quiet evening party^ When one 
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h reading hiftory, or any ordinary bodk 
aloud to them, I am always pleafed that 
they Ihould purfue their little employ- 
ments. It amufes themfelves, aid gives 
cafe and femiliarity to the focial circle. 
But while I have been reading, as has 
fometimes happened, a paflag^ of the 
higheft fublimity, or mod tender intetieft, 
I own I feel a little indignant to fee thft 
fiiuttle plied with as eager affiduity, as if 
^he deflinies themfelves were weaving the 
thread. I have known a bdy take up the 
candleftick to fearch for her knetting-piiiv 
in the midft of Cato^s foliloquy ; or fboop 
to pick up her fciflars, v(rbile "gantlet fays 
to the ghoft> * rU go no further.' I re*. 
ifnetnber another who would whifper atrofs 
the table to borrow filk while Lear has 
been raving in the florm, or Macbeth 
ftarting at the fpirit of Banquo ^ and make 
iigns for a tbread^paper, while cardinil 
Beaufort * dies, and makes no- fign.' ]^ay, 
once I remember when Iwas with much 
agitation hurrying through the gazette of 



ttie battle of Trafalgar, while f pronouQcedt 
alm^ft agonized, the lail memorable worda 
of the immortal Nelfon, I heard one lady 
lirhiipeF to another that ihe had i)roke her 
needle." 

^ It would be difpcult to determine/* rcr 
plied 'I, ^' whether this inattention moil 
betrays want of fenfe, of feeUng, or of 
£Ood breeding* The habit of attentioa 
ifaould be carefully formed in early life, 
smd then the mere force of cuftom woul4 
teach thefe ill-bred women ^to a0ume the 
virtue if they hav« it igiot." 

The family at the Grovis was with u^ 
an inexbauftible topic whoever we met, 
I obferved to Sir John, ^^ that I had fome.* 
times obferved in charitable families, a 
4i4>lay9 a buftle, a kind of animal reib- 
lefihds, a fort of mephanical b^oin to h^ 
^charitably bufy^ That though they fult- 
£lled confcientioufly. one part of the apo& 
tolic injun£Uon, that of ^^ giving,*' yet they 
failed in the other claulie, that of doing it 
*^ Fith fimplicity/' « Yes^" replied be, "I 
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vifit a charkable lady in the town, ivho uU 
mod puts me out of love mth benevalence« 
Her own bounties form the entire fubjed 
of her converfation. As foon as ^e 
breakfafl is removed, the table is always 
regularly covered with plans and propdfals 
and fubfcription papers. This difplay 

, conveniently performs the tbr^fold office 
of publifliing her own charities, furniihjng 
fubje£ts of altercation, and raiflng contri- 
butions on the vifitor. Her narratives 

^ really cb& me more than my fubfcription. 
She is fo full of debate and detail and op- 
po/ition ; fhe « makes you re^d fo many 
papers of her jown drawing up, and fe 
many anfwers to the fchemes of other 
people, and ihe has fo many objediions ta 
every other pcrfon^ mode of doing good, 
and fo many arguments to prove that her 
own is the beft, that &e appears lefs ^ke 
g benevolent Imf^y than a chicaning attor^- 
ney** 

, ^ " Nothing,*' faid I, ". corrects this bud- 
ding bounty fo completely, as when it is 
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iriixeid up with religion, 'I flioutd rather fayl 
sfji- \«ifeen it flows from religion. This mo- 
tive, i6 far from diminiihing the* energy^ 
^gmenfs it ; but it cures the difplaty, aiid 
eonterts the irritation into a principle. It 
^ansfers the aftivity ffbm the tongue to 
file heart* It is the only fort of charity 
which ^ bleffes twice/ . All charity, in- 
leed, blefies the receiver :^ but the blef&ng^ 
ptomkd to the giver, I have ibmetimes 
trembled to dunk, may be forfeited even 
by a generous mind, from oftentation and 
parade in the manner, and yrant pf purity 
kx themotive.*' 

** W Stanley *s family,*' replied he, in a 
more ferious tone, *'I have met with 
a complete refutation of that favourite 
maxim of the world, that religion is i 
dull thing icfdf, and make its profeflbra 
glocwny and morofc. Charles i I have 
often frequented boufes where pleafure was 
the avowed obje6t of idolatry. But to fee 
the votaries of the ' reeling goddefs, - after 
lucceffive nights paflfedin her t err pies i la 
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fte tbe langtriMT, tbe fiftldToefi^ the di&offf^ 
tcBt«~you would rather have taken theai. 
for her victims than her worfiippen. &6 
littlf inental viractty^ fp little gaiety of 
htarti In ftort, after no carele& oMnrva- 
li^n, I am compeKed to declare,, that ( 
never fa^tva forma lefs alike tha9 diofe 
0f. Pleafure and H»p{)inefs/' 

<« Your teftimony, Sirjohn,-^ faidl,''!! 
^ great weighf in a cafe of which you am 
ib eitperieoced a judge. What a different 
f^ene do we oow contemplate! Mr.Stan- 
]iey feems to h^ve diffufed hi$ own ^irH 
through the whole fomily^ What make$ 
kis ei^ampk of fuch efficacy is, that he con^ 
fders the Cbrifthm temperas fo confider« 
able a part of chriftiamty« This tempeip 
fttm$ to imbue hii whole Ibul, pervade hit 
whole condu^, and in^uence his Whole 
^nverlatidn^ I fee every day fome bdb^ 
Mcafipn tp admire bis caAdo\^r, hit hmnir 
Sty, his ccMfiftant reference^ not as f tofio 
|»f ^ourfe, but as a principle of conduft, 
to tbg gofpely as the ftandar^ by which 
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fifttoni are to be 'weighed. His confcien^ ' 
tlotur ftrifknefs of fpeech, his ferious re- ' 
proof, of calumnies, his charitable coiw 
ftniiflion of every cafe which has two fides ; 
* his fimplicity and godly iincerity ;' hit 
rule of referring all events to providential 
dire£Hon, an^i his invariable habit of vin^ 
dicating the Divine goodnefs under di£r 
p^nfations, apparently the moft unfavour^ 

Here Sir John left tne, and I could not 

forbear purfiiing the fubjeft in foliloquy as ^ 

I ^proceeded in my walk.-~I reflefted with 

jadmiration that Mr. Stanley, in his religious 

ctmver&tioa, rendered himfelf fo ufeful^ 

Ibecaufe, inllead of the imiform noftrum of 

fbe dnp end the pill^ he applied a differ^ 

cnt clafs of arguments as the cafe required' 

to' objectors to. the diiFerent parts of <;hri& 

tianity. To ill-mformed perfons, who adopt* 

. ^d a partial gofpel without underftanding 

it as a icbeme, or embracing it as a whole ; 

TT-to thofe who allow its truth merely on 

|he fame ground of evidence that eftablifhes 

the 
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the truth of any other welUautfaenticaftd 
HSkory ; and v/ho, fatisfied with this exter- 
nal evidence, not only do not feel its power 
on their own heart, but deny that k has any 
fnch jnfiu^iice on the hearts of others ; — 
to thofe who believe the gofpel to be a mere 
code of ethics — to thdr antipodes who af« 
fert that Chrift hgiS lowered the requifitions 
of the law : — to Lady Belfield who refts on 
her charities, — Sir John on his correftnefr, 
•r— Lady Aft on on ber aufteritics ;'-*-to this 
iQan who values himfelf folely on the itout- 
nth of hi9 orthodoxy, to another on the 
firmnefs^ of his integrity ; to a riiird on the 
pecuUarkies of his party,— ^to all thefe he 
addreffes himfelf with a particular view to 
their individual errors* This be does, with 
fuch a difmniinating application to the 
cafe, as might lead the ill-informed to fuf* 
pect that he was not equally earned in thofe 
other points, which, not being attacked, he 
does not feel himfelf called on to defend, 
J>ut which, had they been attacked, . he 
would then h^ve defended with equal zeal 

a$ 
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iU relative to the difcuiGon. To crown 
all, I contemplated that afiedionate 

4 

warmth of bes^rt, that fympathizing- kind« 
nels, that tender nefs of feeling, of which 
the gay and the thoughtlefe^ fancy they 
themfelves poflefs the monopoly, while 
.they make over^harflinefs, aufterity, and 
want of charity to religions men, as their 
infeparab^tcbaraileriftics* 

Tbefe ' qualities excite in my heart a 
feeling compounded of yqneration, and of 
love. And Oh! how impoffible it is, even 
in religion itfelf, to be difinterefted ? All 
thefe excellencies I contemplate with ^ 
more heartrfelt delight, from the prefump- 
tuous hope that I may one day have the 
felicity of conneding. myfelf ftill more ip^ 
t|imat|ply with thetn j 



CHAP. 



332 CCB£.I<BS. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

t 

OOME days after, while we were convcd* 
ing over our tea, we heard the noife of a 
carriage, -and Mr« Stanley looking out 
from a bow window in which he and I were 
litting, faid, it was liady and Mifs Rattle 
driving up the avenue. He had juft time 
to add, " thefe are our ^«f neighbours. 
They always make a vifit as foon as they 
come down, while all the g\o($ and luftre 
of London is fre(h upon them. We have 
always one regular routine of converfation« 
While her Ladyihip is pouring the fa&ions 
into Mrs. Stanley's ear, Mifs Rattle, whd 
is about Phcebe's age, entertains my daugh« 
tcrs and me with the hiftory of her own 
talents and acquirements.** 

Here they entered. After a few compli- 
ments. Lady Rattle feated herfelC between 
I^ady Belfield and Mrs,. Stanley at the upper 

8 end 



end of the room ; while the fine, fprightly 
boifterous girl of fifteen, or fixteen, threw 
herfelf back on the fofa at nearly her full 
length, between Mr. Stanley and me, the 
Mifs Stanleys and Sir John fitting near va 
within hearing of her lively loquacity. 

« Well, Mifs Amelia/' faidMr. Stanley, 

•* I dare fay you have made good ufe of 

your time this winter ; I fuppofe you have 

ere now completed the whole circle of tlw 

;irts.. Now let me hear what you have 

b^en doing, and tell me your whole aiduev- 

meilts, as frankly as you ufed to do when 

you were a little girl/' "Indeed/* replied 

file, " I have not been idle, if I mud fpeak 

the truth. One has fo many things to 

learn, you know* I have gone on with my 

French and Italian of courfe, and I am 

beginning German. Then comes my 

drawing mafier; he teaches me to paint 

flowers and (hells, and to draw ruins and 

buildings, and to take views. He is a good 

foul, and is finifhing a fet of pidures, and 

half a dozen fire icreens which I began for 

mamma. 
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mamma. He d^s help me to be fure^ hot 
indeed I do fome of it myfelf^ don't I^ 
mamma V* calling out to her mother, ivho^ 
ivas too much abforbed in her own narra» 
lives to attend to her daughter^ 

And then/^ purfued the young prattler, 
I learn varnifiiing^ and gildings and japan^^ 
ning* And next winter I ihall learn modeU 
Iing» and etching, and engraving in roez- 
zotinto and aquatinta, for Lady Di. Dafli 
learns etching, and mamma fays, as I ftati 
have a better fortune than Lady Di^ flie 
vows I (hall learn every thing fhe does. 
Then I have a dancing mailer, who teaches 
me the Scotch and Irifh fleps ; and another 
who teaches me attitudes, and I fhall fo<m 
learn the waltz, and I can ftand longer on • 
one leg already than Lady Di. Then I ha^-^ 
a Hnging mafter, and another who teaches 
me the harp, and another fpr the piano- 
forte» And what little time I can fpare 
from thefe principal things, I give by odd 
minutes to ancient and modern htftory, and 
geography^ and aftronomy, and^ grammar, • 



dUd botany. Then [ attend leftures oa 
chemiftry, and ezperini^ital philofophy^ 
for as 1 am not yet come out, I have 
hot much to dp in the evenings : and- 
mamma fays, there is nothing in the 
vorld that money can pay for, but what 
I- fhall « learn« And 1 run fo delight- 
fully £aft from one thing to another that 
I am never tired. What makee it fo plea-^ 
hnt is, as foon as I am fairly fet in with 
ofie mafter, another arrives. I ihould hate 
totbe long at the fame thing. But I (han't 
have a great while to work fo hard, for as 
fi^on as I come out, I fhall give it all up, 
except mufick and dancing.'' 

All this time Lucilla fat liftening with a 
fmile, behind the complacency of which Ihe 
ttied to conceal her aftonifhment. Phcebe, 
who had lefs felf-tontroul, was on the very 
verge of a broad laugh. Sir John, who 
had long lived in a foil where this fpecies is 
indigenous, had been too long accuftomed to 
all its varieties, to feel much aftonifliment 
at this fpecimen^ which, however, he^at con- . 

templating 



tethplating ^th philofophical, but difbJ^ 
ininating coolnefs* 

For my own part, my mind was whoUy 
abforbed in contrafting the coarfe mafinefs* 
of this voluble^ and intrepid^ but good 
humoured girl, with the quiet, cheerful^ 
and unafiiiming elegance of Lucilla« 

*^1 fhould be afraid, Mifs R^ttk,'' iaid 
Mn Stanley, **if you did not io<Jc in fudi 
blooming health, that, with all thefe incef^ 
fant labours, you did not allow yourfelf 
time for reft* Surely you never fleep?" 
*' O yes^ that I do, and eat too,'^ faid (be } 
<* my life is not quite fo hard and mopiag 
9s you fancy* What between ihopping 
and ihoming vifitings with mamma, and fee* 
ing fights, and the. park, and the gardens^ 
(which by the way, I hate, except oil a 
Sunday when they are crowded,]) and o»r 
young balls, which are four or five in a week 
after Eafter, and mammals . mufick jiartiea 
at home, I contrive to enjoy myfelf tole- 
rably i though after I have been prefente^f 
I ibaU be a thoufand times better off, for 

-then 
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i^tt Ifha^iit have a iflotaient id myfeifi 
** ^oa*f that be dellghtlul,** iaid 1% 
tilti&chii^ my arixl imh&c roughly^ bjvh^ 
i^ifeeaUidgmy atte&tiott^ whieh^ howevtiri 
^ feldOtn wandeired ? 

As ille had bbw ruH but bef L<mdott 
im(ti»i^Sj the iiews of the ndlghbouriiodcl 
text furnifiied a ftiE^ed for her vokibli 
Iky. Aft^r (he hid mentioned in detnA 
one or two ftories bf low viUage go&pf 
while I Wds woQdtiing hotr iiie could 
Cbme al thetQ^ flte fttiDck me dumb b]f 
quoting the Coachman as her siuthoHty* 
This efiigmsl Was fom e^plainiea. Thtt 
l&Mher aiiid diUgfa^eir having exSiaufted 
thdr diSi^nt t(^8 of difcourfe^ msaAf^ 
at the fame tittie, tl^ took their Isave^ 
121 order tb enriahf eyery fiunily. id thtf 
ibeighbbtirhobdy oft ^om iiaey wens go* 
ing ta caU> with thd iaifie valuable kno1ir« 
ledgtb whoch dbey had imparted tA tis^ ' ^ 
Mk Stanley cottduaed Lady Rattte^^ 
a&d I led her dailght^ $. but as I- offered^ 
to band her into the carriage, ihe ftartedi 
rouh ^ Vadc 
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Iback with a (prigHtly motion, and fdretal^ 
Cd out, ^* O no, not in the infide, pray 
Irel^ mt up to the* Dickey^ I always ^m* 
t^ I nevo* «;/// ride with any body bur 
the Coachman, if we go ever fa far/^ So 
ij^jng, with a ipring which (hewed how 
touch flie defpifed ihy affiftance, tfaie' Un^' 
tl)^ hoyden was feated in a moment, nod^ 
iKdg^ famSiarly at me, as if I had been^ 
9^ old friend. ^ 

; ;']^hen with a vdce, emulating that 
which, when paffing by Charing-Cmfs; 
I have heard iflbe from an over*Auffihl 
ftage vehicle, when a robuft failor has - 
ibiud his body oUt at the window, tht 
felr. creature vociferated, *^ Drive on; 
CoachmanT' Hef obeyed, and ihe, turning 
found her whole perfon, continued nod« 
diiig at me till they were out of fights 

V V .Here ia a mafs of accompIiflimeEits/' t 
faid I, '^ without one particle of mind, , 
que ^ray of coi^mon fioife, or one fiiade 
cEf.delics^y! v^Sqrely fomewhat le& timei 

I:V-..n 1..;. ■ 1. ; ••',. -^^aad' 
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^*ld^ ittoiiey' might harre landed to 
qualify a cdmpaaicm fot the Coachman. 
- " What poor creatiibej arc Vfe inen,*^ 
faid I to Mn Stanley as^ fooioi slb he earner 
m! " We think it very well ^ if after mu^h 
labotjr and- long application^ We can at*^ 
taiA to one or two of the innumerable ac«- 
qiirements cf this ^y little girL N^" 
is this I find ^e rare atchi€[vement dT 
one happy genius-^There i^ a whole; 
claifi of theib mliraculoas females* IMSft 
Rattle . ' * 

Is knight o^ th* (hire, and reprefents them slL^ 

» » • 

•? It is only young ladie*,** replied Kc^ 
« whofe vaft abilities, whofe mighty grafp 
of mind, can take in every thing. Among' 
men, learned men, talents are commoni/ 
diredied into fonle one channel, and for« 
tunate is he, who in that one attains to 
excellence. The linguHl is rarely a paint« 
er^ nor is the mathetnatldah often a poet. 
Bven in one profeffion there are divifions* 
and fubdivifions. The fame Lawyer 
^' ' '"': z a never 
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ngye^ tl^nks of i>r«fidiiig> both te tjbff 

icety. Thfe-fqisQce qi hos^g is oot only 

bm w t^e profeffion of Suijery onlyn 
iioy many are the fubdjivifi(9fli$ ! One f^^i 
fe0br (iiid«itcikt0 tlie cfjre^ wither the ewi: 
ian^ > dj^ird f^t> teetk But vomw^ ai^P 

JStlo^% i^b^ ^mvar&l, tmumptetnt/ 

S^id^i^s vof^z^ even, at tbe age of ^a. 
f^dbMl-boy, «n^ wt^s tbfi iifliole . ramge, 

of artSji attacks the whole circle of %W 

y -^ir^gljtyt mazci and quite, "mthox^^ % 

th^ tfi^h i^jT; the. tnisfortuxKi does not ib 
ittuch cpniifl^iii their leannng every- tl^pg. 
aUjiji their l^p^ing nothing;; rl la^^^ 
Hgfhiftgwsll. ;\5fhen gold, is lj«^en.. out, 
igt vxd^ji tbei: la9iiiia nwfl. npeds be. very^ 
tlujit 4*^. 7PH wj ohCsryc,^ the. j»orc 
v^^^f attamqaems, thottgl^.tl^e^^ are not 

iiD^^^back ground: ^^o)^ are to be picked 

up 
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lip cm of lh6 ddd remffioitt of dlat dmi^ 
the fum of whicb it devoted to frivoloni 
«ca)ittf>lifliiifietit«« All thU gay confUfioyi 
tf aiqdiretaients, thefe hd&iAj fj^^fidori^ 
tUs Rkperfiuity of enterpri«i^, eniimerstlDil 
in the firft part t>f her cataloj^e^ ii thf 
real bujinefs of educatioD> the hi|er pati 
^ ineidental, aikl if not taught \% iiot teahit. 
- ^^ As to the ledures fo bbaiSfuHy tiietiA 
tiohedy they may be doubtlrfs made i^^ 
tfefttl fdbfidiarie^ to iaftinaioti. The^ 
iftofl happily illtiflrate book-kns^dge f 
but if the pdpifd inftrufisons in pritatt 
do not precede, and keep pac^ Wit^ thefil 
ufeful pttUic exhibidons, htc knoWl^^# 
^H be only prefamptooua ignorailec^ 
She may learn t^ talk of Mcygett atid bj^ 
drogen^ and detiagrationy s^ tHcdhrtlofJii 
but ffae will kiioiitr ftething of thic iclenei^ 
except the terms; It is noli knowing fh^ 
name of his toots diat makes^ at^ artillK 
tod I (heuld be afraid of the tanity ^\&t\i 
fEi^ fupetficia! kifoi^mation Would cmt^ 
ihunfcste to a^ jmnd^ not pi-evioufly prW 

z J pared. 
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loredy liof exerdfed at home in corre^ 
fpondmg ftudies. But as Mifs Rattle hor 
neffly confefied^ as foon as flie cqmes out, 
all thefc things will die away of them^ 
felves, and dancing and mufic will be aU 
jfioliidM which will furviVe of her multi*> 
fitfibus pjurfuits/' 

» 

. ^^ I look upon the great predominance 
of mufic in female education/' faid Mr* 
Stanley^ f^ to be the fource of more mifchief 
tfaad ' is fufpe£|:ed ; not jfrom any evil in 
the *tfaing itfelf!^ but from its being fuch 
9 gulph of time^ as really to leave little 
:^m'for'lQlid acquifitio^s. I love mu-* 
fie, iad were it only cultivated as an amufe^ 
nem^ fliculd commend it. But the 
jnonlbous proportion, or rather difprar 
portion of fife which it fwallqws up,^ even 
In many religious families, and this is 
the cMef fubjefl of my regret, has con-i 
yerted an innocent diverfiou into a pofit 
tive ^fim I queftion if many gay men 
devote more hours in a day to idle pur^ 
pftfesV th^xi the daughters q{ piany piou^ 

v^ parentfi 



parents fpend in t)i|s .amufeinetttA ' All 
thefe hours , the mind lies felbw, improve*, 
mentis at a ftand^ if even it does notre^: 
trogade. Nor is it the ihreds and /craps 
of time» (iolen in the intervals of better 
things, that is fo devoted ; but it is . the 
piorning^ the prime» the profitable, the 
a^ve hours, when the mind is vigorotts^r 
the fpiri^s light, the intellect aws^e and 
freih, and the whole being wound up by 
the refrefiiment of fleep, and animated by 
the return of light and hfej for nobler icr* 
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^* If," faid Sir John, ^* mufic . were cul* 
tivated to embelliih retirement^ to be 
pra£Ufed where pleafbres are fcarce, ami 
good performers not to be had, it wpuUl 
quite alter the> cafe» Bijit the truth is,, 
thefe highly taught ladies a rqoot only liv< 
in|^ in public, where they coniiantly hear 
the mod ex(iuii|t|s profeflbrs, but they, « 
hav^ them alfo at their own ho|ite*: 
Now one of thefe two thipgs muft.hap« 
pen* llither the performance qi tbp \*^T 

Z 4 will 
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^HiiH be fp lafieridr fts^ not (o le t»orfi 
hotamg on th^ cbtDparilbn, (A* to^good 
ttet Ibe wiQ 6x117 herftlf the mal^ ixb % 
(lead of the ^trofei of the petibrmer, 
triioiA file had biitter pay atid praife diaa 
iniitl^sly oimilat^.^ 

: ^ This an^iouis^ ftraggle to niach die 
vnttaiiiable eatcelleBce of the profeftn*,^ 
jUd Mr, Stanley^ ^^ often brings to my 
H^nd the co^iteft for vidory between the 
^bMona nightingale and the angry 
lutaiM in Ihe b^mifbl Froluficm of 
5trada.'^ 

•' ^ ii^ 18 to the ^redondnasce of this «rta- 
kttt/^ relied I^ <' that I afcribe the want 
4i compuionableneft of which I 'com- 
j^ain* The eii^ttence of muQcal per« 
Sormance it a d^orattd fcreen, behin4 
which all defefts in dpmeftic knowledge^ 
m tafte, Judgment and literature, and the 
taient8> wbic^ make an elegiant companions 
;!m tareditabty cioncealed/^ 
•-*>. I haife made,'^ (aid Sit John, ** an^ 
^^ #n^- TottOg ' ladies^^ who ftom 
• '^ ^ ** . apparciH 



wpp»xA Ib]nie& do siot jcia In the irmi* 
veifation of a imall feleft. {^^uty^ ate aU 
miys ready enough to entertain them vnih 
amfic <m the llighteft Inntt purely it ii 
«|ttaUy xnodcft to fi^y as to Jbig^ efpeeiaL* 
ly to fidg tbofe melting ftrains we fome^ 
times bear fimg^ and ^i^h we fliould b$ 
idbamcd to hear faidt After all, how few 
{lOurs are there in a week, in which i^ asstti 
isngaged in the purfuits of life, and a w<>w 
man in the duties c^ a family^ wlfli (9 
employ in mufic^ I am fond of it my* 
felf, and l^ady Belfieid ptays admirably s 
Jaiit mth the. cares infepsurable from/ tte 
ConfcientioiEis difcharge of her dqty, v^ 
fb 9iany children^ I|ow little lime has ftft 
tO; play, or I to Menl But there U na 
day* no honr^ no meal in which i do mot 
^i^ »i her the evep^ready pleafitre of a^ 
fleg^t and int^el^ng cotipanion. 4^ 
Jmp^ of (fok, when all • goes finoothljr, 
ysmtB to. Ik enten^ned; npider ireatatioft 
. t9 be. foothed i m diffiodiies to be cwn- 
Ifijibd ; in forrow tp be comforted. In 

9 mere 
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a mere artift c^n 1^ reafonably look for 
thefe refources ?** 

*^ Only figure to yourfelf/' replied Mn 

Stanley, ^^ my fix girls daily phyxDgthcii 

four hours a piece, which is now a aaode^ 

rate allowance! As we have but one 

inftrument, they muft be at it in fuc*^ 

ceffion^ day and Bight, to keep pace with 

their neighbours. If I may compare l^t 

things with ferious ones, it would reiem* 

ble,'* added he, fmiling, ^^ the perpetual 

pfalmody of good Mr. Nicholas F^rar, 

who had relays of muficians every 'fix 

hours to fing the whole Ffalter through 

every day and night ! I mean not to lidi^ 

cule that holy man; but my girls thus 

keeping their ufelefe virgils in tum^ we 

fliould only have the melody without any 

of the piety. No, my friend i I will have 

but two or three finging birds to cheer 

my little grove« If all the . world are peiw 

formers, there will foon be no heai^rs* 

Now» as I am xefolved in my own family. 
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tliat fcHiie ihall liften, I \v!ll have but 
few to perform/' 

5* It muft be confefled/' faid Sir John, 
'^ that Mift kattle is no fervtle imitator of 
the irapid tiibe of the fuperficialty accom* 
pI10ted. Her violent animal fpirits pre* 
vent her from growing fmboth by attri* 
tion« She is as rough and angular as 
rufticky itfelf could have . made her. 
Where ilrength of char^Ser, however, » 
only marked by the worft concomitant of 
Arength, which is coarfenefs, I ihouU 
almoll prefer inanity itfelf.'' , 

^* I ihonld a little fear,'^ faid' 1, *' that L 
lay Jtoo much ftrefs on compaaionablenefs | 
on the p&fitive duty of being agreeable ai 
borne, had I not early iearht the doftrine 
frona my father, and feen it exemplified 
fo happily in the p^adice (^ my mother.** 

^* I entirely agree with y(Ki, Charles," 
faid IVfr. Stanley, ^^ as to the abfolnte 
moralky of being agreeable, and ev^ 
afitertaining in^ one's own fstinily circle^ 
|3othiiig< fo £Don^ and fo ^ certainly 

wear 
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wears out the hapjnneft of married {leK 

fons, as that too commiOii bad efie£t of 

famitiarity, the finking down into dol- 

nefs and infipidity } n^le&ing to keep 

alive the fiame by the delicacy wluch 

firft kindled it } want of vlgilaiice in 

keeping the temper cheerfiti by Chriftian 

difctpline, and the faculties bright by 

conftant ufe^ Mutual affection decaji 

of itfelf, even where shore is no gr^ 

moral turpitude, without mutual ea« 

deavours^ not only to iooproYe^i hut A 

;^mufe." 

♦f This/* conttaued he, *« fe mrts of the 

great arts of bom cnjcytnem^ - Tkit it 

is ib little jMra^ifed, a€X;ounts in a ^ood 

Bieafttre for the tindomeftic turn. of to6 

SBSiny married perfons. The tnan aieets 

atbroad wiUi amufemem^ and the wcMtaaQ 

Iritb afttentioos, ta whieh diey art not 

accuilomed at home. Whereas a caqpa* 

dty to pleafe <»i the cxne pabrt, asid a 

difpofition ta be fileaftd on the dtber^ ^ ioi 

fhcir own beufi^, would m^ke m^A ^i^tt 

appear 



appear dull* But then the dirpofitiaa 
and the capacity muft be cuhivated an^ 
tecedently to marrxagd. A woman, whofe 
iirhole education has been rehearfal, will 
always be dull, except flie lives on the 
ftage, conttantly difplaying what fhe has 
been feduloufly acquiring* Books on 
the contrary, well chofen books, do not 
!ea3 to exhibition* The knowledge a 
woman acquires tn private, deiires no 
witnefles ; the poffeffibn is the plcafure* 
It ' improves herfelf, it embellifhes her 
family fociety, it entertains her hufband, 
it informs her children. The gratifica- 
don is cheap, is fafe, is always to be had 
it home/' ' 

*^ It is fuperfluous,** faid Sir John, ^* to 
decorate women fo highly for early youth ; 
youth is itfelf a decoration. We miftak- 
ingly adorn moft that part of life whicK 
lead requires it, and negleft to provide for 
that which will want it moft. It i^ foi^ 
that fober period when life has loft its' 
freflihefs, the paffions their intenfenefs, 

7 and 
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and tbe fpiritr their hilarity, that w^ {boQJfi 
te preparing. Our wifdom would be to 
amicipate the want$ of middle life^ to lay 
in a {lore of notions, ideas^ principles and 
habits^ which may preferve^ or transfer 
to the mind that afiedion, wjbich was ai* 
firft partly attracted by the perfon^ But 
to add a vacant mind to a form which 
has ceafed to pleafe^ to provide no ffi>i* 
fidiary aid to beauty while it lafts^ and. 
e^ecially no fubfticute when it is de- 
parted^ is to render life comfortle(s, .and 
marriage dreary." 

. '* The reading of a cultivated woman," 
fald Mr. Stanley, ^^ commonly otcupies 
kfs time than the mufic of a mufica| 
woman, or the idlenefs of an indolent 
woman, or the drefs of a vain womaxi^ 
pr the diilipation of a fluttering woman; 
ftic is therefore likely to have more lei- 
fure for her duties, as yrell as more in^ 
clination, and a founder judgment for 
performing them. But pray obferve, 
that I alTume my reading woman to be 

areli- 



Ik r^Ugktes weman } and I ^iH iiot anf^cner 
£or the eSt& of literary vanity, n^ore 
ijian for that of any other vamty. In a 
msad not habitually difciplined by ChriT* 
ttaii princ^les, the only fafe and in£sd« 
lible antidote for knowledge of every 
hiod/ 

i.B^re we had finiihed our converfaw 
^0% we were interrupted by the arrival 
of the poft. Sir John eagerly opened 
the newfpaper^ but inftead of gratifying 
OttT impatioAce. with ' the intelligence for 
which we panted from the glorious Spar' 
Biards, he read a paragraph which dated 
^Vtfaat Mifs Denham had eloped wtdr 
Si^ior Squallini^ that they were on their 
way to Scotland, and that Lady Denham 
had been in fits ever fince/' 
^ lady Belfield with her ufual kindnefs 
was beginning to es^prefs how much flie 
pitied her pld acquaintance. ^* My dear 
Caroline/* faid Sir John, " there is too 
much fubftantial and inevitable mifery 
in the world, for you to wafte much com« 
paffi<»i 'On this foolifh woman. Lady 

Denham 

\ 



*5* 

l>mh2Utl has tittle reafoti M be fttq^nied 
ftl an event which all ^rciafbuable peojd^ 
muft have aUtic^ated. R'dvokiiig and 
dt%raceful as it is> tirhae has (he to 
UaJme but her oij^ infetuatioli ? I%il 
Ikalian was the afibciate of ~all hef |4e2M 
fures ^ the conftant theme of her adfriAra^ 
iioTu He was admitted when ha' firidids 
irere excluded* The girl was conimusUy 
keaHng that mufic was the beft gift, and 
that Signor Squallini was the beft gifted^ 
Mifs Denham'^ added he laughing, ^ had 
kiore wit than your Strada^s nightingale« 
Inftead of dropping down dead on the 
late for envy, Ate thought it beft to rutf 
away with the lutanifl for love^ I pity 
the poor girU however, who has fimiiifaed 
fuch a commentary to our text^ and wha 
IS rather the vidtm of a wretched educa<« 
tton than of her own bad propenfities^*^. 
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ilAD gietaei^ly found that a Sunday 
j>8ified in a vifit was fo Ke&vy a daj^ chat I 
bfA been s^cuftomed fo to arrange my en^ 
gagemeatS) as eodimonly to exclude this 
from the^ays fpem from home* I had of- 
ten fisufid diat even where the #eek had 
been pleafimtly occupied, the neceffity of 
paffing feveral hours of a leafon peculiarly 
defigned for religious purpofes^ with peor 
pie whofe habits have little fimilarity with 
our own, either draws one into their re^ 
laxed mode of getting rid of the day> or 
drives one to a retirement, which, having 
an unfociable appearance, is liable to the 
reproach of aufterity and gIoom» 

The cafe was quite different at Stanley 
Orove* llie ferioufnefs was without feve* 
rity, and the cheerlnbiefs had no mixture 
of levity* The femily feemed more than 

VOL. i« A A ufually 
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ttfaally animated, and there was a rarietf 
in the religious ]purfuitt of the young peo- 
ple, enlivened by intervals of cheerful and 
improving converiatioQ^ v^hifih particularly 
ftruck Lady Belfield. She obferved to mej, 
that the difficulty of getting through the 
Sunday, without any nui^titfe of woddly 
occupations or amufemepts oa "thoi ^Mt 
band, or oif difguft and wearinefs oa the 
Dther^ was among the msudiy right ihiiigf» 
which ihe had never beea able to ucom^ 
pliih ia bev'OWA &mily. 

^^$ we walk^ from ehui!ch one Sjmdny, 
Mifs Stsunley told me that her father dMs^ 
not approve thtf habit of iriticifii% the 
fermon» He faya that the ci^om of poioti^ 
ing out the finults^ oomot be idaintaHOMi^ 
wit)io4t the cuftom of watching for theo^ 
«-ithat it gives the attentioa a \trroD^ tmti^ 
and leads the hediret only to treafure up fuch 
paflfages as may ferve for anitdadverOon^ 
and. a difplay, not o{ Cbriftfan temper^ but 
of critical ikiU. If the getieral t^aw and 
principle be ri^it,, that is tb& main p^iM^ 

they 



ttitey afe B k>ok h>, ahiii not ib Hii&t fof 
^(ffltilogioLl ei-rbrs^Thai thi heii-er #bUld 
do Avikii td 6blkrve» whethef it i§ hdt << h6 
ftift fl^i" iis URdi it leaftj lis *< H6tfti» 
fibB^ ;" & i'eni^irk ikethplifl^cl at ihUfcfi, tf 
ofteti a§ oA lh« otbafion \/Incli fu^^ll^ 
fti'^that k Critical Qlirii ik the «to^A tMit 
can W brdught oUt df chtii^dii bddg tt 
^pfeoni (c^ im Utttomt»l^ miild; aild an 
tnAtnte, Mi whatdVeir th^ Rhma iMy 
hxv€ ioht for KfthdH, ii hy fidt BehefitsJ 
fbitivmtri ' 

H«jre Illtr. titahley jofned ust I /bond h^ 
did htit eamuagb iik fkimly to iaite dotWft 
the femabi **lt is lid diljpithtg^tUeht/* 
^ h^ to the difcbtoft pheacfiM, td 
prdiime that thete ttiiy h6 a& ^odd already 
piMeA* Why thftrefbi^ hbt read the 
printed liinndn at hctOi ia the eVehihg, ift^ 
ffead of diat» by which you ou^ht td havd 
f>een itiiprotring while it Ms deliVcirifig ? If 
it ht ttnt that ^//i& ircMi^ bf hiarih^, an 
tAftriot fihnbii, * cbtning Wariil and inftarit 
firom the heart,' affifted by all the Torrouhd^ 
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tag folemnldes, which make a ktmonigatJ 
k different from one read^ may ftr^ce more 
forcibly than an abler difcom'fe coolly per* - 
ufed at home. In writing, the mechanical 
z6t mud necefiarily leflen the effed to the 
writer, and to the fpedator it cKminifties 
the dignity of die fcene^ and feems like 
ihort iumd writers taking down a trial. 

<^ But that my daughters may not plead 
this as an excufe for inattention/' continued 
he, ^' I make it a part of their evening duty 
to repeat what they retain, feparatdy to me 
in my library. The confciouihefs that this 
repetition will be required of them, ftimtu 
Ifttes their diKgence ; and the exerdfe itfdf 
not only ftrengthens the memory, but 
habituates to ierious refledion/* 

At tea, Phoebe, a charming warm- 
hearted creature, but who^ now and then, 
carried awiy by the impulfe of the moment, 
forgets habits and prohibitions, faid, ^^ I 
think papa. Dr. Barlow was radier dull tOf- 
day. There was nothing new in the fer- 
mon^'* *^My dear,*' replied her 6ther, 

** we 



^ we do not go to cfafurch to hear newsi 
Chrilltaiiity is no novelty ; and though it h 
tHie that vrc go to be inftnided, yet we re* 
quire to lie reminded full as much as to be 
taught* General . truths are what we all 
aduiowledg^ and aU forget. . We acknow* 
ledge them, bocaufe a general aBent of the 
imderftanding coftli but little ; and we for« 
getthem, becaufe the remembrance would 
force upon the confciince, a great deal of 
pradical hboun To believe^ and remem* 
ber^ and ad upon, common, undi^ute^, 
general truths, is the moft important part of 
reiigiou. This, though in iad very diiSicult^ 
is overlooked, on account of its being fup* 
pofed very eafy% To keep up in the heart a 
livdiy impreffion of a few plain momentous 
truths, is of mo^^e ufe than the ableft dif- 
cuifion of a hundred controverted points. 

<« Now tell me, Phoebe, do you really 
tlunk that you have remembered and prac- 
tifed all the inflrudions that you have re- 
cdved' from Dr. Barlow^s fermons laft 
year I If you have; thougli you will hs^ve 

A A 3 a better 
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a better right to be cmicftU you vitt h% {eft 
tffpofcd to he fb. If jom have nol^ do BQt 
complain that the fermon it not ntmj tUl 
you have made all poffible life of tfae«6l4 
'Ones; which if yon had done, you vpuld 
have acquired £6 much luuuiUty^ that you 
would meddy liAen even ta what yxni A 
veady know. But faowrevee the difiDoiuie 
may have been fiiperfluous to f^oh deep 
^inet as l^ifs Phoebe Stanley, it will, be 
very ufeful to me, and to other . hearer^ 
^o %re not fo vife«^^ 

Poor Phoebe coloured up to her ears: 
tears ruih^d into her eyes« She was .fo over^ 
come wth fhame, that reg2\idle& of the 
company, .flie fle^ into her fiither'a arms, 
and fo£tJy whi^E>fred, that if he woul^ Sk»» 
ffYe her fooUih vanity, ihe would neves 
again be above bciag taught. The fond^ but 
i^ot blind fathei^ withdrew with her, Lu« 
dUa followed, with looks oj am^ious Iovei» 

During their fliort ab&nce, Mrs, Stanley 
fttd^ ^* Lucilla is fo pradically aware of the 
tiruth a£ hm &t^V obfe]:vatioi\, that &< 

pften 



titm 6Bfs &e fiiids ^ B^uch ftdra&tage as 
]rfeGfuYf in teat^hing :^th6 diBdr^ at her 
fi:ho0l» ThSlsf etementary inftnidUon ob« 
figes her eomihually to recur to firft prin- 
dpfed, . ^d to keep coiqifEahtly appermoft 
in her mind thofe ^eat truths^ contained th 
^ lu^des of oar belief, the command* 
ment^, and the pvayer taught by our Re« 
Werner. This perpetual fimptifying of re« 
K^Qii &e aflbres me^ keeps her niore hum- 
Me, '6xes her attention on fond^mental 
truths, and makes her more tlndiffisreiit to 
eontreverted points.'^ 
* kt ft few mumtes Mr. Stanley and hh 

♦ 

daughters returned cheerful and h^ppy:. 
JLiUciUa fmilin^ like the angel of peace and 
love. 

«* If I were not afrsud/* laid Iiady Belfield, 
^ of felling under the fame ccnfure with my 
fi^end Phoebe," fmiling pn the fweet girl, 
^l (hould venture to fay, that I thought 
^ the fermon rather too fcvere.** 

^ Dp not be afraid, Madam^'' replied 

Mr. Stanky ; ^^ though I difapprove that 
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cheap and cruel critidfm wbidi makes s^ 
iMfi an effendir.for a nmrd^ yet difcuffioir 
does not neceffarily involve c&iforioafiie& }• 
fo far from it» it is fair to difcu& whatever 
ieems to he doubtful, and I fl)aU be glad (i 
hear your ladyflup's obje^ons/^ 

*< Well then/' reptied ^9 in Ae nipft 
modeft to|ie and accent, ^^ mth all my re- 
verence for Dr., Barlow, I thought him a. 
little unreafonable in feeming to e9Epe£t 
univerial goodnefs from creature* rwhom 
h^ yet infifted wer« fallen creaturas.'^ 

«^ Perhaps, Madam,^^ iaid Mr. Sta&ley, 
^^ you mlftook his meting, for he sq>poar* 
ed to q>e p^rfeQIy qonfiftent, not only witlv 
himfelf, but with hi$ invariable rule and 
guide, the fcriptures* Sandification, vriU 
you allow me to uf(; (0 ferioj^s a word, how^ 
ever imperfect, muft be univerfalt It is not 
the improvement of any one faculty, or qua^^ 
lity or tepiper, which divines ines^i, when 
they fay we are renewed in part, jfo much as^ 
that the change is not perfefi, the holing' 
IS Qot complete in any part, or power, o^ 

feculty^ 



ftcultyy^hoBgh^rogreffive in all " He who 
«al7ieftly defirc^ an univeifal vidory oiref- 
in, knows >whieh of his evil difpofitionf 
or aSe^ons it is that h yet unfubdued; 
'Shis rebellions enemy, he vigilantly fet| 
himfelf to watch againft, to ftruggle with, 
andy finrottgh divine grate, to conquer* 
The teft of iiis fincerity does not To mucli' 
qpnfift in avoiding many iautts to which 
be has no temptation, a^ in conquering 

that one to which his natural bent and 

< 

bias forcibly impel him/' *' 

3Lady Bel&ld laid, ^^ But is it not impo& 
fiUe to bring every part of our nature 
under this abfolute dominion ? Suppofe a 
man is^ very paffionate, and yet very cha<» 
litable ; would you look upon that perfoa 
to be in a dangerous ftate ?'' 
; '^ It is not my province, Madam^ to de« 
cide/' replied Mr. Stanley, ^ ^^^/ ^ 
Biihop Sanderfon fays, Vreferves this 
r9yaby to biotfelf of being the fearcher of 
liearts/ . I cannot judge hpw far he refills 
mRtj, nor if^hat are kis fecret ftruggles 

againfl: 






jig^nft it, God, whp ^isff&s. ast perfec-r 
<ioB, expca* fiaceirity, :rTlvwgb C9»plfffe 
Wiroi:5e4 g094Qef8 is ^o^ ^p ^e ^tt^j^d in 
this imp^r£e£i A<\t^, y^ t]ie:e4kfii# .difiw 
•ffter it is the only fucf cri^rku) Qf t^Q fiac.€|- 

fity we pirQfe&* . Jf the rmn yaii'$^I}ti4e 
(Q do«i not T>7^tch 994 pr^rys a«4b ^Huc 

9%dm& thf paffiQQ of 9Qg«rk whjcb: k .bii 

Qs^tural iAitrmar> I ibpul4 4aubt^ wk^thois 

^mpy Qi^ hi^ aiifdions w^re rfiiUy isemviedi 

rather a ipere haMt^^l {§^lmg^ (bwgli a 
1119ft WHftb)^ Qc^ than a Ch^tiUSQ ^fdce, 
Ke Niu^ }ft chs^ty , 1p#^a^e 16 isr . a oMb 

$it«tkHn9i. ^£18^ m4 cofta bwL Qot]mg, 

He }n4«lge% m p4J9iQ9^ l>^a9i(e ijT is. a nn 
mi^l t>i^s.^lfo,;, 911^ 19 &t aboiit a vkbcury. 
over {t would coft him a gr^u deaL This 
ihoul4 pud la^im o}i»§i lixiS^ fel&eiraimnation j 
when b^.wou^d prp^abAy find that, while 
^e give& tbfs. uncontfouled reiba to any one 
wrcMig Wi^lmtipn, hia leligicm, jvea wh» 
l^e do^s ng^t thiDgs^ i$ ^ueftkmable, Traci 
ji^eligioii is f^t^ ift the. beaifc that is the 
centre, from which all the lines of right 

prac- 



pradicc mud diverge. It is the gfeat duty 
Mid chief bufinefs of a Chriftian, to laboor 
to make all his affeftbns; with all their 
motives, tendaicies, and operations^ fub# 
fervi^t to the viord and will of God. Hifi 
irregular paffions, which are ftill apt to 
ftart out into diforder,- will require vigi« 
Hmce to the end. He muft not think sdl 
is fafe; becaufe the more tradable ones aif 
not vebelUous ; but be may entertaift 4 
cheerful hope, when thofe whi/ch were oncf 
rebellious are become tra^iable.'^ . ^ . . 
• ** I feel the importance of what you fay,*? 
relumed Lady BelfieM ; ^^ but I fed aUb my 
utter inability to fet about it.^' 

*^ My dear Madam^^ feid Mt. Stanley, 
^ this is the beft and moft faluiary feeling 
yjpu can have; That very confcioufnefi 
of infufficiency will, I trufl:, drive yoii to 
the fountain of all ftrength and power ; it 
"^fiU quicken your faith, and animate your 
prayer ; faith, which is the habitual princi^ 
pie of confidence in God ; and prayer 
which is tlie exercife of that principle 
toward him who is the objeft of it." 

" But 



*< But Dr. Barlow/' faid Lady BdfieW, 
^^ was fo difcouraging ! he feemed to kitW 
mate^ as if the conflict of a Cliriftian with 
fm tniiflr be as lafting as his life ; whereas 
I had hoped that vidory once obtained, was 
obtained for even" 

** The ^raii gate," replied Mr. Stanley, 
f^ is only the entrance of religion ; the Tiar* 
ftw nvay is a continued courfe. The Chrif* 
tiaii life, my dear Lady Belfield, is not a 
pDint btit a progrefs. It is precifely in the 
l-ace of chriftianity as in the race of human 
gIory» Julius Casfar and St. Paul defcribe 
(hchr fei^^e&ive war^is^ nearly the fame 
terms,*-*-^ ficuld count nothing dom 
^hile any thing remains undone*^ fays 
the Warrior,r-^iVi»/ ccfunting myjelf to 
have attained ^'— /(^getting the things 
which are behind^ and fre/Jing forward to 
ihofe which are btfore^ fays the ApoiUet 
And it is worth remarking, that they both 
inade the difqualifying obfervation after 
attainment^ almoft incredible. As thei^ 

f Xl\i aAum reputant dum c^uid fupereSet agendum. 

LuCAJf. 
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was no beiag a hero by any idler wity, fo 
there is no being a Chridian by any eaflef 
n>ad. The necei&ty of purfait is the fame 
in both cafes, though the objeds purfued 
differ as widely as the vanities of time from 
the riches of eternity. 

^^ Do not think, my dear Ma,dam/' added 
Mr. Stanley, ** that I am erefling myfelf 
into a cenfor^ much lefs into a modeU Thet 
corruptions which I lament, I participate* 
The deficiencies which I deplore, I feel*^ 
Not only when I look abroad an\ Iper^ 
fuaded of the general prevalence of evil by 
wliat I fee ; but when I look into my. own 
heart, my convidion is confirmed by what 
I experience. I am confcious, not merely 
of frailties, but of fins. I will not hypo* 
critically accufe myfelf of grofs offenccSj^ 
which I have no temptation to commit^ 
and from the commiilion of which, mo- 
tives inferior to religion would preferve 
me. But I am continually humbled in de« 
testing mixed motives in aln^ofl all I dq^ 
— «Such flrugglings of pride with my <n* 

deavours after humility ! Such irrefolutloa 

m 



Itt mf fifnieft t>tirtk)fb ! Sb ihnch iiapit* 
ttC&on in niy beft iO^ni ! Sd Ainch wattt 
of (tmpUdty m lifty pateft deigns i i^ttdl 
ttdh flidbts of felfUhttgfs ^llei'e t M 
lio]pdd th6 plant itfelf hsd bdM dtbdltardd ! 
Such frequent deadnefs in dtlty ! Such told4 
liefs !n my affeSiori! 3uch Mfinity of 
iriil ! Such pronettefs to tzn\i in trif hlgheft 
af|>iratimi$ after heaven I AU thefe yoti Ibd 
would hatdfy ttiak^, ih the eye* of thdfd 
i^hd x^ant Chriftian difcemihent, y^try gtoh 
fins ; yfet they pirove demt)iiftrably thi rtrot 
of 6ii ih the heart, ixid the infe£)i6h of ban 
<uf e tainting my bdfl r^folves.** 

•^ Hie true Chrfftiah/" faid f, ^hfen Mr; 
Stanley hid ddfie Qjeaking, «^ extraft^ bu* 
miliiy ffdni th^ Very cif cilrrtftance which 
iraifes pride in the irreHgioiis; the fight of 
any enormiity in another makes the meri 
nlorallft pi-oud that he i^ exempt from 
it, : '^hile the religions man i& hunli 
bifed from a view • of the flnf ubiefs of that 
Mfur^ h^ partafce6,> a nature ^hich aditriti 
df&eh'excefieig, ahd fro*n which fe^tceffes 
he knows * thaf he himfelf is prefervect by 

divine 
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''dhtefe ^rztx alone. I have often obfenred 
that comparilbh is th6 aliment of {)ride ifi 
the Worldly nian, and of felf-abafement in 
tiieChriftito/' 

Fbdr Lady Belfield looked comforted ott 
Sliding tbit htt friend Mn Stanley A^ls tiot* 
quite fd perfefl as Che had feared. ^< Hajppy 
are thofe^*' ejcddmed flie^ looking at Ludlla, 
^ the itmbcehce of ttrhofe lives recommends 
them to the divine favour/' 

^ Iiin<ieetice/* replied Mi*. Stanley, " can 
never be pleaded as a ground of acceptance, 

•bfetaiife the thing does not exift. Inno^ 
(rehtre ticcludes the neceility of repentance, 
and where there is no fin, there can be n6 
iieed of a Saviour. Whatever therefbri W^ 
tnay be hi comparifon with others, mno-^ 
cence can afford no plea for bilr acCept^te, 
^thout anulling the great plan of otir tt* 
demption/' 

** One thing puzzles me/' faid Lady Bel«, 
field. ** The mod worthlefs people i C6hi 
verfe ^Ith deny the do£lrin^ of humkft Cor* 
ruption, a dodrine the ttuth t( Which OM 

fttottld fuppofe th«ir oWn feelings muft eon^^ 

6 firm I 
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$rm ; while thofe few excellent perlbj»^ 
who almofl feem tq have efcaped it^ infift 
the mo{t peremptorily on its realicy^ But jf 
it be really true, furely the mercies of God 
are fo great^ that he will overlook the fraiU 
ties of fuch weak and erring mortals^ So 
gracious a Saviour will not exad fuch rigor* 
ov» obedience from creatures fo infirm/' 

^* Let not what I am going to fay, oiy 
dear Lady Belfield," replied Mn Stazilef, 
*^ oSend you ; the corre^nefs of four con« 
dud: exempts you from any particuly a^pU« 
cation. But there are too many Chijf* 
tians^ who while they fpeak with reve- 
rence of Chrift as the Saviour of iinners, 
do not enough confider him as a deliverer 
fironk fin. They regard him rather as 
having lowered the requifidons of the law, 
and exonerated his followers from the ne« 
ceffity of that ftridbicfs of life which they 
view as ^ burthenfome part of religion. 
From this burthen they flatter themfelves 
it was the chief objeft of the Gofpel to de- 
liver them.; and from this fuppofed deliver- 

« • mm • 

ance it is^ that they chieBy coniider it as a 
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-merdful ' difp^ifation. A cheap Chrlf^ 
tlaiiity^ of which wd can acquit ourfdves 
by a general recognition, and a few {late4 

^ obfervances, which requires no facrlBc^s 
of the will^ nor redificatlon of the life, k^ 

' I aflure you, the prevailmg fyftem | the re* 
Itgion of that nirmerous clafs who like to 
iave appearances, and to decline realities; 
•who expert every thing hereafter, while 

' they refohre to give up nothing here f but 
vho keep heaven in view as a fnug rever« 
Gon after they ihall have fqueezed put of 
this world, to the very laft dregs and drop- 
pings, all it has to give." 

Lady Belfield with gres^t modefty repli* 
ed, '^ Indee4 1 arn afliamed to have fs^id fo 
inuch upon a topic on which I am unable 
and unufed to debate. Sir John only finiled 
and looks refolved not to help me out. Be* 
lieve me« however, my dear Sir, that what I 
have faid proceeds not from prefumptio% 
but from an earned defire of being fet 
right* I will only venture to offer one mor« 
obfervatbn on the afternoon's fermon« 
; toL. I* Bjft Dr. 
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Dr. Bariow, to my great farprffe, fpoke' 
of the death of Chiift as exhibiting prac" 
Heal leflbns. Now though I have always 
confidered it in a general way, as the caufe^ 
of our falvation, yet its preceptive and 
moral benefits, I muft confefs, da not sqp- 
peat to liie at all obvious/* 
♦ ♦*! conceive/* replied Mr. Stanley, ♦^bur 
deliverance from the punifhment incurred 
by fin, to be one great tad and ob]e£k oi the 
dfeath of our Redeemer j but I am very hf! 
frtim confidering this as the only benefit 
attending it, T conceive it to be moft abun^ 
dant in inlirudion, and the ftrongeft poffi« 
bie incentive to praftical goodnefs, smd 
lliat ill a great variety of ways. The death 
6f our Redeemer ihews us the in^nit^ 
taiue oi our fouls^ by ihewing the inefli- 
lAable price paid for them^ and thus leads* 
iii^ to more diligence in feeuring their eter« 
1^ £ilicity. : It is calculated to infpire os 
with an unfeigned hatred of fin, and more 
t(][)eciairy to convince us of God's hatred 
td tftat^, for the pardon of which fucb at 



facrlfice was deemed iiec^ffary. Now if 
it aftualfy procfoce^ fach an effed, it con- 
feouently (limulates us to repentdii^e, an4 
to an increafing dread of vidlatltig th'ofe 
ehgagemisiits which we have fo ioften made^ 
fq lead a better life. TTien the contemp* 
ration of this {!ttptndu6us circumftalice will 
fend to filf oiir' hfeart^ with fdch a fenfe 
df gratitude atid obedience, as will be likcif 
to prcferve us from irelipfing intd frcflk 
offences. Agafn-^^can any motive operatfc 
fo powerfully on us toward^ producing Uili« 
Verfal charity and forgiveiiefs ? Whsttev^t 
J)romotes our love to Gdd Will dilpofe u$ td 
an increafed love for bur fellow^cr^ature^ 
"We cannot converfe with any' mahy we 
cannot receive a kindnefs fifom any mant 
iiay, we cannot recdve an injury from ^any 
man, for whom the Rddeema: has not di$d« 
Thfe remembrance of the fufferihgs which 
procuired pardon for the greateft ofiencetf, 
has a natural tendency to lead iis to forgive 
fmall ones.** • 

Lady Belfield faid, « I had not indeed 

imagined there were any practical ufes in aa 

." BBS event 
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event to wluch I had been, howevjer. acciiG 

♦ 

tomed to look with reverence as an ztoMf^ 
nieot for fm.'* 

*^ Of thefe praftical effefts/' replied Mr; 

^CanUyj ** I will only farther obferve, that 

all human confiderations put together cant 

}lot fo powerfully infpire us with an indiffb'* 

rence to the vanities of life, and the allure- 

meiit^ of unhallowed pleafures. No humaa 

motive can be fp efficacious . in fuftaining 

^he heart under trials, a^d reconciling it to 

affli£lions« For what trials and affli^ions da 

not fink, into nothing in comparifon with 

cthe fufierings attending that auguft^ event, 

Jrom which we derive this fupport? The 

contemplation of this facrifice alfo de> 

^grades wealth, debafes pQwer, annihilates 

ambitio^. . We rife from this contemplar 

<tiot| with a mind prepared to bear with 

ithe infirmities, to relieve* the wants,; to 

^forgivC; the unkindnefles of men. We 

:eittra& from it a more humbling fen& 

of ourfelves, a more fubdued Ijpirit, a 

jaore fober contempt of whatever the 

^Kojrld Calls great, than all the le&ures of 

: ■ ^ ancient 
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philofophy^ or the teachers of 
modem morals ever infpired/' 

During this little debate Sir John main* 
tauned the mofl: invincible filence. His 
countenance bore not the lead mark of ill 
humour or impatience, but it was ferious 
and thoughtful i except when his wife got 
intQ any little difficulty ; he then encou«> 
xaged : her by an aSeSionate fmile, but 
liflened like a man who has not quite made 
up his mind, yet thiaks the fubjfft too 
important to be diftnifled without a hk 
and candid hearmg. 



« « 
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CHAP. XXV- 

^Vhilb tve were at breakfad ficxt mtsfm^ 
ing a fweet littte gay girl flew into the rciofti 
almoft brdatblefs with joy ; and mmubg 
to her mother, prefeoted her with a l^eao- 
tifixl nofegay. 

** O, I fee you were the kiduftrioui girl 
laft week, Kate/^ faid Mrs. Sianrey, em* 
bracing her, and adioiring the fl^Wdts. 
Lady Belfield looked inquifitively. ^' It is 
an invention of Lucilla*s," faid the. mother, 
** that the little one who performs bed in 
the fchooUroom, inflead of having any 
reward which may excite vanity or ferifu- 
allty, Ihall be taught to gratify a better 
feeling, by being allowed to prefent her 
mother with a nofegay of the finefl flowery, 
which it is^ reward enough to fee worn at 
dinner, to which fhe is always admitted 

when there is no company.** 

\ ' ' - , « Oh 



^ *^ Oh pray do not confider mi as com- 
. pznj } pray let Kate dine with us to day^? 
faid Lady Beliield ; Mrs. Stanley bowed hetf 
aflent and went on. ^^ But this U xiDt alU 
The flowers they prefent, they alfo raifif. 
I went rather too far, when I faid that np 
.vanity was excited > they are vain enough 
of their carnations^ and each is eager to 
produce the largeft« In this competition^ 
however, the vanity is not perfonal. Li|* 
cilia has fome ikill in raifing flowers^ each 
girl has a fubordinate pod under her* 

Their father often treats them with half a 

• ■ . , 

day's work, and then they all treat me with 
tea and cakes in the honey-fuckle arboiir 
of their own plandng, which is called Li^« 
cilia's bQwer. It would be hard to fay 
"whether parents or children moft ^oy 
, th6fe happy holidays/* 

At dfmet Mrs. Stanley appeared with 

.her jipfegay in a large knot of ribbons, 

which was eyed with no fmall compUcenoy 

by little j^ate. I obferved that Lucilla, who 

ufed to manifeft much pte^ure iit the con* 

B fi 4 verlation 



Tcr&don after dinner, was beckotied oat of 
the room by Phoebe, as foon as ic was oveK. ^ 
I felt uneafy at an abfence, to which I had 
not been accuftomed ; but the canfe was 
explained, v^hen at fix o'clock, Kafe^ who 
was the queen of jthe day, was fent to iiK 
Tite us to drink tea in Lucilla's bower ; we 

«... ^ 

fnftantly obeyed the fummons. 

^* 1 knew nothing of this,* • fkid the deiight^ ^ 
fd mother, while we were all admiring^ the. 
elegant arrangements of this little iete. The : 
purple clematis twifting its ilextle branchy 
vrith thofe of the pale woodbine, formed a V 
fwfeet and fragrant canopy to the ai'dhed 
bower^ while the flowery tendrils hung . . 
' down on all fides. Large bunches of rofes, • 
intermixed with the filvcr ftars of the lef-jr . 
fimine, were iluck into the n:K>rs on tk$ 
infide as a temporary decoratioa only. The 
£neft plants had been brought from the.r^ 
Greea-hopfe for the occafibn. It was ade«s. . 
licioos evening, and the little faky feftifi* • ^ 
ty, together^ with the flitting about of the 
wy ipirits which had prepared if, was ab- 

fplutelj 
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fblidlely endiasitmg. Sir John^ * abrafi 
^eticalt eaoclaiined in rapture, 

**Hcfpcrian*fablcs true, * * 
Jf tniCt here only.*' 

f needed not this quotation to'bring tlo; 

^rden of Eden to my. mmd, for LuciSi 

prefided. Phoebe was all alive/ The 

^ther little ones had decorated Kate's fiakea 

liair nvith a wreath of woodbines. The^ 

fung two or three baby ftan2as9 which 

^hey had compofed among^ thenfifelves^ ii 

"whieh Kate was complimented as queen 

^f the fete. * The young^- daughter <jf 

Lady Afton^ who was about "Kafe^s^age^ 

'and two little ^Irls of Dr. fiiarlow's,* l^ene 

'of the children's party on the green.- -Thfc. 

elder ^fiAers of both families made pait <!$ 

the company within. : : : " :i 

• "When flw were all feated In oiir en- 

^ehantihg bowel-y dnd drinking our-^ea^ sR: 

* which we h^d' lio <)ihef attendant thah the 

little Hebies Aemfelves;' I^ a&ed TKate -h^^ 

it happened, that ihe 'fedMStf to be ^il^ 

tin^uiflied on. this occaiion from her little 

^. ' • fifters* 



fiftctt. "On, Sir/' fold &<^ ^it a ba^ 
caufe it is ii\y birtb<^y. I am eight jem 
old to-day. 1 gave up all my gilt books^ 
vnth piduresy this day twelve month, and 
to*day I give up all my little ftory books^ 
and I am now. going to read fuch books as 
men and womeQ r^d*'' 

She then ran to her compahiom, who 
ranged themfelv^ round a turf ieat at a 
little diftance before us, to which was 
transferred a profulion of cakes and froit 
from the bowen While they were devour- 
ing them, I turned to Mr. Stanley , \ and 
defired an explanation of Kate's fpeech# 

^ I m«tke/' iaid he, ^ the renouncing 
'their baby books 9 kind of eppcha, and by 
thus diftinflly marking the period, they 
never think of returning back to. them. 
.We have in our doineftic plap, ieveral of 
thefe artificial 4ivifiox\s of life. Thefe ilt- 
tle celebrations are aeras, . that we nfe as 
ouu-kmg polls, ffotn which'^eiftout on 
fome new <ovfe^'' j . » . ^ 
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„/* But 9S to Kate*s books,** laid Lady 
Belfield? «We have," replied Mr. Stan- 
ley J " too many elementary bool^. They 
are read too much aod too long. The 
youthful roindt which was formerly fick 
fr qfa iaasition^ is now in danger from ^ 
ytethora. ; 

*' Much however will depend on capa- 
city and difpofition. A child of flower 
psirts. jpay be indulged till nine years 0I4 
♦ with books which a lively genius will loci: 
jdown upon at feven* A girl of talenis 
: will read. To ier no excitement is want- 
ing*^ The natural appetite is a fufEdent 
.-InQentive* The lefs brilliant child requires 
V. the ^lurement of lighter books. She wa^t^ 
ezxcourag^meat as much as the other rer 
jijaires^xeftraint.^' 

: .^ •*,But do^'t you think/' faid Lady 3rf- 
_ jfield^ *' that. they are of great ufe in attra£l- 
. ing, children, to love reading ?" . *' Dou,bt- 
. Jefe th^y are/r faid Mr. Stanley. " The 
misfortune isj, that the ftimulant ufed to 
. attradl at firft, ^muft be not gnly com inued 
■--'■. but 
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bat heightened, to keep np the attrafikou 
Thefe books are novels in miniature^ and 
the excefs of them will lead to the Vf^nt of 
novels at full length* The early ufe of 
Javoury di(hes is not ufually followed by 
an appetite for plain food* To the tafte 
thus pampered, hiftory becomes dry^ 
grammar laborious, and religion dolt 
** My wife who was left to travel through 
' the wide expanfe of Umverfal Hifloryv 
and the dreary deierts of Rapin and Meze- 
tax, is, I will venture to afTert, more com- 
petently (killed in ancient, French, and £n* 
glifh hiftory, than any of the girls who 
have been fed, or rather ftarved on extracts 
and abridgements. I mean not to recom^ 
'mend the two laft named authors for very 
young people* They are dry and tedious, 
and children ia our days have opportuni- 
ties of acquiring the fame knowledge with 
kfs labour. We have brighter, I wifh I 
could fay fafer lights. Still iad, and not 
■wit, is the leading objeft of hiftory. 
^'Mrs. Stanley fays, that the vcry^ttdt- 
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oulhefs of her hiftorians had a good e& 
teOt } they were a ballad to her levity, a 
(Ufciplme to her mind^ of which Hie has 
felt the beDefit in her fubfequent life. 

** But to return to the mafs of children's 
books. The too great profudon of them 
protrabSts the imbecility of childhood* They 
arreft the underftanding inftead of advan-^ 
dug it. ' They give forwardneis without 
ftrength. They hinder the mind from mak- 
lAg vigorous (hoots, teach it to floop whea 
it fliould foar, and to contrad when it (hould 
expand. Yet 1 allow that many of them arc 
delightfully amuiing, and to a certain degree 
inftrudive. But they mud not be ufed as 
the bafis of inftrudidn^ and but fparingly 
ttfed at all as refrefliment from labour.'*' 

*• They inculcate morality and good ac- 
tions furely,'* faid Lady Belfield. " It Is 
true,'* replied Mr. Stanley, ** but they often 
inculcate them on a worldly prirtdple, ssid 
rather teach the pride of virtue, and the 
profit of virtue, than point out the motive 
of virtue, and the principle of fin. Thty re- 
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probate bad aflions as evil and injundus to 
others, but not as an offdnce againft tlie 
Almighty^ — Whereas the Bible comes 

Hfirh a plain, ftraight-forward, ifimple, but 

• .. . • , 

powerful priaciple — ^ How (hall I do this 
great wickednefs and fin againft God? 

* Againft Thee, Thee only have 1 finned, 
and done this evil in thy fight/ . 

"Even children fliould be taught tl&at 
when a man has committed the greateft 
poflilple crime , againft his fellow-creature, 
ftill the oiFence ajgainft God is what will 
ilrike a. true penitent With the raoft deep 
remorfe* All morality which is not dratvn 
fronx this fcriptural fource, is weak, defec- 
tive^.and hollow. Thefe entertaining au- 
thors feldom ground their ftories on any 
Intimation that human natiir^ is corrupt ; 
that the young reader is helplefs and wants 
afliftance ; that he is guilty and wants 
pardon/' 

** Surely, my dear Mr. Stanley,* laid 
Lady Belfield, "thoughrl do'not objeft to 
^he truth and reafonablenefs of any thing 
you have faid, L cannot think that thefe 

things 



hwsfg^ cml poffibly be made intetMgiMe to 
children/' 

" The frtmers of our catechiroi, Madain^ 
Aoiight oAerwife," repKed IStf* Stanliy* 
<* The catethffrti was Written fot children^ 
and contains all the feeds and principles'" of 
chrHlianity for men. It evidttitly required 
much explansltibn, much clevelopement ;' 
fifll it ftirniflies a wide and im|)ortant field 
for colloquial inftmdtion, Wittioiit whrch 
young pferfons can • by no means under^' 
Hand a compodtioti fb admirable^' but {^ 
tondenfed. The catechiftn fpeak^ estprefsly 
of * a death unto fin**— of • i newbii:th unto 
rightfeoufnefs'-— -of * being born in fin*-— of 
beihg ^the children of wrath'— ^of becoming 
^ the children of grace'— of < forfaking fill 
^tepentance'-^f*' Relieving fhfe piftmifei 
of God by faith/ N6w while children are 
ftudying thefe great tilths' in the (ate^ 
idiifm, they are probably, ^ the fame time^ 
almoft conftantly reading fome of thoiie 
^ter&dbihg (lories which are grounded 
and built on •a^^tute^ppofitti praidple^ 



* 

V^ . do «[ot. ev^ imply the fis^too^^'ci 
any fuch fundamental truths/' V 
, ^ Surely,'^ interrupted Lady Belfieicf, 
^you WQuId not have the(e feijous dpo 
trmes brought forward tn* flory kocHisfi V^ ^ > 
^By no iiieans^ Madam/^ rtfiihd.M^^, 
&anley -, ^^ but I will venture to affert that 
f ven ilory books fhould not* be fuui^d^ 4>& 
Z principle diredly confradiSory to tbem> 
say totally fubverjtve of them. The A^a* 
Lian Nights» and other oriental boc^ o£ 
£tbie> though loofe and faulty ia many 
xeQ>ed8» yet have always a. reference to 
the reUgi<:m of the country^ Nothing i& in-*^ 
troduced againft the law of Mahomet |JID* 
thing fpbverfive of the opinions of a Mu£» 
iulman* I do not 'quarrel wkh books ipr 
having m religion^ buttlor /having ^fa^ 
tebgiop. A boqk wfa^h in nothing oppp&s 
the priqclpl^'rof fiit^-Bible I would be &r 
fcoiii calling a bad book^ though the BiUe 
was never named in it/' : 
. Lady BeMi^id pbf^ve^^: '^ That ^ was 
ibrry to fay her.€hi}tlrp^iottnd reUgioiH^ 

ftudiei 



' fttitiies' very ' dry and tirefome j though 
file took great- p^ins^ ' ^nd made them learn 
by hfeirt -a muitWde 'of cjuqftions and 
aiifAreriJ, a viatriety of catechifms and ex- 
pfemafioris, and the ' heft abridgments of 

• tke BiHe.** 

:^4i niy ^^2tr liady Belffeld/' replied Mr. 
Btthley, *^ you -havi^ fully accounted for 
<he drynefe' and dulnefs of which, you 
complaim Give them the Siik itfelf. 1 

;iiever yfet knew a ehild who did not delight 

i\k the Bible h?ftofies, and who would 

"^jnot dcfire to hear them again and again. 
From!' flife hiftorits, Mrsw Stanley and I 
proceed with them to the parables j and 
from them to the miracles, and a few of 
the- moft ftriking prophecies. When 

"ihfcy^ ha v6 acquired a good deal of this 
ideTuitory knowledge^ we begin to weave 

' the parts into a whole. The little girl 
Ivho had the honour of dining with yoa 
to-day, has begun this morning to read 
the ftrij^tures with her mother fyftemati- 
icatlly. We (hall fodn open to her fome« 
^ou u CO thing 
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thing of the fchmm hi Chiiftiamty, ndi 
expbin how thofe imracles and prophecies 
confirm the truth of that teli^oa in which 
ihe is to be more fully inftruAed. 

^ Upon their hiftorical knowledge, vtUsh 
they acquire by picking out the moft b^ 
terelting (lories, we endeavour to giouiid 
principles to enlighten their minds, 9§^ 
precepts to influence their condu&. With 
the genuine language of fcripture I have 
taken particular care they fliall be well 
acquaunted, by digging for the ore in its 
native bed« While they have been ftu- 
dying the ftories, their minds have at the 
fame time been imbued with the impief- 
live phrafeology of fcripture. I maker* a 
great point of this, hairing often &exi this 
ufeful impreffion effedaally prevented by 
a multitude of fubficfiary hiftoties, .and 
explanations, which too mueh fuperfiade 
the ufe of the original text. 

** Only obferve,'* continued he, ** wbzt 
divme fentintents, what holy precepts, 
what devout ejaculations, what firokes of 

fdf- 



ifetf-aliafettid^y what flights of gvatitud^ 
lAm tranfports of praife^ wjiat touches 
of penitendal forrow^ are found comprifed 
in fome one fhott fentence. woiiien into 
almoft^evefy part of the hilloncal Hcrip* 
fares ! ObTerre thb, and then cpnfefs what 
n pity it is that, children ihould be com- 
^Mnly fet to read the* biftpry in a meagie 
abridgment^ ftrippei of thofe gems mth 
which die original is fo richly inlaid! 
Tllefe hiftories Und ^iqK>fitiooa;. I^^come 
.very ufcfui aftervard»/tp . jeiung people 
Hiiio are diorottgMy CQoyer&nt ^itfi the 
JKbkitfelf.^. :s . 

' ^ Sir John obfoiQed^ (b^t he. had becQi 
ibuck whh die; temarkabte '^nUr0ifi/^ 
Mji ef .Mc Stanley's dau^ters, and 
their indifference to things abp^t, which 
ttpft childim iwerjB ;A> ^er^ ^*JSel^ 
iXicfi,'' : fiud Mr. Stanley, /• is tfee hydra we 
are pCKp^nallycomlRitingj. but the ^npiv* 
,fier.h»s jfo much vita^, that ; new hes^s 
>fpritig, up ae faJEt ^ the cid gjfci are ^ 
coC To couni^raS filfjbnefs, that inm 

CCS torv$ 
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iomj htirtd mfibiefy thM ip be tbe^ 
great art tf education. Educalioiiy there* 
Jore^ cannot be adequatdy. earned '<m eas^ 
foqit ;by ^ofe (who are dbeply convinced 
jci ithe dd&ine of 'human 'cqmij^on. . This 
icfll principle^ as k &ew8atieif early^ muft 
4)e nearly lopped^ "^r the itipid .fiioots it 
snsdfie^ wiH^ as ydor favdurioe Eve bbferv^B^ ' 






<' Soon mock our fcant manuriDg.'^ 

^ - 

V; ''••^fe <:ountetaai6n/* continued Mr. 
4S9anI^,';^i8 not like afii airt or a fcience, 
^hkh^li to be takeni^p at fet tlmesy and 
laid afide till the allotted period df io- 
4lfQlS£^i f^cartis'} hxsi^t the evil ftiewa 
4ifSif'^t^^ times, and in all fhapes, the 
^ok^^fitei: of ixiftru^Hoii is to be bent 
^i^gsotlft if; M^ and I endearour 

-thset not odt ireward ^e beftowi, aot^me 
^ral^gtcatidn' we afibrd, Aatt bi calculated 
-id "^hMiote' kt Gratifications cHldrea 
lotigfit to^haVrf. The a^ites' and iscK- 
^jttibHs 'mvMi' be^ ittafeikbi^ i&diilge$I« 



•^•v .- \ , \ 






/ 



We ■ only ' are cautious not to - employ 
tEem' as ih ^ in/lrumenti -of newn^jue^ 
whkir would 'look as if iw^ valued thieni 
highly, and Ihought them^fit riinuhfrsii 
tlou for merit. I irould xather ib^wr a 
little indulgence td fenfuality m k^vaXsi 
ty, than make^ it the rewarrd of i^dnefil^ 
which feems ^ to be the common ivayi 
While I indulged the appetite qf a ^Ittid^ 
I would never hold out that iodulgeiuM 
which I granted to the lowefl, the animal 
part of his natute^ as a payment 'for the 
exertion of his xilental or mor^I &cuk 



ties.'* 



^^ You have one great advantage^" fsdd 
Sir John, ^^ and I thank God it is tl^ 
fame in Cavendifh-Square, that you and 
Mrs. Stanley draw evenly together. No-^ 
thing impedes domeftic regulations fo 
effedyally as where parents, from difference 
of fentiment, ill-humour, or bad judgment 
obilru£t each other's ; plans, or where one 
parent makes the other infignificant in the 
eyes of their children/' 

c c 3 [^ Mr. 



; ^« Mr* Rcyndds/* replied Mn StaaW^, 
^ a friend of mine in this ndghbourhooo, 
is in this very predicament. To the' m^ 
dicr's wealinefi the ..father's temperate 
difcipKne feems cruelty. She is per- 
petually blaming him before the children 
for iettiAg them to their books. Her'il* 
tcntions are divided between their he38i^ 
vrhich is .perfe^^ and their pleafiire, whkb 
is obftrufled by her foolifh zeal to promote 
it) far more than by his prudent reftnc* 
tlons* » Whatever the &ther belp$ them 
to at ta^le, the mother. takes n-om them 
left it fliould make them fick. What he 
{winds is always the very thing which is 
gM4 kif tbeou She is iQ^ch more afraid 
however of over-loading their hienumes 
than thqr ftomachs. Residing, (he fays, 
will fpoil the girls' eyes» (looping to write 
will ruin . their chefts, and working will 
make them round fhouldered. If the 
boys TOU, they will have fevers; if they 
jumpf tl^ey yriU fprain their ancles i if 
they play at cricket, a blow may kill th$m ; 

if 
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B,^hcy fwim, they will be drowned, the 
ihallownefs of the flream is no argument 

of f^fcty. 

. *' Poor Reynolds* life js one cbntmu^ 
ftruggle between his fenfe of doty ta his 
children^ and his complaifance to his wife. 
If he carries his point, it is at the )ek* 
yipice of his J^i^Q, ; if he relaxes, as he 
commonly does, his children' airef the Vic- 
tims. He is at length brought to fabiAit 
his excellent judgment to her feeble mind^ 
left his oppofition ihould hurt her health ; 
and he has the mortification of teeibg his 
children trained as if they had nothing 
but bodies. 

** To the wretched education of Mr& 
J^eyiiolds herfelf all this fnifchief may be 
attri^ted } for ihe is hot a bad, though 
ai> igaorant woman ;^ and having t>eei| 
harfhly treated by her own parents, fhe 
fell into the yulgar error of vulgar minds, 
that of fuppofing the oppofite of limng 
muft necefiarily be right. As ilhe found 
ti»t being perpetually contradided had 

p c 4 made 



made herfelf niiferable» fkc opndudo^ 
that never being contradided at all wouk) 
make her children happy* The event ha^ 
ftnfwered as might have been fore&ent 
l^ever was a more difcontented, dilagreey 
ing, troublefome iamily. The gratifica^ 
tion of one want inftantly creates a new 
Ofie. And it Is only when they are qi^ 
worn o^t with having done nothing, that 
they take refuge in their books as lefs 
wearifome than idlenefs.'^ 
. Sir John, turoing to Lady Belfield, 
Slid in a very tender tone, *' My dear 
Caroline, this fiary, in its principal fea^ 
ture, does not apply to us. We concur 
tompletely, it is . true^. but I fear we con- 
cur by being both wrong ; we both err bf 
e^ceffive indulgence. As to the cafe in 
point, while children are young,, they 
may perhaps lean to the parent who fpoils 
them, but I have never yet feen an inftanqp 
of young perfons, where the parents dif- 
fered, who did not afterwards difcover a 
miGch ftronger afiedion for the <Hie, who 

had 



|ud reafonbly teftrained tfaem, thsey 
for the ocber^ whofe blimi indulgeqce 
liad at once diminiihed her imponaiua» 
and their own reverence,** t 

I ob£erve4 Co Mr. Stanley that as he 

had So noble; a library, and wiflied to in-i 

JTpire his children with the lore of litera* 

ture^ I was furprifed to fee their apart* 

meat fo fienderly provided with books* 

** This is the age of excefs in <very 
thing,*' replied hej " notfaing'is a gratifica- 
tion of which the want has not been pre^ 
vioufly felt. The wiflies of children ar^ 
all fo anticipated, that they never expe* 
rience the pleafure excited by wanting- and 
waiting*. Of their initiatory books they 
mt{^ hava a pretty, copious ftipply. 
But as to books of entertainment or in- 
ftrudion of a higher kind, I never allow 
them to poflefs one of their own, till 
they have attentively read and im}^roved 
by it ; this gives them a kind of title to it; 
^nd that defire of property fo natural to 
hunsan creatures, i think itimulates them 

in 
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in difpatclmig books which s^'e in tbeni« 
felves a little dry. Expectation with tbenit 
as. with men^ quickens defire, while po& 
feffion deadens it/' 

By this time the children had exhanfl:- 
ed all the refrefliments fet before them^ 
and had retreated to a little farther c&& 
tance, where, without difturbing^tf^us, 
they freely enjoyed their innoceiit gam- 
bpls-'-rpl^ying^ finging, laughing, dan- 
dug. reciting Tcrfes, tryipg: which irould 
puzzle the.^ other m the names of ^ants, 
of, which .they pulled fingle. leaves to en* 
creafe the difficulty, all fucceeded each 
other. Lady Belfield looking coiifciouily 
at me, laid ^^ thefe are the creatures 
3iirhom I jFooIiihly fufpedlied of being mack 
'milerable by reftraint, and gloomy 4hi^|tgh 
mrant of ip^ulgence.'* 

^^ After long experience^'' faid Mr. Stan- 
ley, ^^1 will venture to pronounce, that 
not all the anxious cutting out of pleafure^ 
not all the coltly indulgences which wealth 
cm procure? not all the contrivances of 

inventive 



inventive man for his daiitng yotithfid 
offspring, can find out an amufement ifo 
ptire, fo natural, fo cheap, fo rational, fo 
healthful, I had almoft faid fo fdfgiotis, ai 
that unbought pleafure conneded with a 
garden.'* 

\^Kate and Celia, ivho had for fometime 
teen peeping into the bower, in ordel* to 
catch an interval in the converfation, as 
foon as they found our attention <fifetxgaged 
flqk in among, us, each* took the fend 
father by a hand, and led to the turf 
feat. Phoebe prefented him a book wMch 
he opened, and out of it read with infinite 
humour, grace and gaiety, The bivert- 
iNo History op JoHn Gilwn. This it 
feems was a pleafure to whidi diey had 
been led to look forward for fome time, but 
which, in honour of Kate, had bem pur* 
pofely withheld till this memorable day. 

His little auditors, who grouped them* 
felves around him on the grafs, wci-c- near- 
ly convulfed with laughter, nor were the 

tenants of the bower much lei^ delighted: 

As 



As we walked into the houfe, Mr. Stan^ 
Uj SsAdy ^^ whenever I read to my children 
a light and gay conipofition^ which I oftem 
A>9 I generally take eare it ihaU be the 
work of; fome valuable author, to whofe 
writings this fhaU be a pleafant and a 
tempting prelude.. What' child of fpirit 
who hears John Gilpin will not long "to be 
thought old and wife enough to read the 
^ Ta& ?** The remembrance of the infant 
rapture will give a predilection for the jff^U 
Defiring to keep their flandard- high, I ac^ 
milom them to- none but good writers, in 
every fenfc of the word ; by this means 
|hey will be lefs likely to ftoop to ordinary 
0(nes when they ihaU hereafter come ta 
chttfe for themfelves/* 

I.ady Belfield regretted to me that (he 
Jbad not brought fome of her children to 
the Grove r "To confefs a difgraceful 
truth/* faid fee, '^ I was . afraid they would 
have been moped to. death ; and to confe& 
an6tber truth ftill more difgraceful to ray 
own authority, my indulgence has been fo 
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injudicious^ and I have maintained fo 
little control^ that I durft not bring feme 
of cheni) for fear of putting the refl: out 
of humour; Tarn now in a fchbol, where 
I trud I may learn to acquire firmnefS| 
JB^ithputany diniinutioQ of fondnefs.*' 
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CHAP. XXVL 

1 HE next monuftg Mr. Stanley pmpofel 

that we (bould pay a viiit to fame of bis 

it£igM>oixrs» He and Sir Johft BeUtfdlqKh^ 

en horfeback, and I had the hammr tif 

attending the ladies^ in the fodable* Lady 

Belfkld^ who was now become defirpu% of 

improving on her own too rdased .4oe^C> 

tic fyftem^ by the expeiience of Mrs* S^m- 

ky^ told her how much ihe admireci the 

cheerful obedience of her children. Sfa^ 

laid, '^ file did not fo much wonder to i^ 

them fo good, but (he owned fiie wa^. fg£» 

prifed to fee them fo ha|^.'* - 

**I know not/' replied Mrs.; Stariey, 

^ whether the increafed infubordinatio|k <^ 

children is owing to the new fcbool ^ j:^* 

lofophy and polidcs, but it feems to me to 

make part of the fyftem« When I go fonx* 

times to ftay with a friend in town to do bu- 

fine£^ 



fifiefsi Ihe h always making apologies that 
fhe cannot go out with me — ^^ her daughters 
want the coach^*'— :*If I a(k leave to fee the 
friends who call on me in fuch a room,*-^ 
• her daughters have company there, or they 
Waal the room GSmt ibdr mafic, or it is pre« 
paring for tha children's ball in the even* 
ixlg.^— 4f a' mefienger, is required,-^* her 
daughHArs want the footmen/ There cer« 
tsdnly prevaHs a fpirit of independence, a re* 
v^hitibnt^ry fptdt, a feparadon from the pa- 
wntftate. Ins the children's worlu." 

**-You remind me. Madam," laid I, " of 
an old courtier, who being aflced by Loins 
XV* which age he preferred, his own or the. 
prefent, replied, * Sire, I pafled my youth 
in refpedUng old age, and I find I muft now 
pafs my old age im refpeding children/' 

*^ In fbme other houfes," faid Mrs« Stan* 
ley^ ^^ where we vifit, befides that of poor 
Mr. Reynolds, the children feem to have all 
the Accommodations ; and I have obferved 
that the convenience and comfort of the 
&ther is but a fubordinate confideration. 

The 
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The refpeftib) terim of sfSdrefs »e riei^ 
hmaaSbtd fitim 4he vocdbtdary of childrelo^ 
•dd the fomewbat too orderly mannef 
txrhicb oaee pre^toiled^ is fuperfeded by iia 
bcitility, a roughnefs, a want of atten^5n,* 
which is furety not better tlmn the tiSttm^ 
lefs formality which it has drivini but.'' 

Juft as flie faid. tbis> we ftopf^t Mh 
Reynolds* gatej neither he nrif Ms lady 
was at home» Mr. Stanley^ who wifted to 
ftew us a fine i^ach of the river from the 
drawing-room window, defired the fervahf 
to Ihew us into it. There we beheld a ciiri^ 
ous niuftration of what we had heard* tn 
Ae ample bow- window lay a confufed heap 
of uie glittering fpoils of the moft expen- 
five toys. Bfefore the rith filk chairs kneft 
two of the children in the aS of rapidly . 
demolifhing their fine pamted play^things j 
♦* others apart fat on iht floor retired/* flhd 
more deliberately employed in picking to 
pieces their little gaudy works of art. A 
pretty girl who had a beautiful wax doll on 
Iyer lap> almolt as big as herfelf, was pulling 
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jsut its eyes, that (he might fee how thejr 
'i^ere put in. Another, weary, of this coAIy 
baby, was making a little doll of rags. A 
ti^rbiil^nt-looking'boy was tearjng out the 
parchment from a bandfome new drum^ 
th^ he might fee, as he told us, whiere 
the noife came from. Thefe I forgave, 
tibey had meaning in their mifchief. 

Another having kicked about a whold 
little gilt library, was fitting, with the deco^ 
rated pages torn afunder at his feet, readiiig 
a tittle dirty penny book, ^hich thekitchen« 
maid had bought of a hawker at the door. 
The Perfian carpet was ftrewed with the 
broken limbs of a painted horfe, almoft as 
large as a poney, while the difcOntented lit^ 
tie mafter was riding aftride on a long 
rough ftickw A bigger boy, after having 
broken the pannels of a fin6 gilt coach, we 
fa^ afterwards in the court-yard, nailing 
together a few dirty bits of ragged elm 
);)oards^ to make himfelf a wheel-barroW. 
. " Not only the difciple of the faftidious 
Jean Jacques,*f exclaimed I, " but the found 
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Vbtary 6f truth and reafon, muft ttluniph af 
fuch an inftance of the fatiety of riches, md 
the wearinefs of ignorance and idlenefsr 
One fuch practical inftance of the infuffi- 
ciency of affluence to be/ioza the pleafutes 
which induftry muft buy ; — one fuch aSu« 
al exemplification of the folly of fuppofing 
that injudicious profufion and miftaken 
§0TidtLt& can fupply that pleafure which 
muft be worked out before it can be enjoy* 
ed^ is worth a whole folio of argument or 
exhortation/' — The lU-bred little flock paid 
no attention to us, and only returned a rude 
i n«— o' or * ye— s* to our queftions. 

<« Carolioe/' faid Sir John, ^« thefe paint-, 
cd ruins afford a good leflbn for us. We 
DQuft defire our rich uncles and our gene* 
rous god-mothers to make an alteration in 
their prefents, if they cannot be prevailed 
yppn to withhold them.'* 

« It is a fad miftake/* faid Mr. Stanley, 
^^. to fuppofe that youth wants to be fo in- 
ceflantly amufed. They want not pleafures 
to be chalked out for them. Lay a few 
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letieSLp ^ttd coarfe materials in their way, anc^ 
iet their own bufy inventions be faffered to 
teork. They have abundant pleafure in the 
fhere frefhnefs and novelty of iife^ its un« 
broken health » its elaftic fpirit, its ¥erfa« 
tile temper, and its ever-new refources/* 

^5 So it sJppears, Stanley," faid Sir John^ 
^ when I look at your little groupe of girls, 
reclufes as they are called. How many 
cheap, yet lively pleafures do they feem to 
enjoy i— ^their fucceffive occupatidns, Aeir 
books, their animating exercife, their chx> 
citable rounds, their ardent frkmdfliips, the 
focial table at which tt^e elder ones arc 
companions, not mutes ; the ever^varying 
t>leafures of their garden, 



Increailng virtue and approving heaven.^' 

While we were fitting with Lady Afton, 
on whom we next called, Mr. Stanley fud* 
denly exclaimed, *• The Mifs Flams are 
coming up the gravel walk !" Lady Afton 
looked vexed, but correding herfelf faid, 
•* Mr. Stanley, we owe this vifit to you, or 
rather to your friend,^' bowing to me; 

VD z <* they 



^ they fa w your carriage ftop WeV or {ktf 
would Hot have done fo dull a thing ^ tb 
have called on mc/* 

Thefe new guefts prefented a new fcenei 
Yery uncongenial to the timid and tranquil 
fpirit of the amiable hoftefs. There feeflK 
ed to be a conteft between the ^fters^ who 
ihould be moft eloquent^ mod loud or moft 
inquifitive. They Eagerly attacked me «all 
at once, as fuppofing me to be overflowing 
with intelligence from the metropolis, a 
place which they not only believed to com 
tain exclufively all that was worth feeing^ 
but all thlat was worth hearing. The reft of 
the world they confidered as a barren wii« 
dernefs, of which the hutigry inhabitants 
could only be kept from ftarving, by fuch 
, meagre aliment as th^ bccafional reports of 
its pleafures, faihions^ and anecdotes, which 
might now and then be conveyed by fome 
ftray traveller, might fumi(h# -^ -. 

*' It is fo ftrange to us," faid Mifs Bell, 
*^ and fo monftroufly dull and vulgar^ to be 
m the country at this time of the year, thai 
we don't know what to do with ourfelve$# 

"As 
/ 



CCELBBI. 405 

t *^ As to the time of year. Madam,'' laid V 
^ if ever one would wifii to be in the coun* 
try at all, furely this month is the point of 
perfeftion* The only immoral tiling with 
which I could ever charge our excellent 
Sovereign is that he was bom in June, 
and has thus furniihed his faihionable fub«» 
je&s with a loyal pretence for encountering 
^ the fin and £ea<»coal of London,' to bor- 
row Will Honeycomb's phrafe, in the fineft 
nonth of the twelve. But where that is th$ 
real motive with one, it is the pretence of 
athoufand." 

^ How can you be fo (hocking ?" faid (he, 
^ but papa is reially grown fo crofs and fo 
flingy, as to prevent oiir going to town at 
all thefe lad two or three years j and for fQ 
mean a reafon that I am adiamed to tell 
you." Out of pplitenefs I did not prefs ta 
Imow ; I needed no^ for (he was refolved 
) (hould not f burft iq ignorance/ 

She went onrr" Do you know he pre* 
tends that times are hard^ and public diffi- 
culties inqreafuig} and he declares, tha( 
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whatever privations we endure, govern* 
moit muft be fupported; fo that he fays, it 
h right to draw in, in the only way in which 
he can do it hpneftly ; I am fure it is not 
doing it creditably. Did you ever hear any 
thing fo Ihabby ?' " Shabby, Madam/' re- 
plied I ; ^*I honour a gentleman who has inte« 
grity enough to do a right thing, and good 
fenfe enough not to be afhamed to own it."* - 
** Yes, but papa need not. The fteward 
declares, if he would only raife his tenants ^r 
very little, he would have more than enough ; 
but ijapa is inflexible. He fays my brother 
muft do as he pleafes when he comes to the 
eftate, but that he hitnfelf promifed when 
he eame into pofleflion, fliat he would ne- 
ver raife the rents, and that he will never 
]be worfe than his word/- As I could not 
find in my heart to join in abufing a gen* 
tleman for reviving ^ever to be wprfe thaQ 
his word, I wa$ filent. 
. She then enquired with more ferioufnef^ 
If them were any profpeQ of peace. I waai 
better pleafed with this queflson, as it im^ 

plied 



plied more anxiety for the lives of her fellow- 
creatures, than I had given her credit for, 
** I am anxioufly looking into all the pa^ 
pers/' continued (he, without giving me 
time to fpeak, ^' becaufe as foon as there is 
peace, papa has promifed we fhall go to 
town again* If it was not for that I (hould 
not care if there was war till doomfday, 
for what with marching regiments^ and 
militia, and volunteers, nothing can be 
pleafanter than it makes the country, J 
mean as far as the country can be pleafant.'* 
They then ran over the names and refpec^ 
tive merits of every opera finger, tfVery 
dancer, and every aflor, with incredible 
volubility ; and I believe they were not a 
little ihocked at my {lender acquaintance 
with the nomenclature, and the little ioi* 
terei): I took in the crlticifms they built 
ppon it. 

Poor Lady Afton looked opprejSed and 

fatigued, but inwardly rejoiced, as fhe 

afterwards owned to me, that her daugh«^ 

ters were not within hearing. I was of a 

, different opinion, upon jihe Spartan prin* 
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ciple, of making their children fober^ by^ 
the fpedacle of thle intoxicated Helots. 
Mifs Bell's eloquence fipemed to make but 
little impreflion on Sir George ; or rather 
it produced an e^eft direfUy contrary tq 
admiration. JtHs good tafte feemed to re« 
volt at her flippancy. Every time I fee 
this young man he rifes in my efteem. 
His ingenuous temper and engaging mo» 
defty fet off to advantage ^ very fair upder* 
fianding. 

In oijr way home we were accofted by 
Mr. Flam. After a rough but hearty *falu* 
tation, and a cordial invitation to come and 
dine with him, he galloped off, being en- 
gaged on bufinefs. *^ This is an honeft 
country '/quire of the old cut/' faid Mr, 
Stanley afterwards. ** H^ has a very good 
eftate, which he has fp much deligh; in ma^ 
jiaging, that he has no pleafure^in any thing 
elfe. He wm prevailed on by his father tp 
marry his ™efent wife^ for no other reafon 
than becaufe her eftate joined to his, and 
broke in a little on the arrondiffemeni n but it 
was judged th^t both bemg united, all might 

be 
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fjc brought within a ring fence. This wa$ 
thought a reafon fufEciently powerful for " 
the union of two immortal beings, whofe; 
}iappinef$ here and hereafter might be im- 
peded or pron^oted by it ! The felicity of 
the connexion has been in exad propor* 
tion to the purity of the motive. ' ^ 

I could not forbear interrupting Mn 
Stanley, by obferying that nothing had 
furprized or hurt me more in the little ob- 
feryation I had made on the fubjedt of marr> 
riage, tljan the frequent indifference of 
parents to the moral, and efpeci^Ily to the 
religious character of the man who pro- 
pofed himfelf. " That family, fortune, and 
connections ihould have their fuU ihare 
in the bufinefs, I readily admit," added 1 1 
f* but that it Ihould ever form the chief, 
often the only ground of acceptance, has, 
\ confefs, lowered mankind in my efteem 
more completely, than almoft ^tj other 
^nftance, of ambition, avarice, or worldlir 
nefs. That a very young girl, who has not 
J)een carefully educated, Ihould^ be capti- 
yated by perfonal advantages^ and even 

infa* 



419 CCELEfiS, . 

in&tuated by fpkndour, is lefs furpriiing^ 
. than that parents, who having themfelves 
experienced the infufficiency of riches to 
happinefs — that they fhould be'eageriy im. 
patient to part from a beloved daughter, 
reared with fondnefs at lead, if not with, 
wifdom, to a man of whofe principles they 
Jiave any doubt, and of whofe mind they 
have a mean opinion, is a thing I cannot 
underftand. And yet what propofal almoft 
is rejected on this ground V* Lucilla*s eyes 
;it this moment (bone with fuch expreilive 
brightnefs, that I exultingly faid to myfelf, 
^* Lord Staunton ! I defy thee !'* 

** The mifchief of thi^ lax principle is of 
wide extent/* replied Mr. Stanley, ** Wheij 
girls are continually hearing what an advan^ 
tageous, what a defirable marriage fuch z^ 
young friend has made with a man fo richji 
fo fplendid, fo great ; though they have been 
accuftomed to hear this very man condemn^ 
ned for his profligacy perhaps, at lead they 
know him to be deftitute of piety— ^when 
they hear that thefe things are not confi- 
dered as any great obje^ion to the union, 

wh« 



GCELSIBSy 411 

wBat bplnion mufl thefe girls, form, not 
only of the maxims by which the world i$ 
governed, but of the truth of that religioa 
which thofe perfons profefs ? 

** But to return to Mr. Flam, He paffed 
through the ufqal cpurfe of education, but 
has profited fo little by it, that though he has 
a certain natural flirewdnefs in his under* 
'ftanding, I believe he has fcarcely read % 
book thefe twenty years, except ' Burn^s Jut 
jicc* and * The Agricultural Reports.' Yet 
when he wants to make a figure, he now 
^lid then lards his difcourfe with a fcrap of 
thread-bare Latin which he ufed to ft'eal in 
his fchool-boy ejcercifes. He values himfelf 
on his integrity, and is not deftitute of bene- 
volence* Thefe, he fays, are the fum and 
fubftance of religion ; and though I combat 
this miftaken notion as often as he puts it in 
my power, yet 1 mud fay that fome who 
make more profeflion would do well to be 
^s careful /in thefe points. He often con-» 
trafts himfelf with his old friend Ned Tyrrel, 
^d is proud of ihewing how much better 
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t man he is without religion, than Ned h- 
with all his pretenfions to it* It is by thus 
comparing ourfelves with worfe mfen^ that 
we grow vain, and with raiore fortunate 
men, that we become difcontented. 

^ All the concern be gives himfelf about 
his wife and daughter is, that they fhall nor 
run him in debt i and indeed he is fo libt^ 
ral, that he does not drive them to.the ne? 
ceflity. In every thing elfe, they foUov 
their own devices. They teazed him, how^ 
ever, to let them fpend two or three winters 
In town, ^he mother hinting tbaf if would 
anfwer. He was prevailed on to try it zs 
a fpeculation, but the experiment failed, 
He now infifts that they fliall go no more 
till the times mend, to any of the advertifing 
places, fuch as London, Brighton, or Bath ; 
he fays^ that attending fo many fairs and 
markets is Very expenfive, efpecially as the 
girls don't go off. He will now fee what 
ca^ be done by private contra6l at home^ 
without the coft of journies, with frelh keep 
and trimming, and docking into the bar* 
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^m They muft no^ take their chance 
among country dealers ; and provided they 
will give him a fon-in-Iaw, whofe eftate is 
free from incumbrances, who pays his 
debts, lives within his income, doe^ not 
rack his tenants, never drinks claret^ hates 
the French, and loves field fports, he will 
aik no more queftions.'* 

I could not but obferve, how preferably 
the father's condud, with all its faults, ^was 
to that of the reft of the family. " I had 
iraagij^ed,'* faid I, " that this coarfe charao- 
ter was quite out of print. Tl^ough it Is 
religioufly bad, and of courfe morally de** 
fedlive, yet it is fo politically valuable that 
1 Ihould not, be forry to fee a new edition 
of thefe obfolete fquires, fomewhat cor- 
refted, and better lettered.** 

*' All his good qualities,** fald Mr. Stan- 
ley, ** for want of religion have a flaw in 
them* His good nature is fo little direded 
by .judgment, that while it fer^es the indivi- 
dual, it injures the public. As a brother 
magiftrate, I am obliged to a£i; in almof^ 
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conftant oppolition to him, and his iaSf* 
cretions do more mifchief by being of a 
nature to ihcreafe his popularity. He is 
fully perfuaded that occafional intoxica* 
tion is the beft reward for habitual induf* 
try ; and infifts that it is good old Englifh 
kindnelS) to make the church'^ringers pe« 
riodically tipfey at the holidays, though 
their families ftarve for it the whcJe week. 
fie and I have a regular conteft at the 
annual village fairs, becanfe he infifts that 
my refufing to let them begin on a Sunday 
is abridging their feW rights, and robbing 
them of a day which they might add to 
their pleafure, without injury to their pro- 
fit. He allows all the flrolling players, 
mountebanks, and jugglers to exhibit, 
becaufe, he fays it is a charity. His cha'* 
lity however is fo ihort-fighted, that he 
does not fee, that while thefe vagabonds 
are fupplying the wants of the day, their 
improvident habits fuflfer them to look no 
farther. That his own workmen are fpend- 
ing their hard-earned money in thefe ille- 
gal 
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gal diverfions, while the expence is the 
leaft mifchief which their daughters incur/* 
Our next vifit was to Mr. Carlton, whom 
I had found in one or two previous inter- 
views to be a man of excellent fenfe, and a 
pcrfeft gentleman. Sir John renewed with 
pleafure his acquaintance with the hufband^ 
while Lady Belfield was charmed to be in« 
troduged to the wife, with whofe charader 

m 

Ihe was fo enamoured, and whofe gentle 
manners were calculated to confirm the af<* 
fe&ion which her little hiftory had infpired* 
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